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ABR Guidelines
SECTION 1 Site and Surrounding Area Considerations

1.1.2 Area Compatibility — Commercial and Multi-Family Residential

C. Transitional Areas. When a project is within close proximity to a landmark or historic
district, consideration may be given to that district's guidelines (SBMC §822.22.100 B). In
these areas, project design should promote a smooth transition from one usage area or
architectural style to the next. Special attention to consistency with the City's Urban
Design Guidelines is recommended.

SBMC

22.68.045 Project Compatibility Analysis.

A. PURPOSE. The purpose of this section is to promote effective and appropriate
communication between the Architectural Board of Review and the Planning
Commission (or the Staff Hearing Officer) in the review of development projects and in
order to promote consistency between the City land use decision making process and
the City design review process as well as to show appropriate concern for preserving
the historic character of certain areas of the City.

B. PROJECT COMPATIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS. In addition to any other
considerations and requirements specified in this Code, the following criteria shall be
considered by the Architectural Board of Review when it reviews and approves or
disapproves the design of a proposed development project in a noticed public hearing
pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 22.68:

1. Compliance with City Charter and Municipal Code; Consistency with Design
Guidelines. Does the project fully comply with all applicable City Charter and Municipal
Code requirements? Is the project’s design consistent with design guidelines applicable
to the location of the project within the City?

2. Compatible with Architectural Character of City and Neighborhood. Is the
design of the project compatible with the desirable architectural qualities and
characteristics which are distinctive of Santa Barbara and of the particular neighborhood
surrounding the project?

3. Appropriate size, mass, bulk, height, and scale. Is the size, mass, bulk, height,
and scale of the project appropriate for its location and its neighborhood?

4. Sensitivity to Adjacent Landmarks and Historic Resources. Is the design of the
project appropriately sensitive to adjacent Federal, State, and City Landmarks and other
nearby designated historic resources, including City structures of merit, sites, or natural
features?

5. Public Views of the Ocean and Mountains. Does the design of the project respond
appropriately to established scenic public vistas?
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6. Use of Open Space and Landscaping. Does the project include an appropriate
amount of open space and landscaping?

C. PROCEDURES FOR CONSIDERING PROJECT COMPATIBILITY.

1. Projects with Design Review Only. If a project only requires design review by the

Architectural Board of Review pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter and does not
require some form of discretionary land use approval, the Architectural Board of Review
shall consider the criteria listed in Subsection (B) above during the course of its review
of the project design prior to the issuance of a preliminary design approval for the
project.





