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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
August 14, 2012
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Chief’s Staff, Police Department
SUBJECT:
Response To Grand Jury Report Regarding Citizen Access To Law Enforcement Audio/Video Recordings  
RECOMMENDATION:  

That Council authorize the Mayor and the Chief of Police to provide the City Council’s response to the report of the 2011-2012 Santa Barbara County Civil Grand Jury entitled, Citizen Access To Law Enforcement Audio/Video Recordings. 

DISCUSSION:
State Penal Code Section 933(c), requires that the “governing body” of each public agency that is the subject of a report from the County Civil Grand Jury, comment on those findings and recommendations contained in the report which are relevant to that particular public agency.

In a previous report dated October 4, 2011, entitled “Grand Jury Endorses Patrol Vehicle Cameras,” the Santa Barbara County Civil Grand Jury recommended that the Santa Barbara Police Department install mobile cameras in the police fleet.  The Santa Barbara Police Department is in the process of selecting a vendor to install these cameras. This project, to purchase and install mobile cameras, is funded in the Fiscal Year 2013 Police Department Budget.  

The Grand Jury has issued an additional report, entitled “Citizen Access to Law Enforcement Audio/Video Recordings:  “To be Seen or Not to be Seen?””  This report focuses on mobile cameras used by law enforcement agencies throughout Santa Barbara County and contains one finding, Finding # 7 and one recommendation, Recommendation # 6, that pertains to the Santa Barbara Police Department.  The Police Department’s response to the applicable Finding and Recommendation is contained in Attachment 2.    
The recommended Council action authorizes the Mayor and the Police Chief to send the attached cover letter (Attachment 1) and the required more detailed response to the Grand Jury (Attachment 2) in compliance with State Penal Code Section 933(c).
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

No financial impact.
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Letter to Grand Jury from Santa Barbara Police Department
2. Response to Grand Jury from Santa Barbara Police Department
PREPARED BY:
Frank Mannix, Deputy Police Chief
SUBMITTED BY:
Cam Sanchez, Police Chief
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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