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 CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
 October 16, 2012   
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Recreation Division, Parks and Recreation Department 
SUBJECT:

Interview And Appointment Of Youth Intern Applicant To Parks And Recreation Commission                               
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council: 

A. Interview applicant Kate Yee for the position of Youth Intern on the Parks and Recreation Commission; and

B. Request that Mayor Schneider appoint Kate Yee to the position of Youth Intern on the Parks and Recreation Commission.
DISCUSSION:
 

On February 7, 1995, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 95-025 that established a Youth Intern Program for Charter Boards and Commissions.  The Resolution was established to expand the opportunities for City youth residents to participate in the City’s governmental and advisory role process. On June 6, 2000, Council adopted Resolution 00-044 rescinding Resolution No. 95-025, and extending the Youth Intern Program to high school student volunteers who reside within the Santa Barbara High School District or attend other high schools within the City limits. 
Youth interns learn first-hand how public decisions are made, and how City departments function in providing public services, while at the same time providing community service that may quality for academic credit.
Kate Yee                

Kate Yee is a senior at Santa Barbara High School with a strong commitment to community and school involvement and a penchant for academic study.  Kate has shown her strong interest in community service through her involvement with the Santa Barbara Youth Council.  In that role, Kate has led the coordination of several community youth events such as the Youth Council’s Spring Youth Speak Out on environmental issues.  She was also involved in the Martin Luther King, Jr. Parade and the Milpas Association winter event.  She was very attentive in receiving information on the Milpas Pedestrian Safety issue.  Currently, serving as the new Treasurer for the Santa Barbara Youth Council, Miss Yee has as a goal to involve the Youth Council in fundraising efforts to help other youth, such as those with autism or learning disabilities.   
In his letter of recommendation for Ms. Yee, Principal Becchio stated that Kate has always been enrolled in rigorous program of study and is a highly successful academic student.  Mr. Becchio further stated that Kate is also “an excellent person outside of academics…being involved in school leadership and caring deeply about the culture and climate of the school.”  This is exhibited by Kate’s other extracurricular activities such as being on the ASB for Santa Barbara High School, volunteer tutor for Santa Barbara Junior High, member of the Academy of Healing Arts (AHA), SBHS American Red Cross Club, Future Leaders of America, Link Crew, and member and manager of the Santa Barbara High School Marching and Jazz Band . 
The Parks and Recreation Commission has expressed its appreciation for the youth internship program, and staff is confident that Kate Yee would be an excellent Youth Intern to the Parks and Recreation Commission.                                             

ATTACHMENT(S):
1.
Youth Intern Application 

2.
Letter of Recommendation
PREPARED BY:
  Susan C. Young, Neighborhood and Outreach Services     Supervisor
SUBMITTED BY:
  Nancy L. Rapp, Parks and Recreation Director
APPROVED BY:

  City Administrator's Office
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