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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
December 6, 2011
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department

SUBJECT:
Proposed Designation Of Three Landmarks: Granada Tower State Street Façade At 1214 State Street, Moreton Bay Fig Tree At 320 W. Pueblo Street, And 105 Ontare Hills Lane
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:

A. Hold a public hearing;

B. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Granada Tower State Street Façade, its Two-Foot Wraparound, and its Roof Form at 1214 State Street (Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 039-183-050, 039-183-051, 039-183-052) a City Landmark;
C. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Moreton Bay Fig Tree (Ficus macrophylla) at 320 W. Pueblo Street (Assessor’s Parcel Number 025-100-001) a City Landmark; and

D. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Frederick H. Booth House and Garage at 105 Ontare Hills Lane (Assessor’s Parcel Number 055-160-060) a City Landmark.
DISCUSSION:
Section 22.22.050 of the “Historic Structures” chapter of the Municipal Code provides authority to the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) to adopt resolutions to forward recommendations to City Council regarding Landmark designations.  

On June 22, 2011, three Landmark designations were scheduled for public hearings. Only one designation was adopted at this hearing. The designation hearing was postponed for Ontare Hills Lane and the hearing for the Granada Façade was continued.  The HLC adopted Resolution No. 2011-03 to recommend to City Council that it designate the Moreton Bay Fig Tree (Ficus macrophylla) at 320 W. Pueblo Street a City Landmark.  It was determined by an Environmental Impact Report that this tree at Cottage Hospital is historically significant and should be preserved, and the property owner agreed to such designation in accordance with the conditions of approval for development on site.
At its next HLC meeting on July 6, 2011, the HLC considered changes to the scope of façade designation and adopted Resolution No. 2011-02 to recommend to City Council that it designate the Granada Tower State Street façade at 1214 State Street a City Landmark.  The property owner submitted written permission that the façade be preserved with this designation. 

HLC did not consider the 105 Ontare Hills Road designation until two months later due to a request from the property owner to delay the initial public hearing.  The designation item returned to the HLC on August 31, 2011.  It was determined in two Historic Structures/Sites Reports previously accepted by the Commission in 2005 that the Ontare Hills Lane house qualifies for historic landmark designation.  Public testimony was also heard on objections from the current property owner regarding the designation, (see HLC minutes, Attachment 4).  The prior property owner (Wynpac) agreed to the designation as a condition of approval with the subdivision of the property.  The HLC adopted Resolution No. 2011-01 to recommend to City Council that it designate the Frederick H. Booth House and garage at 105 Ontare Hills Lane a City Landmark.  

The City Environmental Analyst issued separate Categorical Exemptions under the provisions of Article 19, Section 15308 of the California Environmental Quality Act for the proposed designation of Granada Tower State Street façade, the Moreton Bay Fig Tree, and the Frederick H. Booth House.
SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA:

The HLC found that the Granada Tower State Street façade meets the following City Landmark criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K,  of the Municipal Code:

A. Its character, interest, or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation;

D. Its exemplification as the best remaining architectural type in its neighborhood;

F. Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons whose effort has significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation;

I. Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood.

The HLC found that the Moreton Bay Fig Tree (Ficus macrophylla) meets the following City Landmark criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K, of the Municipal Code:

A.
Its character, interest, or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation; and
B.
Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood.

The HLC found that the Frederick H. Booth House and garage meet the following City Landmark criteria in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K, of the Municipal Code:

B. Its character, interest, or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation;

D. Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important to the City, the State, or the Nation;

F. Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons whose effort has significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation;

G. Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship; and

I. Its unique location of singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION:
It is staff’s recommendation that there is sufficient evidence on record that supports the designation for all three properties (see Attachments 1, 2 & 3).  The current property owner of the Frederick H. Booth house at 105 Ontare Hills Lane has raised objection to the landmark designation, however, a Historic Structures Report was prepared for his proposal to alter the adobe house. The report was prepared in December 2005 for Mr. Smyth, which was accepted by the HLC, clearly indicated that the structures “possessed sufficient historic, cultural and architectural significance to qualify for designation as a City Landmark” (see Attachment 5).  It is Staff’s position that the HLC understood the objections raised over the designation and still chose to unanimously vote to forward the Landmark designation to Council. Although it has been the HLC’s policy to obtain consent from the property owner for the landmark designation, there is no ordinance provision that requires permission from the property owner.    
The HLC and Staff recommend to City Council that it adopt resolutions to designate the Granada Tower State Street façade at 1214 State Street, the Moreton Bay Fig Tree (Ficus macrophylla) at 320 W. Pueblo Street, and the Frederick H. Booth House at 105 Ontare Hills Lane as City Landmarks, called the Granada Tower State Street Façade, the Moreton Bay Fig Tree, and the Frederick H. Booth House, respectively.
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
Historic Landmarks Commission Staff Report and Resolution 2011-02 for Landmark Designation for the Granada Tower State Street façade, APNs 039-183-050, -051, -052.
2. Historic Landmarks Commission Landmark Designation Staff Report and Resolution No. 2011-03 for the Moreton Bay Fig Tree, APN 025-100-001.
3. Historic Landmarks Commission Landmark Designation Staff Report and Resolution No. 2011-01 for the Frederick H. Booth House, APN 055-160-060.
4. HLC Minutes for 105 Ontare Hills Lane and 1156 N. Ontare Road
5. Excerpt from December 2005 Historic Structures Report for property at 1156 N. Ontare Rd/ 105 Ontare Hills Lane and Letter from Theodore H. Smyth, Jr. dated August 29, 2011
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