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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
February 3, 2015
TO:
Mayor and Council members

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:
Designation Of Joseph Knowles Mural, First Church of Christ, Scientist, And Mont Joie Residence As City Landmarks
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:
A. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Joseph Knowles Mural at 38 West Victoria Street (Formerly Known as 34 West Victoria Street Along 1200 Block of Chapala Street) as a City Landmark;
B. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the First Church of Christ, Scientist at 116-120 East Valerio Street as a City Landmark; and
C. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Mont Joie Residence at 931 Las Alturas Road as a City Landmark.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 22.22.050 grants the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) the authority to adopt resolutions to forward recommendations to the City Council regarding City Landmark designations.  Designation as a City Landmark confers honor and recognition on structures contributing to the City’s unique historical and architectural traditions.
On October 8, 2014, the HLC held a public hearing for the City Landmark designation of the Joseph Knowles Mural. The HLC voted 8 to 0 to adopt a resolution to recommend to the City Council that it designate the Joseph Knowles Mural as a City Landmark. On November 19, 2014, the HLC held two separate public hearings for City Landmark designations; the First Church of Christ, Scientist and the Mont Joie Residence. The HLC voted 6 to 0 to adopt a resolution to recommend to the City Council that it designate the First Church of Christ, Scientist as a City Landmark. The HLC voted 7 to 0 to adopt a resolution to recommend to the City Council that it designate the Mont Joie Residence as a City Landmark. The HLC determined through evidence provided in the HLC Staff Reports that the three resources are historically and architecturally significant and qualify under Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 22.22.040 as City Landmarks (Attachments 1, 2 and 3).
The Joseph Knowles Mural
The Joseph Knowles Mural is significant for its historical and cultural influence on the heritage of the City.  It was designed in 1958 by noted Santa Barbara artist, Joseph Knowles, who made a significant contribution to the heritage of the City.  The mural represents the largest, mid-twentieth century public art piece in Santa Barbara.  The mural consists of six panels made out of polychromatic tiles. The panels depict six historic epochs in the history of Santa Barbara County in sequential order from left to right (north to south). The first panel depicts the area’s first inhabitants, the Chumash, the successive periods are represented by the Spanish explorers, Mission Santa Barbara, the California rancho, the American settler, and finally the modern era. When the mid-century grocery store building upon which the mural was originally installed, was demolished, the mural was carefully removed, cleaned and installed on the west elevation of the new Public Market building facing Chapala Street. The mural was added to the City’s List of Potential Historic Resource in 2013 and noted as eligible for designation as a City Landmark and for inclusion on the California Register of Historical Resources and National Register of Historic Places based on the findings of the Historic Structures/Sites Report.
The proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation is the six panels of the mural and excludes the 2014 building upon which it is hung.

On May 27, 2014, the property owner, Margaret L. Cafarelli of Victoria Street Partners, LLC, sent a letter supporting the City Landmark designation.

Historic research in the form of the Historic Structures/Sites Report accepted on September 16, 2009, by the Historic Landmarks Commission, has determined that the mural qualifies for historic designation under City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment criteria.
The First Church of Christ, Scientist
Constructed in 1931, the First Church of Christ, Scientist, was designed by noted San Francisco architect, Henry Gutterson, in the Byzantine and Romanesque styles with Santa Barbara Mediterranean influence seen in the walls of poured concrete over form boards, and red roof tiles. The landscape, including the mature magnolia trees along Santa Barbara Street was designed by noted local landscape designer, Lockwood de Forest. The structure has been on the City’s Potential Historic Resource list since 1986 as it is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, California Register of Historic Resources, and as a City Landmark for its architectural style, historical significance, and notable architect.
The proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation is limited to the footprint of the church originally designed by Henry Gutterson (1931) and six feet around the garden side of the church building; and included within this boundary is the decorative cement sidewalk on the garden side of the church building, with no specific flora included in this six foot area; and the designation also includes a) the courtyard fountain in its current location, b) the stepped concrete garden wall along Valerio and Santa Barbara streets and c) the significant mature trees along the garden wall, being character defining elements of the Lockwood de Forest landscape, as per the site plan on page two of the HLC Staff Report.

On October 21, 2014, representatives of the church membership sent an e-mail stating that the City Landmark designation has the support of the great majority of the church’s membership. Representatives of the church membership were in attendance at the HLC Public Hearing.
Historic research in the form of a HLC Staff Report was accepted by the Historic Landmarks Commission on November 19, 2015, determining that the improvements described above qualify for historic designation under City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment criteria.
Mont Joie Residence
Constructed in 1928, the L-shaped, two-story residential villa, known as Mont Joie is one of Santa Barbara’s architectural gems that is a significant part of the heritage of the City.  Mont Joie is the French term for Mount Joy and the residence was designed using elements of the Italian Renaissance, Beaux Arts, and French Eclectic styles. A circular motor court brings visitors to the home, with a façade that features wrought-iron window railings, elegant balconies, flared eaves and French doors on the south elevation. The property was added to the City’s Potential Historic Resource list in 2013. Based on the findings in the 2002 Historic Structure Report, the building is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, California Register of Historic Resources, and as a City Landmark for its architectural style. This HLC Staff Report is a summary of the findings of the 2002 Historic Structure Report completed by Applied Earth Works.
The proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation is limited to the 1928 ‘L’ shaped house and motor court and the designation boundary does not include any landscaping features or gardens. This is consistent with the limited vegetation noted as per the original 1928 drawings and that any original landscaping has been altered or removed and is not considered historic. The owners requested that the HLC not place any conditions for restoring the house to the original colors and the HLC was amenable to the request.
The property owners, Lynn Sarko and Laurie Ashton, verbally indicated to staff their support for the City Landmark designation and were in attendance at the HLC Public Hearing.
Historic research in the form of the Historic Structures/Sites Report accepted on May 1, 2002, by the Historic Landmarks Commission, has determined that the L-shaped residence, motor court and the other improvements within the designation boundary qualify for historic designation under City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment criteria.
Significance Criteria:
The HLC found that the Joseph Knowles Mural meets the following City Landmark criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K, of the Municipal Code:
Criterion A.
Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State or the Nation;
Criterion C.
Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture and development of the City, the State, or the Nation;
Criterion F.
Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons whose effort significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation;

The HLC found that the First Church of Christ, Scientist, meets the following City Landmark criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K, of the Municipal Code:

Criterion A.
Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State or the Nation;

Criterion D.
Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important to the City, the State, or the Nation;
Criterion E. 
Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a neighborhood;
Criterion F.
Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons whose effort significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation;

Criterion G.
Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship;
Criterion I.
Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood.
The HLC found that the Mont Joie Residence meets the following City Landmark criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K, of the Municipal Code:

Criterion A.
Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State or the Nation;
Criterion D.
Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important to the City, the State, or the Nation;
Criterion E. 
Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a neighborhood;
Criterion G.
Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship;
Criterion I.
Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood.
RECOMMENDATION:
Staff and the HLC recommend the designation of these three properties which are important to the heritage of the City of Santa Barbara. The outstanding attention to detail, materials and craftsmanship cannot be duplicated. The prominent and beautifully designed mural and buildings deserve to join the elite list of City Landmarks that are important structures contributing to the City’s unique historical and architectural traditions. There is sufficient evidence on record to support the City Landmark designation of the Joseph Knowles Mural, the First Church of Christ, Scientist, and the Mont Joie Residence and that City Council adopt resolutions designating the Joseph Knowles Mural, the First Church of Christ, Scientist, and the Mont Joie Residence as City Landmarks.

ATTACHMENTS:
1.
HLC Resolution No. 2014-8 and HLC Staff Report for the Joseph Knowles Mural dated October 8, 2014
 2. 
HLC Resolution No. 2014-9 and HLC Staff Report for the First Church of Christ, Scientist, dated November 19, 2014
 3.
HLC Resolution No. 2014-10 and HLC Staff Report for the Mont Joie Residence dated November 19, 2014
PREPARED BY:
Nicole Hernandez, Urban Historian
SUBMITTED BY:
George Buell, Community Development Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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