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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
March 3, 2015
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Engineering Division, Public Works Department

SUBJECT:
Approval Of Preferential Parking For Santa Barbara Old Town Trolley
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council approve an application for preferential parking by the Santa Barbara Old Town Trolley Company until such time that the City Council terminates the privilege, the applicant no longer meets the requirements of Santa Barbara Municipal Code 10.44.250, or Santa Barbara Municipal Code 10.44.250 is revised, whichever occurs first.
DISCUSSION:
The Santa Barbara Old Town Trolley Company (Trolley) has applied for preferential parking privileges along the north side of Cabrillo Boulevard adjacent to the Visitor’s Center, under Section 10.44.250 of the Santa Barbara Municipal Code (see Attachment 1).
For several decades, the Trolley has picked up and dropped off passengers along the south side of Cabrillo Boulevard, just east of State Street, in the Waterfront Shuttle bus stop area.  This bus stop was recently closed due to the construction associated with the Cabrillo Boulevard Bridge Replacement Project, and will remain closed until that project is complete in 2016.  The Trolley has requested an exclusive curb space near the Visitor Center to facilitate passenger loading and unloading in this area.

The Trolley operates a closed loop sightseeing bus service with a route that passes by many of Santa Barbara’s major attractions.  Passengers can get on and off the trolley along the fixed route (see Attachment 2).  Also along the route, the Trolley uses various bus stops and loading zones.  The area along the north side of Cabrillo Boulevard, near the Visitor’s Center, can become very congested with sightseeing and tour buses, making it difficult for the Trolley to safely load and unload passengers.  The Trolley operates daily between 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Historical Use of Bus Stops 

Currently, due to the existing ordinances in the Santa Barbara Municipal Code, any vehicle defined as a bus (i.e., designed for carrying 15 or more passengers) may use a bus stop.  Bus stops are not limited to buses that are operated by the Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District (MTD).  This has resulted in a number of sightseeing buses using bus stops intended for MTD, most notably the bus stop on eastbound Cabrillo Boulevard, just east of State Street, where the Landshark picks up and drops off passengers.  None of the sightseeing buses using this area have a Public Works Permit for the use of the public right of way.  MTD has requested that the City update the ordinance to limit the use of bus stops to MTD and regional commuter buses only.  Staff plans to return to Council to recommend that update.

Existing Municipal Code Ordinance Regarding Preferential Parking
Under Section 10.44.250, Council may grant a sightseeing bus applicant a preferential right to a parking space, up to 35-feet in length, on any City street.  The applicant must operate at least six days per week on a fixed route, and not less than 12 consecutive weeks at a time.  The Trolley operates daily between 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. over a fixed route and Staff agrees that preferential parking will facilitate the loading and unloading of passengers.  The applicant must pay a fee of five dollars and meet the City’s insurance requirements.  The last time that this section of the municipal code was invoked was during the 1980’s.
Staff recommends that the Trolley be granted a preferential parking space, 35-feet in length, along Cabrillo Boulevard, adjacent to the Visitor Center until the applicant either no longer meets the requirements of Santa Barbara Municipal Code 10.44.250, or Santa Barbara Municipal Code 10.44.250 is updated.  City Council may, at its discretion with or without good cause being shown, terminate the privilege of preferential parking at any time per Santa Barbara Municipal Code 10.44.270
ATTACHMENT(S):
1.
Vicinity Map of East Cabrillo Boulevard

2.
Santa Barbara Old Town Trolley Route Map


3.
Application Letter and Insurance 
PREPARED BY:
Derrick Bailey, Supervising Transportation Engineer/mj
SUBMITTED BY:
Rebecca J. Bjork, Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:
City Administrator’s Office
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