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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
August 4, 2015
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department

SUBJECT:
Response To 2014-2015 Santa Barbara County Grand Jury Report On Zoning Information Reports
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council: 

A.
Receive the Santa Barbara County Grand Jury Report on Zoning Information Reports; and

B.
Authorize the Mayor to send a letter forwarding the City’s response to the Grand Jury Report.
DISCUSSION:
On May 11, 2015, City Council received a letter and report from the 2014-15 County of Santa Barbara Grand Jury entitled, “City of Santa Barbara Zoning Information Reports – Inconsistent and Unreliable”  (Attachment 1). Per the California Penal Code, Council is required to respond to the findings and recommendations of the Grand Jury Report within 90 days of receipt which is August 9, 2015.

On July 21, 2015, the City Council reviewed the draft City response to the Grand Jury Report.  Council requested that certain revisions be made and additional information be added to the draft City response, and continued the discussion to August 4, 2015.  The revised response letter is provided as Attachment 2.
During the Council deliberation on July 21, the benefits and importance of the Zoning Information Report (ZIR) were raised, and Council reaffirmed its intent that ZIRs remain mandatory. Council also directed staff to review the scope of the ZIR with the intention of reducing the scope, as appropriate.  As part of the ZIR procedures manual being developed by staff, the scope of the ZIR will be analyzed and reduced where appropriate. 
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
2014-2015 Santa Barbara County Grand Jury Report Entitled:  “City of Santa Barbara Zoning Information Reports – Inconsistent and Unreliable”

2.
Draft City response letter to the 2014-2015 Grand Jury regarding the City’s ZIR program
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