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AGENDA DATE: June 4, 2013 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Water Resources Division, Public Works Department 
 
SUBJECT: Cachuma Conservation Release Board Fiscal Year 2013-2014 

Budget Ratification 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That Council ratify the Cachuma Conservation Release Board Fiscal Year 2013-2014 
budget.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The Cachuma Conservation Release Board (CCRB) is a joint powers agency consisting of 
three of the four South Coast members of the Cachuma Project: the City of Santa Barbara, 
the Goleta Water District, and the Montecito Water District.  CCRB represents the interests 
of its members in matters relating to Cachuma Project water rights.  Councilmember 
Francisco represents the City on CCRB.  (The Carpinteria Valley Water District withdrew 
from CCRB on January 1, 2011).  
 
The CCRB budget was approved by the CCRB board on April 26, 2013, and, to be 
effective, must be ratified by each of the member agencies.  The total amount of the 
CCRB budget is $1,854,516.  The City of Santa Barbara’s share is 40.88% which is 
$758,126.    
 
The attached budget is divided into three major categories:  Administrative; Legal Activities 
and Consultant Activities.  The Administrative budget has very few changes from Fiscal 
Year 2012-2013 and primarily pays the salary of the CCRB manager.   The Legal Activities 
budget increases by approximately $100,000 and reflects the ongoing status of the State 
Water Board Water Rights Decision and the work associated with the pending biological 
assessment and resultant biological opinion for Cachuma Lake.  The Consultant Activities 
portion of the budget increased the most, reflecting the numerous studies needed for the 
biological assessment and the development of a program of projects that will ensure the 
continued survival of the endangered Steelhead Trout.  The Consultant Activities budget 
also includes $200,000 for work by a public relations firm to facilitate communications 
between the various federal agencies and the parties benefiting from the Cachuma Project 
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in the attempt to balance water needs with environmental protection in the most effective 
manner.  
 
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 
 
Funds are included in the recommended Fiscal Year 2014 Water Fund operating budget 
to pay the City’s share of the CCRB budget.  At their regular meeting of May 13, 2013, 
the Board of Water Commissioners voted (3/1/0) to recommend ratification of the CCRB 
budget.  
 
ATTACHMENT(S): CCRB Budget  
 
PREPARED BY: Rebecca Bjork, Water Resources Manager/mh 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Christine F. Andersen, Public Works Director 
 
APPROVED BY: City Administrator’s Office 
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