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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:  February 14, 2012

TO: Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM: Library Administration, Library
SUBJECT: Re-Opening Eastside Library On Mondays

RECOMMENDATION: That Council:

A. Consider a request from Councilmembers Murillo and White to approve funding
to keep the Eastside Library open on Monday afternoons for the remainder of
Fiscal Year 2012 and consider funding Monday hours at the Eastside Library in
Fiscal Year 2013; and,

B. If approved by Council, authorize an increase in appropriation of $6,800 to the
General Fund Library Department’s Fiscal Year 2012 budget, funded from an
increase to estimated transient occupancy tax revenues, to cover the increase
costs.

DISCUSSION:

Due to budget reductions, the Eastside Library has been closed on Mondays since July
2010. A request was received from Councilmembers Murillo and White to approve
funding to keep the Eastside Library open on Monday afternoons for the remainder of
Fiscal Year 2012 and consider funding Monday hours at the Eastside Library in Fiscal
Year 2013.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

The cost for adjusting the schedule of the Eastside Library to include six days of
operation (Monday — Saturday) is $6,800 for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2012. If
approved by Council, staff recommends funding the current year cost of $6,800 from an
increase in estimated transient occupancy tax revenues. Staff could propose restoring
Monday hours as part of the development of the Fiscal Year 2013 budget.
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ATTACHMENT: Request from Councilmembers Bendy White and Cathy Murillo
PREPARED BY: Scott Love, Library Services Manager

SUBMITTED BY: Irene Macias, Library Director

APPROVED BY: City Administrator's Office
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City of Santa Barbara
Mayor and Council Office

Memorandum

James L. Armstrong, City Administrator

FROM: Bendy White W M///

Cathy Murillo

SUBJECT: Eastside Library

summary of information to be presented to the City Council:

As one of the City's cost-cutting measures, the Eastside Library has been closed on
Mondays for the last two years. While helping to balance the budget, the library closing
causes a significant hardship in the Eastside community. People of all ages not only use the
Eastside library for checking out books, reading and studying, but also rely on its eighteen
computers for a variety of needs. Many neighborhood residents have no other access to a
computer or to the internet.

Using predominantly hourly staff, the library could remain open Monday afternoons at a cost
of about $1,700 per month.

Statement of specific action the Council will be asked to take:

We request that the Council approve funding to keep the Eastside library open on Monday
afternoons for the remainder of fiscal 2011-12.

We also ask that Council consider funding Monday hours at the Eastside Library in its review
of the 2012-13 budget.

Statement of the reasons that it is appropriate and within the jurisdiction of the Council to

consider this matter and to take the requested action:

Funding the Eastside library on Monday afternoons is a reasonable and prudent action for
Council to take at this time, as General Fund revenues are roughly $1.5 million ahead of
projections. This action would consume less than $9,000 of that unanticipated revenue.


jjennings
Typewritten Text
1

jjennings
Typewritten Text
ATTACHMENT


Jim Armstrong, City Administrator
Eastside Library

January 30, 2012

Page 2

The library is a critical Eastside resource, serving as a constructive after-school activity for
youth and families. In addition, residents of all ages use the computers and internet for a
variety of important purposes such as job-hunting, resume writing, letters, emails and
research projects, including homework. Having the Eastside Library available to residents on
Mondays would be a positive, reasonable and greatly appreciated investment in the Eastside
neighborhood.
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