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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


ORDINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
July 14, 2015
TO:
Ordinance Committee
FROM:
Community Development Department
SUBJECT:
Solar Energy System Permits (State Assembly Bill 2188)
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Ordinance Committee review the proposed Solar Energy Systems Ordinance required by State Assembly Bill 2188 and forward the ordinance to Council for introduction.  
DISCUSSION:
Since being signed into law on September 21, 2014, State Government Code section 65850.5 requires that cities and counties prepare and adopt, by ordinance, expedited and minimal cost, solar energy system permit processes that encourage the installation of solar energy systems.  Solar energy systems capture solar energy and convert that energy into either electrical current to serve building outlets and equipment or convert the solar energy into heat in place of a water heater or boiler.  Thus, solar energy systems reduce the demand for electricity from traditional power plants and the consumption of fossil fuels.
This State Government Code section prescribes the following objectives for the ordinance:
· Expedite the permit issuance of smaller solar energy systems equal to, or less than, 10 KW electrical power or 30 KW thermal (water heating);
· Limit the review of solar energy systems to only the review of health (including Zoning setback and building height) and life-safety requirements by the City.  Discretionary design board reviews and approvals are specifically prohibited;
· Require local Fire Department consultation during ordinance development;
· Establish a solar energy system submittal checklist to expedite City review;
· Place the permit application and regulatory checklists on the City’s web site;
· Make solar energy system permits available electronically;
· Require all solar energy system components to be properly certified and listed;
· Allow appeal of a solar energy system permit denial to the Planning Commission;
· Place the ordinance into effect no later than September 30, 2015.
As proposed, the attached ordinance complies with all of the above objectives.  It is important to note that per State Assembly Bill 2188, the Historic Landmarks Commission, Architectural Board of Review, or any other discretionary review cannot be required for solar energy system permit approval.  Instead, the scope of review mandated by the State includes only zoning setbacks, maximum building height, and life-safety code compliance.  In order to encourage sensitive design, Planning staff will make available a handout recommending specific architectural best practices.
Prior to developing the attached ordinance, staff met with solar energy system stakeholders to consider their solar energy system permit process recommendations.  These stakeholders are being updated on ordinance development and are encouraged to provide input during all public hearings.
SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT:  

The State anticipates that implementing the proposed ordinance will make small, residential solar energy system permits more affordable and easier to obtain.  Additionally, the State believes that implementation of the proposed ordinance will increase the number of solar energy system permits issued each year, thus reducing the overall electrical grid demand for energy.
ATTACHMENT(S):
1) Proposed Ordinance 

2) Implementation Milestones and Timeline

3) State Assembly Bill 2188
PREPARED BY:
Andrew Stuffler, Chief Building Official
SUBMITTED BY:
George Buell, Community Development Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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