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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

AGENDA DATE:
May 13, 2014
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM:
Water Resources Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:
Introduction Of Ordinance To Amend Santa Barbara Municipal Code Chapter 14.20 And Review Of Proposed Drought Water Regulations
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:

A. Introduce and subsequently adopt, by reading of title only, An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Amending Chapter 14.20 of the Municipal Code With Respect to Unlawful Water Use and Regulations During Water Shortage Conditions; and
B. Consider water use regulations proposed to be effective upon declaration of a Stage Two Drought Condition.
DISCUSSION: 
Santa Barbara Municipal Code (SBMC) Chapter 14.20 specifies regulations related to the use of water supplied by the City’s water distribution system.  Section 14.20.140 addresses unauthorized consumption of water through a City meter and was last amended in 1984.  Section 14.20.215 establishes water use regulations that become effective upon Council’s adoption of a resolution declaring a Stage Two or Stage Three Drought Condition.  This section was created as a part of the drought response effort in 1989, as were sections 225 through 227, which provide the applicable remedies for violations of the regulations.

A Stage One Drought Condition was declared by the City Council on February 11, 2014.  At that time, Council was advised that preparations for a Stage Two Drought Condition would commence.  These preparations have included a review of the content and administration of drought water use regulations. Previous drought experience demonstrated the need to modify water use regulations as water supply conditions change and unforeseen issues arise.  Historically, changes to water use regulations were made by Council resolution as authorized in the SBMC, which is appropriate.  However, this process resulted in some confusion due to the difference between regulations in the SBMC and those in the resolution.

With regard to regulations that apply during all times (not limited to times of water shortage), staff is proposing to add a new section to Chapter 14.20,  which is necessary to clarify that certain uses of City water from the City’s distribution system are prohibited and unlawful.  The activities to be prohibited by the new section are essentially activities that result in someone taking City water without paying for it, or taking it in a manner that could compromise water quality in the distribution system.  These activities must be prohibited at all times, and are of even greater concern during times of water shortage.

The new section includes prohibiting the following:

· Water use through a meter by persons other than the account holder or other authorized user, such as a tenant.

· Water use through a fire hydrant without a permit.

· Water use through a dedicated fireline, except in response to fire.

· Unauthorized water use through an unmetered connection.

· Any use of water through a meter for which there is no active billing account.
· Unauthorized removal of a meter.

Staff is also proposing to amend section 14.20.215 which currently includes the  regulations that may be imposed upon the City Council’s declaration of a Stage Two or Stage Three drought condition.  The proposed amendment to section 14.20.215 would remove the specific regulations from the SBMC and retain the provision that regulations during drought or other water shortage conditions would be established by City Council resolution.  The City Council will thereby retain the flexibility to promptly address the changing water supply situation in times of water shortage and impose the necessary regulations on water use, while avoiding inconsistencies with the SBMC.

The revised language also incorporates the broader term “water shortage condition,” into the SBMC, consistent with State requirements and the fact that drought is not the City’s only water shortage vulnerability.  
Attached is a draft of the Resolution Declaring a Stage Two Drought Condition, which includes the regulations staff is recommending based on the City’s current water supply situation.  Staff reviewed and received input on the proposed ordinance and resolution at  the City Water Commission on April 14, 2014.  On April 29, 2014, the Ordinance Committee recommended approval of the proposed ordinance and reviewed the proposed Stage Two regulations.  One member of the Ordinance Committee suggested that the proposed prohibition on use of water in ornamental water features and fountains be modified to exclude those that include fish or other animals.  

Staff is requesting that the Council provide input to staff on the Stage Two Drought Declaration and the proposed regulations.  Staff will  incorporate the suggestions made by Council and members of the public, as appropriate, in preparing the final draft of the resolution for consideration by the Council on May 20, 2014. 
ATTACHMENT(S):
Draft Resolution Declaring Stage 2 Drought Condition and Establishing Water Use Regulations to be Effective During a Stage Two Drought Condition
PREPARED BY:
Joshua Haggmark, Acting Water Resources Manager/BF/mh
SUBMITTED BY:
Rebecca J. Bjork, Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator’s Office
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