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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
April 9, 2013
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:
Proposed Designation Of Two Landmarks: Stark House At 1709 Overlook Lane And The Veterans Memorial At 112 West Cabrillo Boulevard
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:
A. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Stark House at 1709 Overlook Lane (Assessor’s Parcel Number 015-192-016) a City Landmark;
B. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Veterans Memorial at 112 West Cabrillo Boulevard (Assessor’s Parcel Number 033-101-013) a City Landmark. 

DISCUSSION:
Section 22.22.050 of the Municipal Code of the City of Santa Barbara grants the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) the authority to adopt resolutions to forward recommendations to the City Council regarding Landmark designations.
On January 16, 2013, the HLC held a public hearing to consider the information presented regarding the historic significance of the Stark house and the Veterans Memorial.  The HLC voted to adopt resolution number 2013-01 to recommend to the City Council that it designate the Stark House as a City Landmark and voted to adopt resolution number 2013-2 to recommend to the City Council that it designate the Veterans Memorial as a City Landmark. The HLC determined through the staff reports that the resources are historically significant and qualify under Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 22.22.040 as City Landmarks (Attachments 1 and 2).  
The Stark House

The Stark House is significant for its French Norman style architecture. It was designed and erected in 1928 by George Washington Smith, a nationally acclaimed architect of the early twentieth century. Through his architectural designs in Santa Barbara, Smith made a significant contribution to the heritage of the City, State, and Nation. 

The property is the best example of a French Norman architectural type in the neighborhood and one of the few in the city of Santa Barbara. The home’s distinguishing characteristics, including its horizontal massing, asymmetrical main façade with unmatched gabled wings at each end, unusual window placement, steeply pitched roof with clay tile shingles, stucco siding, recessed wall openings, and exposed timber beams, have not been significantly diminished by the alterations that have occurred since it was built. The residence features many of the architectural elements that typify the French Norman style, but their creative rendering distinguishes the building from other French Norman designs in Santa Barbara, including those by Smith. 
The proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation is five feet around the perimeter of the George Washington Smith designed main house, as the landscape of the entire parcel has been altered and no longer conveys historic significance.  
The current home owners, Courtney and Tanny Jones, have been working with the HLC since 2012 to make alterations to the building that conform to the Standards for Rehabilitation established by the Secretary of the Interior. The property owner submitted a statement of support of the City Landmark designation on November 30, 2012. 
Historic research in the form of a Revised Historic Structures Report prepared by Ronald Nye dated May 9, 2012 and approved by the HLC on March 11, 2012 has determined that the Stark House qualifies for historic designation as a City Landmark under City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment criteria.
Veterans Memorial Building

The Veterans Memorial has been a designated Structure of Merit since 1983. However, the building warrants the elevated status of City Landmark based on its architectural significance as well as the extensive archeological prehistoric resources discovered below grade of the site.  The building was originally constructed in 1927 as a dance hall.  In 1936, noted local architects Winslow Soule and John Frederick Murphy designed a renovation of the dance hall in the Spanish Colonial Revival style that is an important regional style and significantly influenced the heritage of Santa Barbara.  The architecture displays a pedestrian loggia behind five arched bays that form an outdoor colonnade, three part wood windows, a French door and wrought-iron balcony that are all elements which embody outstanding attention to design, detail, material, and craftsmanship.  As the building is on the site of a prehistoric Chumash kitchen and burial ground, the site yields significant information of archeological interest since there are extensive prehistoric Chumash resources below grade on the site. 

The County Board of Supervisor’s, upon the request of the community, has authorized the County Architect to pursue elevating the status of the building to a City Landmark and applying to list the building on the National Register of Historic Places (Attachment 3).
Historic research in the form of a National Register of Historic Places Form and summarized in a Staff Report has determined that the Veterans Memorial qualifies for historic designation as a City Landmark under City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment criteria.
Under the City List of Activities Determined to Qualify for a Categorical Exemption (City Council Resolution Dated November 10, 1998), staff has determined that designation of the Stark House and the Veterans Memorial as City Landmarks are eligible for Categorical Exemptions as per the provisions of Article 19, Section 15308 of the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines.
SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA:

The Historic Landmark Commission found that the Stark House meets the following City Landmark criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K, of the Municipal Code:
Criterion A.
Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State or the Nation;

Criterion D.
Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important to the City, the State, or the Nation;

Criterion E.
Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a neighborhood.
Criterion F.
Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons whose effort significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation;

Criterion G.
Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship;
Criterion I.
Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood;
The HLC found that the Veterans Memorial meets the following City Landmark criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K, of the Municipal Code:

Criterion A.
Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State or the Nation;

Criterion D.
Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important to the City, the State, or the Nation;

Criterion F.
Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons whose effort significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation;

Criterion G.
Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship;
Criterion J.
Its potential of yielding significant information of archeological interest.

RECOMMENDATION:
It is staff’s recommendation that there is sufficient evidence on record that supports the City Landmark designations of the Stark House and the Veterans Memorial Building.  
The HLC and Staff recommend to City Council that it adopt resolutions to designate the Stark House and the Veterans Memorial Building as City Landmarks.
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
HLC Resolution No.  2013-01 and Staff Report dated January 16, 2013 for Landmark Designation of the Stark House. 
2. HLC Resolution No. 2013-02 and Staff Report dated January 16, 2013 for Landmark Designation of the Veterans Memorial Building. 
3. County Record Action by the Board of Supervisors, November 13, 2012
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