EXHIBIT A

February 4, 2013


STATEMENT TO BE READ BY DESIGN REVIEW BOARD CHAIR WHEN A MEMBER OF THAT BOARD WILL BE MAKING A PRESENTATION – TO BE READ IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE AGENDA ITEM IS CALLED AND TO BE PRINTED ON THE AGENDAS. 

The State Political Reform Act’s conflict of interest provisions are intended to ensure that local public officials will perform their duties in an impartial manner, free from bias caused by their own financial interest. As a result, the Political Reform Act prohibits local public officials from “making, participating in making or using their official position to influence a governmental decision in which they may have a financial interest.” 

When a governmental decision is being made by the same board to which a local public official has been appointed, the official is attempting to use his or her official position to influence the decision of their own board if the official contacts other board members or city employees in order to discuss the possible decision and does so in a manner which appears to be an attempt to influence the decision. Generally, such an official is also attempting to use his or her official position to influence a decision if he or she appears before his or her own board. 
However, a narrow exception to these conflict provisions allow a local public official who is an architect, engineer, or similar design professional to make a presentation to his or her own board if the following limited circumstances apply:

a. the official is only presenting drawings or submissions of an architectural, engineering, or similar nature which the official himself or herself has prepared for a client and he or she only explains the drawings or responds to questions about the drawings and only so long as the official does not advocate any specific board decision or otherwise attempt to influence or “participate” in a board decision related to the drawings and the official’s client; 

b. The board qualifies as a “design review committee” as that term is used by Title 2, California Code of Regulations, section 18702.4, subparagraph (b)(5), (and the opinions and decisions of the state Fair Political Practices Commission) such as the Santa Barbara ABR, HLC, or the SFDB:

c. the official is an architect, engineer, or a person in a related profession and he or she was appointed to the board to fulfill a legal requirement that the board contain an architect, engineer, or other similar professional in a related profession;
d. the official is a “sole practitioner,” as that term is defined by Title 2, California Code of Regulations section 18702.4 (and in the opinions and decisions of the state Fair Political Practices Commission.) 

