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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
October 23, 2012
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:
Proposed Landmark Designation Of The Central Library, Faulkner Gallery And The Corymbia (Eucalyptus) Citriodora Trees At 40 East Anapamu Street
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:

A. Consider recommendations of the Historic Landmarks Commission, the Library and Parks and Recreation Department Heads, the Library Board of Trustees and comments from the Parks and Recreation Commission on the proposed designation of the Central Library, Faulkner Gallery and the thirteen (13) Corymbia (Eucalyptus) Citriodora trees;
B. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Central Library and Faulkner Gallery at 40 East Anapamu as a City Landmark; 

C. Provide direction to revise resolution if changes are desired regarding designating the thirteen (13) Corymbia (Eucalyptus) Citriodora trees at 40 East Anapamu Street as a City Landmark; and
D. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Corymbia (Eucalyptus) Citriodora trees at 40 East Anapamu Street as a City Landmark. 

DISCUSSION:
Background

On November 30, 2011, the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) reviewed a city proposal to upgrade both the landscape and hardscape of the library plaza in order to create a large, flat, ADA accessible, well-lit space for Library and other community services. The proposed plaza improvements included removing three Corymbia (Eucalyptus) Citriodora trees in the planters immediately in front of the Library door on the north portion of the building to create a more visible and direct path to the entry foyer of the Library.  The outcome of the proposal generated concerns from citizens on the preservation of the Corymbia trees unique skyline in the downtown area, (see Attachment 2).  
Subsequent to the HLC hearing, a request was received from Landscape Architect Bob Cunningham that the HLC initiate the designation process to save the Corymbia trees proposed for removal.   A draft Landmark Nomination Report to designate five of the Corymbia trees was prepared by Landscape Architect, Bob Cunningham, dated April 5, 2012.  The HLC Designations Subcommittee reviewed the report.  The subcommittee supported the designation of the Corymbia trees and based their agreement on the historic and aesthetic significance of the Corymbia trees in creating a skyline that is important to the El Pueblo Viejo Landmark District.  In addition, the HLC subcommittee recommended that given the historic and architectural significance of the Central Library and the Faulkner Gallery that the buildings also be included in the landmark designation process along with the Corymbia trees.

HLC Recommendation

On August 29, 2012, the HLC held a public hearing to consider the information presented regarding the historic significance of the buildings and Corymbia trees.  Public comment was received in support and against the landmark designation of the Corymbia trees.   The HLC voted 7/0 to adopt Resolution No. 2012-1 to recommend to City Council that it designate the Central Library and Faulkner Gallery and the thirteen Corymbia (Eucalyptus) Citriodora trees at 40 East Anapamu Street as City Landmarks. The HLC determined that all these resources are historically significant and qualify for historic designation under Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 22.22.040. The historic information about these buildings and the Corymbia trees, along with copies of the HLC Resolution, are included with this report (see Attachment 1).
At the August 29, 2012 meeting, the HLC considered the unique siting, height and age of all the Corymbia trees on the City library site.  Because all thirteen of the Corymbia trees are estimated to be approximately eighty years old and none are more significant to the skyline than others, the Historic District Landmarks Commission agreed to recommend all thirteen Corymbia trees be designated rather than only a select few or those that were threatened by the proposed plaza plan (see Attachment 2). 
Section 22.22.050 of the Municipal Code of the City of Santa Barbara grants the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) the authority to initiate a designation process to recommend to the City Council the designation as a City Landmark of any structure, natural feature, site or area having historic, architectural, archaeological, cultural or aesthetic significance.
Although the designation of City Landmark is not as frequently applied to natural features as compared to structures, the City Council has on occasion designated natural resources such as groupings of trees, individual trees and gardens.  The City has designated only one other Corymbia tree to date.  In 1997, the Council designated a Corymbia (Eucalyptus) citriodora tree on the 400 block of Santa Barbara Street as a City Landmark due to its identification with a person who significantly contributed to the culture and development of the city and determined it was an important historic feature to the urban forest of the community.
Under the provisions of Article 19, Section 15308 of the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines and the City List of Activities Determined to Qualify for a Categorical Exemption (City Council Resolution Dated November 10, 1998), staff has determined that designation of the Central Library, Faulkner Gallery and Thirteen Corymbia (Eucalyptus) Citriodora trees at 40 East Anapamu Street, Assessor’s Parcel No. 039-232-002, as a City Landmark is a Categorical Exemption. 
SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA:

The HLC found that the Central Library and the Faulkner Gallery met the following City Landmark criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K, of the Municipal Code:

Criterion A.
Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State or the Nation.
Criterion D.
Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important to the City, the State, or the Nation.
Criterion E.
Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a neighborhood.
Criterion F.
Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons whose effort significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation.
Criterion G. 
Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship.
Criterion I.
Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood.
The HLC found that the thirteen Corymbia (Eucalyptus) Citriodora trees meet the following City Landmark criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K, of the Municipal Code:

Criterion I.
Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood.

Other Department and Advisory Board Recommendations
The City Parks and Recreation and Library Directors provided separate memorandums to the HLC outlining specific concerns regarding the proposed designation of the Corymbia trees.  The Parks and Recreation Director advised that there are sufficient ordinance tree protection mechanisms in place as outlined in Municipal Code Chapter 15.20 and believes the designation is not necessary at this time.  Both the Parks and Recreation and the Library Director believe there are competing public benefits that should be considered which may outweigh the need to preserve the Corymbia trees. Both Directors support the designation of the Central Library and Faulkner Gallery building as a City Landmark (see Attachment 3).
The Library Board of Trustees reviewed the proposed designation on September 25, 2012 and voted to support the designation of the Central Library and Faulkner Gallery buildings, but did not support the designation of the Corymbia trees, (see Attachment 4).

The Parks and Recreation Commission reviewed and discussed the proposed designation on September 26, 2012 and the majority did not support the designation of the Corymbia trees (see Attachment 5) at this time.

RECOMMENDATION:
Consider recommendations of the Historic Landmark Commission, the Library and Parks and Recreation Department Heads, the Library Board of Trustees and comments from the Parks and Recreation Commission on the proposed designation of the Central Library, Faulkner Gallery and the thirteen (13) Corymbia (Eucalyptus) Citriodora trees and adopt appropriate resolutions.
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
Historic Landmarks Commission Staff Report dated August 29, 2012

2. Resolution 2012-01 for Landmark Designation for the Central Library, Faulkner Gallery and thirteen Corymbia (Eucalyptus) Citriodora Trees at 40 East Anapamu Street, APN 039‑232‑002
3. HLC Minutes of the Public Hearing for the designation of the Central Library, Faulkner Gallery and thirteen Corymbia (Eucalyptus) Citriodora Trees as a City Landmark
4. Memorandum of the Library Director
5. Memorandum of the Parks and Recreation Director

6. Memorandum from Parks and Recreation Commission dated October 4, 2012

7. Memorandum of the Library Board of Trustees dated October 15, 2012
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