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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
June 10, 2014
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:
Proposed Designation Of Three City Landmarks: The Santa Barbara Club At 1105 Chapala Street, The Unitarian Church At 1535 Santa Barbara Street, And The Masonic Temple At 16 East Carrillo Street
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:
A. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Santa Barbara Club at 1105 Chapala Street as a City Landmark; 
B. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Unitarian Church at 1535 Santa Barbara Street as a City Landmark; and
C. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Masonic Temple at 16 East Carrillo Street as a City Landmark.
DISCUSSION:
Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 22.22.050 grants the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) the authority to adopt resolutions to forward recommendations to the City Council regarding City Landmark designations.  Designation as a City Landmark confers honor and recognition on structures contributing to the City’s unique historical and architectural traditions.  
On March 12, 2014, the HLC held public hearings for three separate City Landmark designations; the Unitarian Church, the Masonic Temple, and the Santa Barbara Club.  The HLC voted 8 to 0 to adopt resolution number 2014-3 to recommend to the City Council that it designate the Unitarian Church as a City Landmark and resolution number 2014-2 to recommend to the City Council that it designate the Masonic Temple as a City Landmark.  The HLC continued the hearing for the Santa Barbara Club for two weeks at the request of the property owners.  The owners wanted additional time to present to the HLC a thorough building history prepared by the architectural historians, Post/Hazeltine Associates. On March 26, 2014, HLC voted 8 to 0 to adopt resolution number 2014-1 to recommend to the City Council that it designate the Santa Barbara Club as a City Landmark. The HLC determined through evidence provided in the staff reports that the three resources are historically and architecturally significant and qualify under Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 22.22.040 as City Landmarks (Attachments 1, 2 and 3).
Under the City List of Activities Determined to Qualify for a Categorical Exemption (City Council Resolution Dated November 10, 1998), staff has determined that the designation of the Santa Barbara Club, the Unitarian Church, and the Masonic Temple as City Landmarks are eligible for Categorical Exemptions as per the provisions of Article 19, Section 15308 of the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines.

The Santa Barbara Club
The Santa Barbara Club building is significant for its Neoclassical style architecture.  It was designed 1904 by noted Santa Barbara architect, Francis W. Wilson, who made a significant contribution to the heritage of the City.  The Neoclassical style was popular across the United States for affluent and important buildings in the early 20th Century, because the appropriation of classical forms suggested learning, democratic values, moral virtue, and a sophisticated appreciation of beauty.  The style represents the confidence of a wealthy new nation coming into its own as a world power in the 20th century. The Santa Barbara Club is the best example of a Neoclassical style building in downtown Santa Barbara with its classical elements of a dentil molding, bracketed cornice, round arches and the symmetrical façade.  The Neoclassical Santa Barbara Club gave Santa Barbara a structure that speaks to the importance of the members of the Community and is an important part of Santa Barbara’s heritage. 
Upon notification of the proposed Landmark designation, the property owners submitted a statement of support of the designation on January 21, 2014.  The property owners not only supported the designation, but hired architectural historians at Post/Hazeltine Associates to complete an in depth building history of the structure. 
The building history prepared by Post/Hazeltine revealed that there were other elements on the property that were historically significant that should be added to the City Landmark Designation of the two-story building constructed in 1904. The proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation was revised to include the two-story building constructed in 1904, the one-story brick building on Chapala Street (c. 1904-1907), the plastered wall and piers on Chapala Street (c. 1904-1906), and the sandstone retaining walls along Figueroa Street as per the map on page 3 of the Staff Report.
The Unitarian Church
The Unitarian Church building was designed by noted Santa Barbara architect E. Keith Lockard in 1930. The building’s composition, massing and simplicity are exemplary of the Spanish Colonial Revival style which is an important regional style that significantly influenced the heritage of Santa Barbara. The hand cut, stone archway, wrought iron details, intricately carved wood door, and detailed windows are a few examples of the outstanding attention to detail, materials, and craftsmanship.

The proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation is 5 feet around the 1930 church, courtyard and stucco wall. The 1957 building portion of the parcel is not included in the City Landmark designation as noted on page 2 of the staff report.

Historic research in the form of the Historic Structures/Sites Report accepted on August 22, 2007 by the Historic Landmarks Commission, has determined that the property listed in the title of this document qualifies for historic designation under City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment criteria.
The Masonic Temple
Constructed in 1924, the Masonic Temple played a significant part in the heritage of Santa Barbara as it was designed by noted architect, Carl Werner in the Italian Mediterranean style. The Temple was designed as a meeting house for Santa Barbara’s influential Freemasons as well as the Scottish Rite. The architect paid great attention to intricate details, as demonstrated in the ornate detail of the elegant terra-cotta and pre-cast stone relief that adorn the entrance, arcade and cornice of the exterior of the Masonic Temple.
The proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation includes the entire parcel with no perimeter as the building encompasses the entire parcel and the City Landmark designation does not include the interior of the building.

At the public hearing on March 12, 2014, members of the Masonic Temple spoke in opposition to the City Landmark designation based on concerns that the designation would impact the activities on the interior and impose control over exterior sacred emblems, symbols and bank tenant space. In response to these concerns, Staff clarified that the storefront space has been altered from the original appearance and any future applications for altered space will be based on compatibility with the rest of the building and will not be required to be returned to its original appearance.  Commissioners stated that the emblems and symbols that adorn the building help tell the history of the building and contribute to the building’s historic significance and would be elements that would be protected by the HLC.  In addition, because of the high standard of architecture that the Masons across the country have had for their buildings, staff and HLC members noted that many Masonic Temples in California and across the nation have been designated both locally and listed on the National Register for Historic Places based on architectural importance of the buildings. Because the building had such a high level of architectural significance to Santa Barbara, the HLC voted 8 to 0 to adopt resolution number 2014-2 to recommend to the City Council that it designate the Masonic Temple as a City Landmark.  

On April 29, 2014, a letter to the Urban Historian was submitted by the law firm Haws, Record & Magnusson, LLP representing the Masons stating that the Masons withdraw their opposition to the designation of the buildings with the understanding that HLC has no purview over the interior of the building or the artifacts in the time capsule in the cornerstone of the building.
SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA:

The HLC found that the Santa Barbara Club meets the following City Landmark criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K, of the Municipal Code:
Criterion A.
Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State or the Nation;
Criterion C.
Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture and development of the City, the State, or the Nation;
Criterion D.
Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important to the City, the State, or the Nation;
Criterion E. 
Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a neighborhood;
Criterion F.
Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons whose effort significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation;

Criterion G.
Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship;
Criterion I.
Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood.
The HLC found that the Unitarian Church meets the following City Landmark criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K, of the Municipal Code:

Criterion A.
Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State or the Nation;

Criterion D.
Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important to the City, the State, or the Nation;

Criterion F.
Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons whose effort significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation;

Criterion G.
Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship;
Criterion I.
Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood.
The HLC found that the Masonic Temple meets the following City Landmark criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K, of the Municipal Code:

Criterion A.
Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State or the Nation;
Criterion C.
Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture and development of the City, the State, or the Nation;
Criterion D.
Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important to the City, the State, or the Nation;
Criterion E. 
Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a neighborhood;
Criterion F.
Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons whose effort significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation;

Criterion G.
Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship;
Criterion I.
Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood.
RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends the designation of these three buildings that are architectural gems to the City of Santa Barbara. The outstanding attention to detail, materials and craftsmanship cannot be duplicated.  These prominent and beautifully designed buildings deserve to join the elite list of City Landmarks that are important structures contributing to the City’s unique historical and architectural traditions.  
Staff and the HLC recommend that there is sufficient evidence on record that supports the City Landmark designation of the Santa Barbara Club, the Unitarian Church, and the Masonic Temple and that City Council adopt resolutions designating the Santa Barbara Club the Unitarian Church, and the Masonic Temple as City Landmarks.

ATTACHMENTS:
1.
HLC Resolution No. 2014-1 and Staff Report for the Santa Barbara Club, dated March 26, 2014
 2. 
HLC Resolution No. 2014-3 and Staff Report for the Unitarian Church, dated March 12, 2014
3.
HLC Resolution No. 2014-2 and Staff Report for the Masonic Temple, dated March 12, 2014
NOTE:
The following information has been provided to Councilmembers under separate cover and is available for review in the City Clerk’s office and online as noted:

· Building History prepared by Post/Hazeltine Associates Architectural Historians, dated March 18, 2014 available at City Clerk Office.
PREPARED BY:
Nicole Hernandez, Urban Historian
SUBMITTED BY:
Bettie Weiss, Acting Community Development Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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