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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
November 1, 2011 
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
City Administrator’s Office

City Attorney’s Office
SUBJECT:
Administrative Policy On Tickets And Passes
RECOMMENDATION:   
That Council approve an administrative policy that governs the use and distribution of tickets and passes donated to or acquired by the City.
DISCUSSION:
According to recently adopted regulations of the state Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC), all California public agencies are required to adopt and post online agency policies applicable to the use of complimentary tickets and passes which are donated to or acquired by the public agency where the tickets or passes provide free admission to an “entertainment, amusement, recreational or other similar” event venue.  Under these regulations, cities are required to identify the “public purposes” which might support providing free event tickets or passes to individuals employed by or associated with the city and to disclose the names of public officials, employees, or members of the public who receive these tickets or passes.
The proposed policy only applies to any tickets or passes to a facility or event for entertainment, recreation, sports, or a similar function.  The policy outlines several public purposes whereby tickets or passes could be distributed, including the following:  
· Relating to an official’s performance of a ceremonial role or function representing the City at an event;
· Required by job duties;

· Fostering positive intergovernmental relations; 
· Supporting or showing appreciation for programs or services rendered to the community by non-profit organizations that have benefited residents;

· Encouraging or rewarding significant academic, athletic, or public service achievements by Santa Barbara students, residents, or businesses;
· Rewarding volunteer or meritorious public service by a City employee; or
· Serving as a prize for a City employee competition or drawing.
Under the City’s proposed policy, the City Administrator is named as the “Ticket Administrator” with the responsibility of approving the distribution of these types of free tickets and passes, all in a manner consistent with one of the public purposes described above and deemed acceptable by the FPPC regulations.
Since the City does not generally host events, shows, or performances where tickets or passes are sold, this policy would primarily affect the City if tickets or free passes are donated to the City.  For example, passes and tickets are donated to children enrolled in youth programs or charitable event tickets may be provided to the City as a result of a funding agreement.  
ATTACHMENT:
Draft Administrative Policy on Tickets and Passes
PREPARED BY:
Nina Johnson, Assistant to the City Administrator
SUBMITTED BY:
James L. Armstrong, City Administrator

Stephen Wiley, City Attorney
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office



City Attorney’s Office
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