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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
April 15, 2014
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Patrol Division, Police Department
SUBJECT:
Appeal Of Fire & Police Commission’s Decision To Suspend 805 Roadside Towing From Participation In The Police Department’s Tow Rotation List
RECOMMENDATION:
That Council consider the appeal filed by Aaron Boucher, owner/operator of 805 Roadside Towing, regarding  the Fire & Police Commission’s decision to suspend 805 Roadside Towing from participation in the Police Department’s tow rotation list.

DISCUSSION:
On January 22, 2014, during its regular meeting, the Fire and Police Commission held an annual compliance review of tow companies that are on the Police Department’s tow rotation list.  The tow rotation list is used to equitably distribute Police Department towing operations among qualified and approved tow service providers.  At the meeting, the Fire & Police Commission determined that 805 Roadside Towing was not in compliance with the Santa Barbara Police Department Tow Rotation List Rules and Regulations and ordered corrections to be completed by 805 Roadside Towing to be done by the next Fire & Police Commission meeting to be held on February 27, 2014.  

At the February 27, 2014 Fire and Police Commission meeting, the Police Department staff report concluded that 805 Roadside Towing was not in compliance with Section 2(c) of the Santa Barbara Police Department Tow Rotation List Rules and Regulations for failure to possess a City business permit for a minimum period of 3 years, and Section 2(f) for failure to maintain a vehicle storage lot with minimum storage space of 20,000 square feet. As a result, Police staff’s recommendation to the Fire and Police Commission was to suspend 805 Roadside Towing from participating in the Santa Barbara Police Department’s tow rotation until such time as they came into compliance with the tow rules and regulations. Mr. Boucher appeared at the meeting and argued against the suspension. In a 3-2 vote, the commissioners suspended 805 Roadside Towing from participating in the Police Department’s  tow rotation list.
Mr. Aaron Boucher, owner of 805 Roadside Towing, filed an appeal of the Fire & Police Commission’s decision to the City Council.  The 805 Roadside Towing Administrative Record is available for public viewing in the City Clerk’s Office.
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Appeal Letter Dated March 10, 2014
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