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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
November 18, 2014
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Business & Property Division, Airport Department 

SUBJECT:
Adoption Of Revised Minimum Standard Requirements For Airport Aeronautical Activities
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Approving the Revised Minimum Standard Requirements for Airport Aeronautical Activities at the Santa Barbara Airport and Repealing Resolution No. 06-078.

DISCUSSION:
Background
Airports that receive Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) grant funding are obligated to operate the airport for the use and benefit of the public and to make the airport available for all types, kinds, and classes of aeronautical activity without granting an exclusive right to any entity conducting aeronautical activities. Aeronautical activity includes general and corporate aviation, air taxi and charter operations, air carrier operations, pilot training, aircraft rental and sightseeing, aerial photography, crop dusting, aerial advertising and surveying, aircraft sales and services, aircraft storage, sale of aviation petroleum products, repair and maintenance of aircraft, sale of aircraft parts, and other activities related to the operation of aircraft.
Minimum standards aid an airport in ensuring that safe, efficient, and adequate levels of operations and services are provided to the public.  In exchange for the opportunity to engage in a commercial aeronautical activity, an aeronautical service provider agrees to meet the minimum standards established by the airport.  

In 1998, the Airport prepared, and City Council adopted, the first comprehensive Minimum Standard Requirements for Airport Aeronautical Services (Minimum Standards) document (Resolution No. 98-098).  Minimum standards are periodically reviewed and updated to incorporate changes in the aviation industry and at the Airport.  The Minimum Standards were last updated in 2006 (Resolution No. 06-078).
Revised Minimum Standards
A Minimum Standards committee composed of representatives from the Fixed Base Operators (FBOs), flight schools, maintenance providers, fuel providers, charter services, and three Airport Commissioners began meeting in July to review, discuss, and revise each section of the Minimum Standards.  

ARTICLE 1- INTRODUCTION  

The introduction was revised to include the benefits of establishing minimum standards; to clarify the applicability of the minimum standards; to require that service providers must also meet all applicable federal, state, and city laws, ordinances, codes, rules, and regulations and that the Minimum Standards are intended to be consistent with all applicable laws, ordinances, codes, rules, and regulations; and to include a severability clause.
ARTICLE 2- DEFINITIONS

New definitions for Aeronautical Activity, Air Carrier, California Fire Code, and Code of Federal Regulations were created.  The definitions for Commercial Operator and Fixed Base Operator were modified.  Definitions not referenced elsewhere in the document were deleted.  

ARTICLE 3- GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMERCIAL AERONAUTICAL SERVICES

All commercial operators are required to comply with security and environmental laws and regulations, to provide management control and supervision for services being offered, to conduct business in a safe and professional manner, to meet the insurance requirements set forth in its lease, permit, or agreement, and are prohibited from interfering with radios, utilities, and navigational aids.  Grounds for disapproving an application to provide service were also established for all operators. 

ARTICLE 5- FIXED BASE OPERATORS

FBOs are required to provide helicopter parking and certain specific aviation line services, such as ground power and starting equipment.  An FBO may not subcontract fuel and oil sales or aircraft storage, but may subcontract maintenance and specific aviation line services.

ARTICLE 6- AIRCRAFT FUELS OPERATOR

Specific references to the California Fire Code and fire permits were added to the section on fueling operators and provisions redundant with the California Fire Code were eliminated.  Fixed fuel storage facilities are required for FBOs and self-service operators, and limits were placed on the size of the facilities for self-service and self-fueling operators.

ARTICLE 7- SPECIALIZED AVIATION SERVICE OPERATOR AND ARTICLE 8- INDEPENDENT OPERATORS

The term Mobile Service Provider was replaced by Independent Operator, which is the term used by the FAA.  Maintenance providers were eliminated from the list of eligible Independent Operators.  However, Specialized Aviation Service Operators (SASOs) are authorized to use a third party operator to provide specific services, e.g. for original equipment manufacturer maintenance.  The SASO is fully responsible for the third party operator’s compliance with Airport rules and regulations.

Summary
On September 30, 2014 the Minimum Standards Committee voted to recommend approval of the revised Minimum Standards to the Airport Commission.

Airport Commission recommended approval of the revised Minimum Standards for Airport Aeronautical Activities at the Santa Barbara Airport at their October 15, 2014 meeting.
ATTACHMENT:
Revised Minimum Standard Requirements, Final
PREPARED BY:
Tom Bullers, Administrative Analyst
SUBMITTED BY:
Hazel Johns, Airport Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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