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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
May 22, 2012 
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department

SUBJECT:
Revised 2011 Housing Element 
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Approving a Revised 2011 General Plan Housing Element Incorporating Revisions to the Needs Assessment, Constraints, and Suitable Sites Inventory Chapters as Requested by the California Department of Housing and Community Development. 
DISCUSSION:
On December 1, 2011, the City Council unanimously adopted the 2011 General Plan Update, including the Housing Element.  On January 24, 2012, the Housing Element was submitted to the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) for final review and certification.  As part of this review, HCD requested that minor technical clarifications be incorporated into the Needs Assessment, Constraints, and Suitable Sites Inventory to address statutory requirements described in the Department’s letter of June 10, 2010.  With these amendments, on April 26, 2012, HCD found the 2011 Housing Element in compliance with State housing element law. (See Attachment 1)
The Department also commended the City for its programs that encourage and facilitate higher density infill development and strategies that promote the construction of housing for lower-income families and workers while strengthening the local economy.  The Housing Element now meets specific requirements for several State funding programs designed to reward local governments for compliance with State housing law.  
Revisions to the Housing Element
In response to HCD’s request, the following minor technical clarifications have been made to the 2011 Housing Element:
· Needs Assessment – Additional information and tables have been included under the Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) section to reflect the number of units which have been constructed between 2007 and 2011.  Information has also been added describing the City’s methodology for assigning the units to the various income affordability groups and demonstrating their availability in the planning process.
· Constraints – Information clarifying the typical processing time for a single family residence and a multi-family unit project has been included under the Processing Time section of the Constraints chapter.

· Suitable Sites Inventory – Additional analysis has been incorporated under the Suitable Sites Inventory and Development Capacity section to demonstrate that smaller sites can realistically accommodate new residential development.  Information describing past development trends and examples of projects whose development was facilitated by the merging of parcels and/or receiving development standard incentives was also added. 
See Attachment 2 for the precise text to be added to the Housing Element.
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

The revisions to the 2011 Housing Element do not require an allocation of funds.  The Housing Element can be revised with existing staff resources.
ATTACHMENT(S):
1.
HCD Letter dated April 26, 2012
2.
Revised Housing Element Text (underlined) 
PREPARED BY:
Irma Unzueta, Project Planner
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Assistant City Administrator
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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