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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
September 29, 2015
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:
Designation Of The Peter Grant House, The Santa Barbara News-Press Building, And The San Marcos Building As City Landmarks
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:

A. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Peter Grant House at 1804 Cleveland Avenue as a City Landmark;
B. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Santa Barbara News-Press Building at 715 Anacapa Street as a City Landmark; and
C. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the San Marcos Building at 1129 State Street (Includes Addresses 1119-1137 State Street and 9-15 Anapamu Street) as a City Landmark.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 22.22.050 grants the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) the authority to adopt resolutions to forward recommendations to the City Council regarding City Landmark designations. Designation as a City Landmark confers honor and recognition on structures contributing to the City’s unique historical and architectural traditions.
On June 17, 2015, the HLC held three separate public hearings for the City Landmark designations of the Peter Grant House, the Santa Barbara News-Press building, and the San Marcos Building. The HLC voted 9 to 0 to adopt a resolution to recommend to the City Council that it designate the Peter Grant House as a City Landmark. The hearings of the Santa Barbara News-Press building and the San Marcos Building were continued to the meeting of July 15, 2015, at the request of the property owners. On July 15, 2015, the HLC voted 8 to 0 to adopt a resolution to recommend to the City Council that it designate the Santa Barbara News-Press building as a City Landmark. The HLC voted 8 to 0 to adopt a resolution to recommend to the City Council that it designate the San Marcos Building as a City Landmark. The HLC determined through evidence provided in the HLC Staff Reports that the three resources are historically and architecturally significant and qualify under Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 22.22.040 as City Landmarks (Attachments 1, 2, and 3).

DISCUSSION:
The Peter Grant House
On November 3, 2014, the property owners, Jim and Breva Kreyger, sent a letter requesting the City Landmark designation.
The Peter Grant House at 1804 Cleveland Avenue is significant for its historical and cultural influence on the heritage of the City. Constructed in 1896, the Queen Anne residence is one of the oldest homes in the Lower Riviera. The home was constructed by Peter Grant, owner of Santa Barbara's first brickyard. Because the house is an excellent example of the Queen Anne style, the house was added to the City’s Potential Historic Resource list in 1978 and noted as eligible for designation as a City Landmark.
The proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation is the entire parcel of the property.

Historic research in the form of the Staff Report that was accepted by the Historic Landmarks Commission on June 17, 2015 determined that the house qualifies for historic designation under City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment criteria.
The Santa Barbara News-Press Building
Designed by the noted architect George Washington Smith in 1922, in the Spanish Colonial Revival style, the Santa Barbara News-Press Building is significant for its historical and architectural influence on the heritage of the City. The structure has been on the City’s Potential Historic Resource list since 1978, as it is eligible for the California Register of Historic Resources and as a City Landmark for its architectural style, historical significance, and notable architect.
The proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation is the 1922 building and tower and does not include the landscaping, as it is out of the property line, or the building fronting Ortega Street.
Historic research in the form of the Staff Report that was accepted by the Historic Landmarks Commission on July 15, 2015 determined that the building qualifies for historic designation under City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment criteria.
The San Marcos Building
The San Marcos building is composed of three phases of construction. The 1913 commercial building, whose storefronts are on the north side of State Street, was added to in 1923 with storefronts on the west side of the Anapamu Street façade to form an L-shaped building. The section of the building at the corner of State Street and Anapamu Street was destroyed in the earthquake of 1925. In 1926, the corner of the building was reconstructed using the elaborate Spanish Churrigueresque style designed by noted architects Myron Hunt and Harold C. Chambers, whose design efforts significantly influenced the heritage of the City. The 1926 building is the best example of Spanish Churrigueresque architecture on a commercial building within the downtown core while incorporating the character-defining fenestration patterns of the simpler 1913 and 1923 portions of the building. The structure has been on the City’s Potential Historic Resource list since 1978, as it is eligible for the California Register of Historic Resources and as a City Landmark for its architectural style, historical significance, and notable architect.
The boundary of the City Landmark designation will exclude the rear elevation and will be limited to the State Street and Anapamu Street façades, Courtyard façade, and State Street Paseo.
Historic research in the form of a Historic Architectural Survey Report prepared by Carole A. Denardo dated October 2002 and accepted by the Historic Landmarks Commission on October 16, 2002 determined that the building qualifies for historic designation under City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment criteria.
RECOMMENDATION:
Staff and the HLC recommend the designation of these three properties, which are important to the heritage of the City of Santa Barbara. The outstanding attention to detail, materials, and craftsmanship cannot be duplicated. The prominent and beautifully designed buildings deserve to join the elite list of City Landmarks that are important structures contributing to the City’s unique historical and architectural traditions. There is sufficient evidence on record to support the City Landmark designations of the Peter Grant House, the Santa Barbara News-Press Building, and the San Marcos Building as City Landmarks and for the City Council to adopt resolutions designating them as such.
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
HLC Resolution 2015-1 and HLC Staff Report for the Peter Grant House, dated June 17, 2015
2. 
HLC Resolution 2015-2 and HLC Staff Report for the Santa Barbara News-Press Building, dated July 15, 2015
3.
HLC Resolution 2015-3 and HLC Staff Report for the San Marcos Building, dated July 15, 2015
PREPARED BY:
Nicole Hernandez, Urban Historian
SUBMITTED BY:
George Buell, Community Development Director
APPROVED BY:
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