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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
November 12, 2013
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department

SUBJECT:
General Plan Safety Element Update
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Adopting the 2013 Safety Element Update to the General Plan and Making Environmental Findings Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act.
DISCUSSION:
The City’s General Plan Seismic Safety and Safety Element document has not been comprehensively updated since the original adoption (1979).  In 2010-2011, the City applied for and received Disaster Recovery Initiative (DRI) funds to prepare the Safety Element Update.  The funds were allocated in response to recent wildfire disaster declarations (Gap and Tea fires).  

In April 2013, a Draft Safety Element was released for public review.  In addition to hazard identification and avoidance, the 2013 Safety Element Update emphasizes community resilience and neighborhood involvement in planning for and responding to emergencies.

The City Planning Commission held a public hearing and discussion on May 23, 2013.  Several comment letters were received.  Comments were either incorporated into the September 2013 revised Safety Element or were explained and responded to in the Planning Commission Staff Report dated September 12, 2013 (Attachment 1). 

Local Coastal Program Hazards Section Update
In April, 2013, a draft Hazards Section, the Local Coastal Program (LCP) equivalent of the Safety Element, was released for public review.  A copy of the Hazards Section was submitted to the Coastal Commission staff for their early review.  Coastal Staff replied with extensive comments that go well beyond the scope of the Safety Element as drafted and funded by the DRI grant.  As a result, the Hazards Section of the LCP will not be updated at this time.

However, Coastal staff and Planning Division staff have begun work on a comprehensive update of the City’s LCP.   This includes applying for grant funding as opportunities arise.  To date, two grant applications have been submitted.   

Citywide policies in the Safety Element will be considered for general City policy direction to help inform application of existing LCP policies when decisions are made for development citywide, including in the Coastal Zone.  However, until an update to the LCP is certified by the Coastal Commission, existing City LCP policies will apply as a basis for issuing Coastal Development Permits.  

Planning Commission Recommendation to Council
Draft minutes from the Planning Commission meeting of September 19, 2013 are provided as Attachment 2.  

The Commission discussion resulted in two changes to the Safety Element.  On page 45, text was added to acknowledge potential aviation hazards related to helicopter and aircraft activity at Cottage Hospital and potentially other locations.  On page 56, text was added to recognize Waterfront and Harbor Rescue Operations as important community resources.  

During the Planning Commission discussion, Commissioner Lodge questioned why the Sheffield Reservoir was identified as having moderate liquefaction potential (Figure 9 of the Safety Element).  At the meeting, Mr. Rodriguez (consultant) replied that this is primarily a factor of soil type and depth to groundwater issues.  After the meeting, staff contacted the geo-technical sub-consultant for the Safety Element Update (Steve Campbell of Campbell Geo).  Mr. Campbell provided some additional background.  

In 1925 the Sheffield Reservoir failed due to well documented liquefaction during the Santa Barbara Earthquake.  Since liquefaction occurred at the site in the past, the potential for future liquefaction is considered moderate as shown on the Potential Liquefaction Hazard Zones map (figure 9).  
A draft Planning Commission Resolution is provided as Attachment 3.   Attachment 4 is a copy of the public correspondence received for the Planning Commission meeting of September 19, 2013.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
An Addendum to the Program Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the 2011 General Plan Update (SCH 2009011031) has been prepared.  The addendum is included in the Safety Element Technical Background Report as Appendix C.  The addendum finds that the 2013 Safety Element would result in no changes to the impacts of the General Plan Update as identified in the Program EIR.  

SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT:  

The Safety Element Update furthers the City’s Sustainability goals by emphasizing community resilience and the importance of preparing for disasters and emergencies at the local level.
Notes:

Copies of the Proposed Final Safety Element have been forwarded to City Council members under separate cover.

The Proposed Final Safety Element is available on the City’s website at:

www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov/SafetyElement
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Planning Commission Staff Report (September 12, 2013)
2. Draft Planning Commission Minutes (September 19, 2013 meeting)

3. Draft Planning Commission Resolution (September 19, 2013 meeting)

4. Public Correspondence Planning Commission Meeting of September 19, 2013

PREPARED BY:
John Ledbetter, Principal Planner
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Community Development Director / Assistant City Administrator
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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