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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
June 30, 2015
TO:
Ordinance Committee
FROM:
Engineering Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:
Ordinance To Amend Municipal Code Chapter 5.66, News Racks
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Ordinance Committee review proposed improvements to the management and permitting of news racks and forward to Council for introduction An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Amending Chapter 5.66 of the Municipal Code in its Entirety.

DISCUSSION:

The majority of news racks existing in the City are in need of maintenance and repair. Over the past several years, staff has received numerous complaints regarding the poor condition of existing news racks. There is a need for more effective news rack management and a need to update the antiquated Chapter 5.66 of the Municipal Code. There is also a need to cover City expenses related to the permitting of news racks and enforcement of regulations regarding news rack maintenance. A new fee for Fiscal Year 2016 is proposed, which would result in news rack owners and/or publishers paying for City staff time for improved news rack management, and for maintaining City-owned cabinets on a cost recovery basis.
In 2012, the City was named in a lawsuit following an incident where a news rack fell on an individual. The City was released from the lawsuit, but it became clear at that time that the City’s ordinance and permitting scheme should be revised.

In spring of 2014, staff took complete inventory of all news racks in the City and identified those that do not meet the current news rack ordinance. At that time, there were approximately 770 news rack boxes in the City. These news rack boxes house printed materials and are owned and maintained by private owners. The City owns and maintains 18 cabinets that house privately-owned news rack boxes on State Street in the Downtown corridor. The City-owned cabinets include 14 green metal cabinets and 4 masonry cabinets in the Downtown corridor. 
For the past year, staff has met regularly with news rack owners and stakeholders to identify ordinance update recommendations and suggested news rack related management improvements. These collaborative meetings have resulted in a unified effort to amend the current ordinance in its entirety. 
Staff made four presentations to the Architectural Board of Review (ABR) and Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC). The ABR and HLC direction and comments were incorporated in the proposed amended ordinance. On April 27, 2015, the ABR approved the staff and news rack owner/stakeholder recommendations for news rack colors, styles, and related aesthetic issues. These recommendations were also approved at the HLC meeting of May 6, 2015. See Attachment 1 for excerpts from the ABR and HLC meeting minutes and Attachment 2 for the approved news rack styles.
Pending Ordinance Committee approval, the next steps include Council review and approval, free registration of all news racks within the City, payment of fees by news rack owners and implementation of the updated ordinance. News rack owners with less than 30 news racks must be in compliance with the amended ordinance within 90 days after registration of the existing news rack. News rack owners who own more than 30 news racks may request City approval of an implementation plan that may take longer than 90 days; however, compliance is required before July 1, 2016.
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

Currently, no City funds are budgeted for news rack inspection and management. Staff has proposed new news rack fees to replace current fees. These proposed fees would reflect cost recovery of anticipated staff time to manage, inspect, and enforce the proposed news rack ordinance update. Further, the proposed fee pertaining to City-owned cabinets in the Downtown corridor is to cover the cost of maintaining the cabinets.

The proposed news rack fees were presented to the Finance Committee on May 5, 2015, for their review and comments. The Finance Committee agreed with the proposed fees. The current and proposed fees are shown on Attachment 3. 
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
Excerpts from ABR and HLC Meeting Minutes

2.
ABR/HLC Approved News Rack Styles

3.
Proposed News Rack Fees

4.
Draft Ordinance Amending Chapter 5.66 of the Municipal Code
PREPARED BY:
John Ewasiuk, Principal Civil Engineer/sk
SUBMITTED BY:
Rebecca J. Bjork, Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:
City Administrator’s Office
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