
California Code of Regulations Section 13577(h) 

 

13577. Criteria for Permit and Appeal Jurisdiction Boundary Determinations. 

 
(h) Coastal Bluffs. Measure 300 feet both landward and seaward from the bluff line or 
edge. Coastal bluff shall mean: 
 
(1) those bluffs, the toe of which is now or was historically (generally within the last 200 
years) subject to marine erosion; and  
 
(2) those bluffs, the toe of which is not now or was not historically subject to marine 
erosion, but the toe of which lies within an area otherwise identified in Public Resources 
Code Section 30603(a)(1) or (a)(2).  
 
Bluff line or edge shall be defined as the upper termination of a bluff, cliff, or seacliff. In 
cases where the top edge of the cliff is rounded away from the face of the cliff as a 
result of erosional processes related to the presence of the steep cliff face, the bluff line 
or edge shall be defined as that point nearest the cliff beyond which the downward 
gradient of the surface increases more or less continuously until it reaches the general 
gradient of the cliff. In a case where there is a steplike feature at the top of the cliff face, 
the landward edge of the topmost riser shall be taken to be the cliff edge. The termini of 
the bluff line, or edge along the seaward face of the bluff, shall be defined as a point 
reached by bisecting the angle formed by a line coinciding with the general trend of the 
bluff line along the seaward face of the bluff, and a line coinciding with the general trend 
of the bluff line along the inland facing portion of the bluff. Five hundred feet shall be the 
minimum length of bluff line or edge to be used in making these determinations. 
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