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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
November 13, 2012
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:
Proposed Landmark Designation Of Saint Anthony’s Seminary Complex And Grounds
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating Saint Anthony’s Seminary Complex and Grounds at 2300 Garden Street as a City Landmark. 
DISCUSSION:
Section 22.22.050 of the Municipal Code of the City of Santa Barbara grants the Historic Landmarks Commission the authority to initiate a designation process for a recommendation to the City Council concerning the designation  of any structure, natural feature, site or area having historic, architectural, archaeological, cultural or aesthetic significance as a City Landmark.
The Saint Anthony’s Seminary school complex is significant historically and architecturally for its unusual mix of architectural styles which are associated with Santa Barbara, including the Romanesque, Spanish Renaissance and Spanish Colonial Revival Styles.  Saint Anthony’s Seminary served as a Franciscan boys seminary school throughout most of the 20th century.  It expanded from one building constructed in 1901 to become a complex of seven buildings by 1949.  The 12‑acre campus sits behind the Santa Barbara Mission and the Mission Historical Park in El Pueblo Viejo Landmark District Part II. The property was once part of the Mission Santa Barbara lands.  Based on surface observations, historic maps, photographs, and results of archeological excavations, there is evidence that there are locations on St. Anthony’s campus which are considered to be high in archeological data potential dating from the time of the early Mission Days. The landscaping has also remained consistent since 1901, when the Seminary first opened; this includes the large open lawn area below the Main building, a series of palms and a Norfolk pine planted in front of the Main building, a large redwood tree at the rear of the campus, a rough faced ashlar retaining wall in front of the main building, sandstone walls along the Garden Street frontage, and the original sandstone gates at Garden Street.  
In a letter addressed to the city of Santa Barbara dated October 21, 2004, the present owners, the San Roque School Charitable Trust, stated that it anticipated working with the Landmarks Commission, in a manner consistent with the City’s El Pueblo Viejo Historic District Guidelines, on the planned exterior changes to the school building and grounds over which the Commission has design review authority. Since, 2006, the Commission has worked closely with the  owners in their efforts to rehabilitate the property. Historic research in the form of an Historic Structures Report prepared by Preservation Planning Associates dated April, 2009 and accepted by the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) on May 13, 2009 and summarized in a Staff Report dated September 12, 2012, determined that the St. Anthony Seminary Complex of Buildings and Grounds as defined in the site plan included in the Staff Report qualify for historic designation under City of Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 22.22.040 (Attachments 1 and 2).

On September 12, 2012, the HLC held a public hearing to consider the information St. Anthony’s presented regarding the historic significance of Saint Anthony’s Complex and Grounds and to make a recommendation on possible designation for the City Council.  The HLC voted 7/0 to adopt resolution number 2012-2 to recommend to City Council that it designate Saint Anthony’s Complex and Grounds as an official City Landmark.  The HLC determined that the Complex is historically significant and qualifies for historic designation under Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 22.22.040 (Attachment 3).  
Under the City List of Activities Determined to Qualify for a Categorical Exemption (City Council Resolution Dated November 10, 1998), staff has determined that designation of the St. Anthony Seminary Complex and Grounds located at 2300 Garden Street, Assessor’s Parcel No. 025-140-024, as a City Landmark is eligible for a Categorical Exemption from further environmental review as per the provisions of Article 19, Section 15308 of the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines.
SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA:

The Historic Landmark Commission found that Saint Anthony’s Seminary Complex and Grounds meets the following City Landmark designation criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, of the Municipal Code as follows:
Criterion A.
Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State or the Nation;

Criterion C.
Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture and development of the City, the State or the Nation;

Criterion D.
Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important to the City, the State, or the Nation;

Criterion E.
Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a neighborhood.
Criterion F.
Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons whose effort significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation;

Criterion H.
Its relationship to any other landmark if its preservation is essential to the integrity of that landmark;

Criterion I.
Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood;

Criterion J. 
Its potential of yielding significant information of archeological interest.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is staff’s recommendation that there is sufficient evidence on record that supports the City landmark designation for Saint Anthony’s Seminary Complex and Grounds.  Therefore, the HLC and Staff recommend to City Council that it adopt the attached resolution to designate Saint Anthony’s Seminary Complex and Grounds at 2300 Garden Street a City Landmark.
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
Historic Landmarks Commission Staff Report dated September 12, 2012

2. Resolution 2012-02 for Landmark Designation for Saint Anthony’s Seminary Complex and Grounds at 2300 Garden Street
3. HLC Minutes dated September 12, 2012 of the Public Hearing for the designation of  Saint Anthony’s Seminary Complex and Grounds
PREPARED BY:
Nicole Hernandez, Urban Historian
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Community Development Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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