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 CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 
 
 COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 
 

AGENDA DATE: October 29, 2013   
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Recreation Division, Parks and Recreation Department  
 
SUBJECT:  Interview And Appointment Of Youth Intern Applicant To The Parks 

And Recreation Commission                                
  
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:  
 
A. Interview applicant Andrew Rodriguez for the position of Youth Intern to the Parks 

and Recreation Commission; and 
B. Request that Mayor Schneider appoint Andrew Rodriguez to the position of Youth 

Intern to the Parks and Recreation Commission. 
 
DISCUSSION:   
 
On February 7, 1995, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 95-025 that established 
a Youth Intern Program for Charter Boards and Commissions.  The Resolution was 
established to expand the opportunities for City youth residents to participate in the 
City’s governmental and advisory role process.  On June 6, 2000, Council adopted 
Resolution 00-044 rescinding Resolution No. 95-025, extending the Youth Intern 
Program to high school student volunteers who reside within the City limits. 
 
Youth Interns learn first-hand how public decisions are made and how City departments 
function in providing public services, while providing high school community service that 
may qualify for academic credit. 
 
Andrew Rodriguez              
 
Andrew Rodriguez, a junior at San Marcos High School, is described as an exceptional 
student with natural leadership skills.  Andrew is very driven and involved in several 
activities, including baseball, MESA Club, Coalition of Youth Advocates (COYA), AVID 
student, and a board member for the Youth Making Changes.  His recommender stated 
that of all his extracurricular activity, Andrew has been most impressive with the AVID 
program, which is designed to close the achievement gap between all students on a 
college path.  Andrew prides himself on being organized and maintaining a good 
schedule.  He enjoys fundraising, no doubt his huge interest in being a part of Youth 
Making Changes, which teaches teens to review grant requests and award funding to 
other teens.  One of his most recent community commitments is his appointment on the 
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Santa Barbara Youth Council.  He currently serves as the Assistant Historian, 
committee chair for the Sunshine Committee, and member of the Combating Youth 
Violence subcommittee.   
 
In his letter of recommendation for Andrew, Mr. Castellanos, Guidance Counselor with 
San Marcos High School, stated that despite having faced several challenges in his life, 
Andrew is not a complainer and instead maintains a positive attitude by his enthusiastic 
and compassionate involvement in helping others.  Andrew stated in his application that 
he has a strong interest in Parks and Recreation and that he hoped by being a Youth 
Intern on the Parks and Recreation Commission he could increase the interest of youth 
in using community parks.  He recently participated with other Youth Council members 
in surveying visitors to Bohnett Park with the goal of helping to improving park users’ 
experience.  Even with all his current extracurricular activities, Andrew maintains a 3.92 
academic G.P.A., with a rigorous course of study.  He has a reputation of not “merely 
interested in obtaining good grades, but genuinely cares about learning through 
discovery.”   
   
The Parks and Recreation Commission have expressed their appreciation for the youth 
internship program and staff is confident that Andrew Rodriguez would be an excellent 
Youth Intern to the Parks and Recreation Commission.                                              
 
ATTACHMENT: 1. Youth Intern Application 
 2. Letter of Recommendation 
 
PREPARED BY:   Susan C. Young, Neighborhood and Outreach Services   

Supervisor 
 
SUBMITTED BY:   Nancy L. Rapp, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
APPROVED BY:    City Administrator's Office 
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