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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
January 24, 2012
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department 

SUBJECT:
Zoning Ordinance Amendment For Veronica Meadows Specific Plan And Veronica Meadows Bridge Ballot Measure
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:  

A.
Direct City Clerk’s staff and the City Attorney to prepare the necessary resolutions required to call a special City election for Tuesday, June 5, 2012, and to consolidate the City election with the statewide primary election being conducted by the County of Santa Barbara, to place a ballot measure before City voters on whether the City Council should grant a construction right-of-way for a City street and bridge to be constructed across Arroyo Burro Creek utilizing a corner of City-owned park open space property adjacent to Las Positas Road in order to provide access for the Veronica Meadows residential subdivision project as required by City Charter §520; and

B.
Defer the Council’s consideration of the adoption of An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Amending Municipal Code Title 28 by Amending Chapter 28.50, the “Veronica Meadows Specific Plan,” until after the special City election of June 5, 2012.
DISCUSSION:
On November 22, 2011, the City Council introduced an Ordinance to amend Santa Barbara Municipal Code Chapter 28.50, the “Veronica Meadows Specific Plan.”  The item was scheduled for adoption on December 6, 2011; however, the adoption was continued to a future Council agenda so that all seven Council members could be present because the ordinance adoption requires a five vote majority.   As a result of staff and City Attorney discussions with the owners of the property that is the subject of this Specific Plan, staff is now recommending that Council defer consideration of the Veronica Meadows Specific Plan ordinance (as modified by the State Coastal Commission) until after a June 5, 2012, Special Election. Refer to Attachment 1 for a complete discussion of the ordinance amendment.
The deferment will allow for a City ballot measure to be included in that election, as required by City Charter §520, on whether the City Council should grant a construction right-of-way for a City street and a bridge to be constructed across Arroyo Burro Creek, utilizing a corner of City-owned park open space property adjacent to Las Positas Road, in order to provide access for the Veronica Meadows residential subdivision project.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

In preparing the paperwork for placing a Veronica Meadows bridge ballot measure on the June 2012 ballot, staff recommends that the owners of the Veronica Meadows subdivision agree to reimburse the City for 100% of the election cost by posting a cash deposit for the estimated full cost for consolidating this special City election with the statewide primary.  This reimbursement deposit requirement would be a pre-condition to action by the City Council to officially call the Special Election.

ATTACHMENT:
Council Agenda Report dated November 22, 2011

PREPARED BY:
Allison De Busk, Project Planner
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Assistant City Administrator
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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