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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
April 21, 2015
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Administration, Housing & Human Services Division, 

Community Development Department Name

SUBJECT:
2015 Homeless Point In Time Count And Vulnerability Survey Report
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council receive a report from the Central Coast Collaborative on Homelessness (C3H) on the 2015 Homeless Point In Time Count and Vulnerability Survey.
DISCUSSION:
Since 2003, all Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Continuum of Care communities have been required to conduct a biennial Point in Time (PIT) Count of people experiencing homelessness.
The PIT Count is a snapshot of people encountered during a two day period; therefore it is limited to the number of people encountered during this specific time. It does not capture data on every person who experiences homelessness.

In addition to the PIT Count, a Vulnerability Survey has been administered along with the count since 2011.  This survey gathers self-reported data on those experiencing homelessness, which allows providers to assess the health and housing needs of each person in order to target appropriate resources.
The 2015 PIT and Vulnerability Survey was conducted on January 28th and 29th.  There were 893 contacts in the City of Santa Barbara during this year’s count, down from 946 in 2013 and 1,040 in 2011.  This equals a 14% decrease over the past four years. Approximately 61% of the persons experiencing homelessness countywide were in the City of Santa Barbara. Key observations from the data collected include:
· ~52% of survey respondents report that they lived in Santa Barbara County, prior to becoming homeless.

· People experiencing homelessness continue to face a high risk of violence and trauma, serious injury, chronic disease, and mental illness.

· ~74% of those surveyed report that they are enrolled in some type of health insurance.
The Central Coast Collaborative on Homelessness has adopted three strategies to reduce the number of people experiencing homelessness and reduce the impacts of homelessness on the community:  Housing First, Housing Ready and Family/Employer Reunification. 
“Housing First” is an approach that offers permanent, affordable housing as quickly as possible and then provides the supportive services and connections to the community-based support people need to keep their housing and avoid returning to homelessness.  This strategy is a best practices model for vulnerable persons experiencing chronic homelessness who are frequent users of hospitals, jails and law enforcement.

“Housing Ready” consists of emergency shelter and/or transitional housing with supportive services and a transition to permanent housing. It is a frequently used strategy for persons or families who need assistance with employment, money management, education and/or substance abuse.
“Reunification” involves connecting individuals experiencing homelessness with their families or previous employers and helping the individual/family relocate successfully. This strategy is typically implemented when a person has no source of income and has caring family who can provide housing and support.
The information gathered from the PIT Count and Vulnerability Survey assists providers in determining which strategy to employ, depending upon the needs and circumstances of each individual or family.

ATTACHMENT:
2015 Point In Time Count and Vulnerability Survey Data for the City of Santa Barbara 
PREPARED BY:
Sue Gray, Community Development Business Manager
SUBMITTED BY:
George Buell, Community Development Director 
APPROVED BY:
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