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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 
 
 COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 
 
 

AGENDA DATE: September 29, 2015 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Planning Division, Community Development Department 
 
SUBJECT: Designation Of The Peter Grant House, The Santa Barbara News-

Press Building, And The San Marcos Building As City Landmarks 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council: 
 
A. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa 

Barbara Designating the Peter Grant House at 1804 Cleveland Avenue as a City 
Landmark; 

B. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa 
Barbara Designating the Santa Barbara News-Press Building at 715 Anacapa 
Street as a City Landmark; and 

C. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa 
Barbara Designating the San Marcos Building at 1129 State Street (Includes 
Addresses 1119-1137 State Street and 9-15 Anapamu Street) as a City 
Landmark. 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 22.22.050 grants the Historic Landmarks 
Commission (HLC) the authority to adopt resolutions to forward recommendations to the 
City Council regarding City Landmark designations. Designation as a City Landmark 
confers honor and recognition on structures contributing to the City’s unique historical 
and architectural traditions. 

On June 17, 2015, the HLC held three separate public hearings for the City Landmark 
designations of the Peter Grant House, the Santa Barbara News-Press building, and the 
San Marcos Building. The HLC voted 9 to 0 to adopt a resolution to recommend to the 
City Council that it designate the Peter Grant House as a City Landmark. The hearings 
of the Santa Barbara News-Press building and the San Marcos Building were continued 
to the meeting of July 15, 2015, at the request of the property owners. On July 15, 2015, 
the HLC voted 8 to 0 to adopt a resolution to recommend to the City Council that it 
designate the Santa Barbara News-Press building as a City Landmark. The HLC voted 
8 to 0 to adopt a resolution to recommend to the City Council that it designate the San 
Marcos Building as a City Landmark. The HLC determined through evidence provided in 
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the HLC Staff Reports that the three resources are historically and architecturally 
significant and qualify under Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 22.22.040 as City 
Landmarks (Attachments 1, 2, and 3). 
 
DISCUSSION: 

The Peter Grant House 

On November 3, 2014, the property owners, Jim and Breva Kreyger, sent a letter 
requesting the City Landmark designation. 

The Peter Grant House at 1804 Cleveland Avenue is significant for its historical and 
cultural influence on the heritage of the City. Constructed in 1896, the Queen Anne 
residence is one of the oldest homes in the Lower Riviera. The home was constructed 
by Peter Grant, owner of Santa Barbara's first brickyard. Because the house is an 
excellent example of the Queen Anne style, the house was added to the City’s Potential 
Historic Resource list in 1978 and noted as eligible for designation as a City Landmark. 

The proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation is the entire parcel of the 
property. 

Historic research in the form of the Staff Report that was accepted by the Historic 
Landmarks Commission on June 17, 2015 determined that the house qualifies for 
historic designation under City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment 
criteria. 

The Santa Barbara News-Press Building 

Designed by the noted architect George Washington Smith in 1922, in the Spanish 
Colonial Revival style, the Santa Barbara News-Press Building is significant for its 
historical and architectural influence on the heritage of the City. The structure has been 
on the City’s Potential Historic Resource list since 1978, as it is eligible for the California 
Register of Historic Resources and as a City Landmark for its architectural style, 
historical significance, and notable architect. 

The proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation is the 1922 building and 
tower and does not include the landscaping, as it is out of the property line, or the 
building fronting Ortega Street. 

Historic research in the form of the Staff Report that was accepted by the Historic 
Landmarks Commission on July 15, 2015 determined that the building qualifies for 
historic designation under City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment 
criteria. 
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The San Marcos Building 

The San Marcos building is composed of three phases of construction. The 1913 
commercial building, whose storefronts are on the north side of State Street, was added 
to in 1923 with storefronts on the west side of the Anapamu Street façade to form an L-
shaped building. The section of the building at the corner of State Street and Anapamu 
Street was destroyed in the earthquake of 1925. In 1926, the corner of the building was 
reconstructed using the elaborate Spanish Churrigueresque style designed by noted 
architects Myron Hunt and Harold C. Chambers, whose design efforts significantly 
influenced the heritage of the City. The 1926 building is the best example of Spanish 
Churrigueresque architecture on a commercial building within the downtown core while 
incorporating the character-defining fenestration patterns of the simpler 1913 and 1923 
portions of the building. The structure has been on the City’s Potential Historic 
Resource list since 1978, as it is eligible for the California Register of Historic 
Resources and as a City Landmark for its architectural style, historical significance, and 
notable architect. 
 
The boundary of the City Landmark designation will exclude the rear elevation and will 
be limited to the State Street and Anapamu Street façades, Courtyard façade, and State 
Street Paseo. 
 
Historic research in the form of a Historic Architectural Survey Report prepared by 
Carole A. Denardo dated October 2002 and accepted by the Historic Landmarks 
Commission on October 16, 2002 determined that the building qualifies for historic 
designation under City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment criteria. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff and the HLC recommend the designation of these three properties, which are 
important to the heritage of the City of Santa Barbara. The outstanding attention to 
detail, materials, and craftsmanship cannot be duplicated. The prominent and beautifully 
designed buildings deserve to join the elite list of City Landmarks that are important 
structures contributing to the City’s unique historical and architectural traditions. There 
is sufficient evidence on record to support the City Landmark designations of the Peter 
Grant House, the Santa Barbara News-Press Building, and the San Marcos Building as 
City Landmarks and for the City Council to adopt resolutions designating them as such. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 1. HLC Resolution 2015-1 and HLC Staff Report for the Peter 

Grant House, dated June 17, 2015 
2.  HLC Resolution 2015-2 and HLC Staff Report for the Santa 

Barbara News-Press Building, dated July 15, 2015 
3. HLC Resolution 2015-3 and HLC Staff Report for the San 

Marcos Building, dated July 15, 2015 
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PREPARED BY: Nicole Hernandez, Urban Historian 
 
SUBMITTED BY: George Buell, Community Development Director 
 
APPROVED BY:  City Administrator's Office 
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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA  
HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

 
RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THAT CITY COUNCIL 

DESIGNATE AS A CITY LANDMARK  
THE PETER GRANT HOUSE 

QUEEN ANNE STYLE RESIDENCE 
1804 CLEVELAND AVENUE 

SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 
027-061-014 

 
RESOLUTION 2015-1 

 
 June 17, 2015 

 
 

WHEREAS, Section 22.22.050 of the Municipal Code of the City of Santa Barbara 
grants the Historic Landmarks Commission the authority to initiate a designation process 
to recommend to the City Council the designation as a City Landmark of any structure, 
natural feature, site or area having historic, architectural, archaeological, cultural or 
aesthetic significance; and 

 
WHEREAS, on May 20, 2015 the Historic Landmarks Commission adopted 

Resolution of Intention 2015-1 to hold a public hearing to consider a recommendation to 
City Council for designation of the Queen Anne style residence located at 1804 Cleveland 
Avenue as a City Landmark; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Staff Report concluded that the Queen Anne style residence 
constructed in 1896, with intricate wood, trim work, spindles, double hung windows and 
doors is significant for its historical and architectural influence on the heritage of the City; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the building has retained a high level of historical integrity as its 

location, setting, association, footprint, design, materials, and workmanship have not been 
diminished by minor alterations and the building conveys its original 1896 appearance; 
and 
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WHEREAS, the proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation is the entire 

parcel of the property. 
 
WHEREAS, under the provisions of Article 19, Section 15308 of the California 

Environmental Quality Act Guidelines and the City List of Activities Determined to Qualify 
for a Categorical Exemption (City council Resolution Dated November 10, 1998), staff has 
determined that designation of the Queen Anne style residence as a City Landmark is 
eligible for a Categorical Exemption; and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 22.22.050 of the Municipal Code of the City of Santa Barbara 
states that the City Council may designate as a Landmark any structure, natural feature, site 
or area having historic, architectural, archeological, cultural, or aesthetic significance by 
adopting a resolution of designation within 90 days following receipt of a recommendation 
from the Historic Landmarks Commission, and; 
 

WHEREAS, in summary, the Historic Landmarks Commission finds that the Queen 
Anne style residence at 1804 Cleveland Avenue, Assessor’s Parcel No. 027-061-014, meets 
the following City Landmark criteria (A through K) listed in section 22.22.040 of the 
Municipal Code: 
 

A. Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, 
the State or the Nation; 

D. Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important 
to the City, the State, or the Nation; 

E. Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a 
neighborhood;  

G. Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 
architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship; 

I. Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an 
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that on June 17, 2015, the Historic Landmarks 

Commission of the City of Santa Barbara hereby recommends to the City Council that it 
designate the Queen Anne style residence located at 1804 Cleveland Avenue, Assessor’s 
Parcel No. 027-061-014, as a City Landmark and makes findings based on the historic and 
cultural significance of facts presented in the Staff Report. 
 
 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 
HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

 
Adopted:  June 17, 2015 
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HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PETER GRANT HOUSE 
QUEEN ANNE STYLE RESIDENCE 

1804 CLEVELAND AVENUE 
SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 

027-061-014 
 

JUNE 17, 2015 

 
 
Background:  
Constructed in 1896, the Queen Anne residence is one of the oldest homes in the Lower Riviera.  It 
is a two story brick masonry building with stucco sheathing and a sandstone foundation. The Queen 
Anne house features original intricate woodwork that characterizes the Queen Anne style.  The 
structure has been on the City’s Potential Historic Resource list since 1978 as a City Landmark for 
its architectural style and historical significance.  It is the opinion of the Historic Landmarks 
Commission (HLC) Designation Subcommittee that the building is an excellent candidate for City 
Landmark designation. 
 
The designation of the building as a City Landmark will honor and recognize the importance of the 
Queen Anne residence as it will join the elite list of important structures contributing to the City’s 
unique historical and architectural traditions.   

 

The elegant residence at 1804 Cleveland Avenue is a Queen Anne 
with ornate details that was constructed in 1896. Photo taken 
February, 2015. 

. 
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Vicinity Map, City of Santa Barbara Mapping Analysis 

and Printing System, 2013. 

1804 Cleveland Avenue 
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Site plan from 1995 drawings for the rear addition. 
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Historic Context:  
 
The home was constructed in 
1896 by Peter Grant, owner of a 
livery stable and Santa Barbara's 
first brickyard. Peter Grant's 
brickyard was located in his back 
yard, near the Old Mission and 
Roosevelt School.  Which is why 
he built his home in brick. Later, 
in 1904, Peter T. Grant and his 
brother Donald C. Grant opened 
a brickyard on Rancheria (later 
Ladera) Street between Gutierrez 
and Montecito Streets in Santa 
Barbara. They were first known 
as the Grant Brothers. Peter was 
born in 1879 in Canada, and 
Donald in 1882 in California. At the west end of Montecito Street, they found a yellow clay deposit 
which was favorable for manufacturing common brick and red tile. There is no description of this 
early operation, but it appears from the character 
of the brick that the clay was hand-molded and 
fired in open field kilns. 
 
In 1913, the Grant Brothers reorganized under the 
name of Grant Brick & Tile Company, with Peter 
Grant as manager and Donald Grant, brickmaker. 
During the time this company operated, 1904-
1916, it was the only producer of common brick 
and red tile in Santa Barbara. The Grant Brick 
Company closed in 1916. The brothers entered 
the contractor business until 1923, when they 
opened the Toro Canyon Brick Company in 
Montecito. Peter died in Santa Barbara in 1955 at 
the age of 75 years. Donald died in Santa Barbara 
in 1964 at the age of 82 years.  

The Lower Riviera, on the lower slopes of 
Mission Ridge’s south facing slope was found by 
early explorers to be stark and tawny hill with 
sandstone boulders, devoid of grass with a few 
oaks growing in the arid ravines.  The Franciscan 
friars ignored the ridge as too steep to plow and to 
barren for grazing livestock. C. A. Storke was one 
of the first land owners in the Riviera who built 
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the first house on the Riviera in the 1870s. Inadequate roads and lack of water supply impeded the 
development of the Lower Riviera. The city installed a streetcar line in 1887 that provided access 
from Downtown to the Mission and development started to occur in the Lower Riviera surrounding 
the intersection of Prospect Avenue and East Pedregosa Streets. Because of construction of the 
wharf, coupled with the development of the area’s tourist industry and the anticipated arrival of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad, a speculative real estate boom surrounded the area of downtown. Since 
the mid-1870s speculators began to subdivide land surrounding the downtown into smaller parcels 
that were sold for residential development and small farms. By the late nineteenth century, when 
1804 Cleveland was built, other subdivisions on the low slopes of Mission Ridge were being 
developed. An 1898 Bird’s Eye Map 
shows that fewer than 50 houses 
scattered throughout the Lower Riviera 
at the end of the nineteenth century.  
Most scattered around the 1600 and 
1700 blocks of Grand Avenue, only a 
block from the 1804 Cleveland 
residence. This is the period when 
Queen Anne Style houses were most 
popular. The house at 1804 Cleveland 
is one of the earliest and most elaborate 
Queen Anne Style houses in the Lower 
Riviera neighborhood. Moreover the 
house is associated with the earliest 
development of the Lower Riviera, as it 
was not until the early twentieth 
century that development began in 
earnest in the area. 

In 1995, a stucco addition was added to 
the rear of the building. The addition is 
not visible from the streetscape. The 
addition is differentiated from the 
original building with different roof 
lines than the original and has windows 
and doors that have different 
proportions from those on the original 
building. The addition is compatible 
with the historic house in size, scale, 
proportion and massing, the integrity of 
the building is intact and still qualifies 
as a City Landmark. The rear addition 
was completed so that minimal historic 
materials on the rear elevation were 
removed, as the 2nd story rear and side 
windows are intact.  
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Architectural Style:  

Few styles of architecture allow for the 
exuberant level of detail found in the 
Queen Anne style. The culmination of 
Victorian taste, this style shows the 
eclectic range found in the new era, and 
the ability for manufacturers of the time 
to distribute these details throughout 
the country. Thanks to these factors, a 
variety of ornate columns, spindle work, 
and elaborate shingles adorn Queen 
Anne houses like 1804 Cleveland 
Avenue.  

Queen Anne architecture was born in 
the later part of the Victorian era which 
included Gothic Revival, Italianate, 
Stick, and Second Empire styles. In the 
1870s, in England, architect Richard 
Norman Shaw introduced the Queen 
Anne residential design. It was intended 
to evoke domestic architecture of some 
200 years earlier. The British public loved it.  

In the United States, our own first centennial was then approaching and at the huge Philadelphia 
Centennial Exhibit in 1876, two model houses were built in the Queen Anne style. Americans 
immediately took to the style. Massively popular in America, Queen Anne spread across the nation 
at a rapid pace.  

Although it had little to do with its name-sake Anne of Great Britain (1665-1714), Queen Anne 
architecture did look to the past. Whether it was ancient Rome with its swags, garlands, and high-
classical columns, or its richly patterned walls of the earlier High Victorian Gothic, Queen Anne 
combined a wide variety of architecture features into one, decorative whole.  

Although Santa Barbara’s Lower and Upper West Side neighborhoods, running along Chapala, De 
La Vina and Bath Streets, are dotted with elegant Queen Anne residential architecture, the Lower 
Riviera was not well developed, so the Queen Anne at 1804 Cleveland was one of the first in the 
area. The front porch at 1804 Cleveland features elaborate columns, balustrades that are turned with 
ornate spandrels and spindle work at the top.  

Although most Queen Anne buildings in Santa Barbara were made of wood, other regions used 
brick, stone and stucco to construct their regional version of the style. The house at 1804 Cleveland 
is of unique construction in Santa Barbara as it is brick masonry with a stucco coating. The house 
has its original wood trim work, wood windows, front door and stone foundation. The house has 
had some additions to the rear of the home, however the integrity of the house is high as it is able to 
convey it s original appearance of 1896 on the streetscape and side elevations. 

Above: The highly detailed front porch is an important character-defining feature of 
a Queen Anne house. Photo taken February, 2015. 
 



ATTACHMENT 1 

6 

Front bay windows pair of double hung windows with 
ogee lugs on a sandstone foundation. Photo taken 
February, 2015. 

Solid wood, six panel door with original hardware 
features excellent materials and craftsmanship. Photo 
taken February, 2015. 

Significance: 
The City of Santa Barbara defines historic significance as 
outlined by the Municipal Code, Section 22.22.040.  Any 
historic building that meets one or more of the eleven 
criteria (Criteria A through K) established for a City 
Landmark or a City Structure of Merit can be considered 
significant.  The Queen Anne house at 1804 Cleveland 
meets the following five criteria: 

Criterion A: its character, interest or value as a 
significant part of the heritage of the City, the State or 
the Nation;  

Because the 1896 Queen Anne residence is one of 
the oldest buildings in the Lower Riviera that retains almost 
all its original features, the building’s character is a 
significant part of the heritage of Santa Barbara.  

Criterion D:  its exemplification of a particular 
architectural style or way of life important to the City, 
the State, or the Nation;  

The building is an exemplification of the Queen 
Anne architectural style.  The house has the character-
defining features of the style in its decorative wood trim 
work, the elaborate central gable, the ornate front porch and 
wood windows. The building is important to the 
development of Santa Barbara’s architectural repertoire. 
 

Criterion E: Its exemplification of the best 
remaining architectural type in a neighborhood.   

Because 1804 Cleveland is one of the few residential 
houses in Lower Riviera that incorporates the Queen Anne 
style, it is considered the best remaining architectural type in 
the neighborhood. Although most Queen Anne buildings in 
Santa Barbara were made of wood, other regions used brick, 
stone and stucco to construct their regional version of the 
style. The house at 1804 Cleveland is of unique construction in 
Santa Barbara as it is brick masonry with a stucco coating. 

Criterion G. Its embodiment of elements 
demonstrating outstanding attention to architectural 
design, detail, materials and craftsmanship;  

The building embodies not only outstanding attention 
to design, but extreme attention to detail, materials and 
craftsmanship in the intricate wood trim work spindles, wood 
double hung windows, wood front door, and sandstone 
foundation that qualifies this building as a City Landmark. 
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Details of intricate front porch posts, baluster and spindles. Photo 
taken February, 2015. 

 
 
Criterion I, Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an 

established and familiar visual feature of a 

neighborhood; 

Most of the Lower Riviera was developed in 
the early 20th century with many Queen Anne Free 
Classic and Art and Crafts style houses.  This 
unique high style Queen Anne is rarer for the 
neighborhood and has been part of the Lower 
Riviera since 1896 and represents an established 
and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood. 

 
Historic Integrity: 

Integrity is the ability to convey its original 
appearance. There are essential physical features 
that must be considered to evaluate the integrity. 
The house retains its character-defining features, 
including the intricate woodwork, elaborate gable, 
porch columns and spindle work.  Since 1896, the 
building has retained its integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and 
association so that the building can still convey its 
appearance of 1896.  

 
Recommendation: 

The HLC Designation Subcommittee and 
Staff recommend that the HLC adopt a resolution to 
recommend to City Council that the Queen Anne 
residence at 1804 Cleveland Avenue be designated as a City Landmark. The proposed boundary of 
the City Landmark designation is the entire parcel. 

 
Works Cited: 

D’Alfonso, Virginia. Survivors, Santa Barbara’s Last Victorians.  Published by Santa Barbara 
Historical Society. 1979. 

 
Mosier, Dan.  “Grant Brick and Tile Company” California Brick. 2006. Web. 16 April, 2015. 
 
Post/Hazeltine Associate, “Historic Context Study, Lower Riviera Survey.” April 2, 1011. City Of 

Santa Barbara Community Development  Department, Planning Division.  
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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA  

 HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION  
 

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THAT CITY COUNCIL 
DESIGNATE AS A CITY LANDMARK  

SANTA BARBARA NEWS-PRESS BUILDING 
715 ANACAPA STREET 

SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 
037-092-036 

RESOLUTION 2015-2 
 

July 15, 2015 
 
 

WHEREAS, Section 22.22.050 of the Municipal Code of the City of Santa Barbara 
grants the Historic Landmarks Commission the authority to initiate a designation process 
to recommend to the City Council the designation as a City Landmark of any structure, 
natural feature, site or area having historic, architectural, archaeological, cultural or 
aesthetic significance; and 

 
WHEREAS, on May 20, 2015, the Historic Landmarks Commission adopted 

Resolution of Intention 2015-2 to hold a public hearing to consider a recommendation to 
City Council for designation of the News-Press Building located at 715 Anacapa Street as a 
City Landmark; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Staff Report concluded that the building at 715 Anacapa Street 
designed by the noted architect, George Washington Smith in 1922, in the Spanish Colonial 
Revival style, is significant for its historical and architectural influence on the heritage of 
the City; and 

 
WHEREAS, the elevation facing Plaza de la Guerra has retained a high level of 

historical integrity as its location, setting, association, footprint, design, materials, and 
workmanship have not been diminished by the 1951 addition and the main building 
conveys its original 1922 appearance; and 

 
WHEREAS, the east elevation facing Anacapa Street is recognized as having non-

historic elements including a functional loading dock area that is necessary to be 
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maintained for newspaper delivery operations. The City acknowledges that future exterior 
alterations to the East Elevation may be deemed necessary to assure continued uses, 
maintain or improve accessibility or to comply with code requirements. It is further agreed 
that such alterations shall not trigger mandatory restoration work but also not radically 
change, obscure, or destroy character-defining spaces, materials, features, or finishes; and  
 

WHEREAS, the proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation is the 1922 
building and tower and does not include the landscaping, as it is out of the property line, or 
the building fronting Ortega Street; and 

 
WHEREAS, under the provisions of Article 19, Section 15308 of the California 

Environmental Quality Act Guidelines and the City List of Activities Determined to Qualify 

for a Categorical Exemption (City council Resolution Dated November 10, 1998), staff has 

determined that designation of the News-Press Building  as a City Landmark is eligible for a 

Categorical Exemption; and 

WHEREAS, Section 22.22.050 of the Municipal Code of the City of Santa Barbara 
states that the City Council may designate as a Landmark any structure, natural feature, site 
or area having historic, architectural, archeological, cultural, or aesthetic significance by 
adopting a resolution of designation within 90 days following receipt of a recommendation 
from the Historic Landmarks Commission; and 
 

WHEREAS, in summary, the Historic Landmarks Commission finds that the News-
Press Building  at 715 Anacapa Street Assessor’s Parcel No. 037-092-036, meets the 
following City Landmark criteria (A through K) listed in section 22.22.040 of the Municipal 
Code: 

A. Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, 
the State or the Nation; 

C. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly  contributed to 
the   culture and development of the City, the State or the Nation; 

D. Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important 
to the City, the State, or the Nation; 

F. Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons 
whose effort significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the 
Nation; 

G. Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 
architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship; 

I. Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an 
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that on July 15, 2015, the Historic Landmarks 

Commission of the City of Santa Barbara hereby recommends to the City Council that it 
designate the News-Press Building located at 715 Anacapa Street, Assessor’s Parcel No. 
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037-092-036, as a City Landmark and makes findings based on the historic and cultural 
significance of facts presented in the Staff Report. 

 
CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
 
Adopted: July 15, 2015 
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HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

STAFF REPORT 
 

SANTA BARBARA NEWS-PRESS BUILDING 
715 ANACAPA STREET 

SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 
037-092-036 

JULY 15, 2015 
 

 
Background:  
Constructed in 1922, the Spanish Colonial 
Revival style building was designed by one 
of Santa Barbara’s most renowned 
architects, George Washington Smith. The 
building is a monument to Thomas More 
Storke, the editor and publisher for more 
than 50 years of the Daily News, now called 
the Santa Barbara News-Press.  Visually 
anchoring the south side of important, 
Plaza de la Guerra, structure has been on 
the City’s Potential Historic Resource list 
since 1978 as eligible to be designated a 
City Landmark for its architect, 
architectural style and historical 
significance. The building is one of the 
most important structures in Santa Barbara 
as it is an icon for the local news media 
and it surrounds Plaza de la Guerra along with the City’s most important buildings, including the 
Casa de la Guerra, Oreña Adobes, and Oreña Store, and City Hall, which form an integral element 
of Santa Barbara’s historic character and appearance. It is the opinion of the Historic Landmarks 
Commission (HLC) Designation Subcommittee that the building is an excellent candidate for City 
Landmark designation as it is one of the architectural gems designed by one of Santa Barbara’s most 
accomplished architects.  
 
Because the Santa Barbara News-Press building has stood as an icon for Santa Barbara’s local news 
media and has an association with the City’s cultural, social, political, and economic life, designation 
of the building as a City Landmark will honor and recognize the importance of the building as it will 
join the elite list of important structures contributing to the City’s unique historical and architectural 
traditions.   
 

Photograph of the Daily News building facing Plaza De La Guerra c. 
1924, 2 years after construction. (Photo from La Campagna, Summer 
1999). 
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Vicinity Map, City of Santa Barbara Mapping 

Analysis and Printing System, 2013 

Santa Barbara News-Press Building anchoring 
the south side of Plaza De La Guerra. The 
proposed boundary of the City Landmark 
designation is the 1922 building and 1951 

tower and does not include the landscaping as 
it is out of their property line or the building 

fronting Ortega Street. 
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Historic Context:  
The Santa Barbara News-
Press building sits on the 
south side of Plaza de la 
Guerra. The Plaza has been 
the center of the city’s civic 
life since 1819, when Jose de 
la Guerra first began to build 
the Casa de la Guerra in that 
year. In 1847, the Plaza was 
the site of the raising of the 
American flag. Twenty-eight 
years later, in 1874, the plaza 
became the location of Santa 
Barbara’s first City Hall.  
 
In March 1922, the 
Community Arts Association, 
at the request of the City, 
hired George Washington 
Smith to develop conceptual 
sketches for the rebuilding of 
the plaza. In Smith’s plans, he envisioned the area as a paved plaza surrounded by picturesque 
grouping of Spanish Colonial Revival style buildings. These plans, which Smith submitted to the 
City in May 1922, received strong community support.  
 
The earliest building at the south end of Plaza de la Guerra was built in the early to mid 1850s, the 
Sepulveda Adobe that continued to define the south boundary of the Plaza until it was demolished 
in 1922 to make way for the construction of publisher, Thomas Storke’s Daily News Building (later 
changed to the Santa Barbara News-Press). The building was designed by George Washington Smith 
in the Spanish Colonial Revival Style, in keeping with the new theme of downtown Santa Barbara. 
Since 1922, the City’s leading newspaper has been headquartered at the south end of the plaza in this 
building. In 1924, the Victorian era City Hall was replaced by a new City Hall. Following the 
influence of the News-Press building, the new City Hall was designed in the Spanish Colonial 
Revival style on the northeast corner of the plaza. Just south of City Hall was the Abadie/Harmer 
Adobe. In 1906, the noted Santa Barbara artist, Alexander Harmer, transformed the Abadie/Harmer 
Adobe, which had been inherited by his wife, Felicidad Abadie into an art studio and home. 
Unfortunately, the Abadie/Harmer Adobe on the east side of the plaza was destroyed in the 1925 
earthquake. With the completion of City Hall in 1924, El Paseo, and the Daily Press, the plaza and 
its surrounding buildings became one of the community’s first examples of urban planning, unified 
by its Spanish Colonial Revival style aesthetic. In addition, the plaza has been the nexus for various 
community events, such as the Old Spanish Days Fiesta (first celebrated in 1924).  
 
While the plaza had been reopened to widespread public acclaim, a consensus could not be reached 
as to an appropriate design for the square itself. In the interim, the open space was simply graded 
and planted with grass within the existing concrete curbing that surrounded the center of the plaza. 
Additional landscaping was relegated to a number of small trees set near the south end of the plaza 
and two queen palms planted near East De la Guerra Street. Other improvements included the 
installation, in circa 1923-1924 of scalloped adobe walls on three sides of the plaza. Plaza de la 

Photograph of the Santa Barbara News-Press building in 1951, after tower addition (from 
Post/Hazeltine Plaza De La Guerra Historic Structure Report, courtesy the Santa Barbara 
Historical Museum). 
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Guerra itself is eligible for listing as a City of 
Santa Barbara Landmark, listing in the 
California Register of Historical Resources 
and is eligible for listing as a significant 
Cultural Landscape in the National Register 
of Historic Places. 
 
In 1951, the firm of Edwards and Wade 
constructed a two-story addition off the east 
end of the building’s north elevation. It 
features a large tower capped by a belvedere 
with a pyramidal roof built off the east end 
of the north elevation. Construction of the 
addition included replacing the lower roofline 
at the east end of the 1922 building with one 
that matched the plate height of the 
building’s central block. Other alterations 
included the removal of a door and window 
at the east end of the elevation and their 
replacement with larger windows that mimicked the elevation’s larger first floor windows. 
 
The construction of the tower introduced an emphatic vertical element that had not characterized 
Smith’s original scheme. The insertion of two large rectangular windows that mimicked the 
appearance of the first floor’s existing fenestration produced a more balanced if not symmetrical 
arrangement than had Smith’s design. The tower now contributes to the significance of the original 
building facing Plaza De La Guerra. A rectangular building was added that fronts Ortega Street and 
is does not contribute to the historic significance of the original building. There have been no 
substantial changes to the building’s street façade since 1951. 
 
Thomas More Storke (November 23, 1876 – October 12, 1971)  
Born in Santa Barbara, California, to eminent local citizen and politician Charles A. Storke. Storke 
was editor and publisher of the Santa Barbara News-Press and its predecessors, a rancher and citrus 
fruit grower, and postmaster of Santa Barbara from 1914 to 1921. He was awarded the Pulitzer Prize 
for Journalism in 1963 for editorials against the John Birch Society.  
 
He worked in the media, merging his newspaper the Santa Barbara Daily News with the Morning 
Press to create the Santa Barbara News-Press. He also founded AM radio station KTMS. He was a 
member of the California Crime Commission from 1951–1952, and the Board of Regents of 
the University of California from 1955 until 1960. 
 
Storke's contributions to the development of Santa Barbara include spearheading numerous public 
ventures, including the establishment of the Santa Barbara Municipal Airport, the building of Lake 
Cachuma that supplies the area with water, and the upgrading of Santa Barbara State College to a 
University of California campus UCSB. He used his political clout to help obtain the present UCSB 
campus, over 900 coastal acres (3.6 km2) and a former military installation, from the US 
Government under the college land grant program. 
 

Rendering of the Daily News Building by Lutah Maria Riggs (from Plaza 
De La Guerra Reconsidered.  Courtesy of the Architecture and Design 
Collections, University Art Museum (UCSB). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Barbara,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_A._Storke
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Barbara_News-Press
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Barbara_News-Press
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/KTMS
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Barbara_Municipal_Airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Cachuma
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Cachuma
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California,_Santa_Barbara
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Part of Storke's lasting legacy is Storke Tower, a 190-foot structure in the center of the UCSB 
campus. Beneath Storke Tower is the Storke Communication Plaza, which houses the offices of the 
campus Daily Nexus newspaper and the studios of community radio station KCSB-FM. 
 
Architect: 
George Washington Smith 
George Washington Smith developed much of 
his talent as a well trained artist where he honed 
his knowledge of spatial relationships, he then 
applied these attributes to what many might 
consider the profession of a straight-line 
architect. This experience as a trained artist and 
an architect gave Smith his unique perspective 
and his sense of interior spaces are the result of a 
well schooled artist’s attention to proportions 
and perspective. George Washington Smith 

(1876-1930) was born in East Liberty, 
Pennsylvania. Smith became one of the 
preeminent practitioners of the interpretive 
Andalusian vernacular (southern-Spanish Farmhouse) as 
the key inspiration for the simplicity in detail found in 
much of his oeuvre of Spanish Colonial Revival style 
architecture.   The architectural historian David Gebhard 
wrote that Smith’s Spanish Colonial Revival signature 
was the “picturesque simplicity” of his use of extensive 
plain wall surfaces, arches, clay tile roofs, iron grille 
work, heavy wood components and deeply recessed wall 
openings, among other elements. 
 
Smith’s architectural career extended from about 1918 
until his death in 1930, at the age of only 54. From 
among the approximately 116 designed projects within 
Mr. Smith’s small office, 86 of these projects were 
actually constructed. The Santa Barbara area is privileged 
to have 58 personal residences designed by this very 
special architect along with at least eight significant 
public buildings including, The Lobero Theatre, 
Meridian Studios, Little Town Club, Santa Barbara 
Chapel and Crematorium, La Cumbre Golf and Country 
Club Building, and the Valley Club Building. 

Architectural Style: 
The character-defining smooth stucco walls, deeply 
recessed wood windows, red clay tile roof, and wrought 
iron rejas of the Spanish Colonial Revival Style News-
Press building form a backdrop for the Plaza De La 
Guerra. The pair of intricately carved wood doors with a 
transom with a simple, slightly projecting surround is 

The North, front, façade of the New-Press building featuring a 
balcony over the front entrance, Photo taken 2-25-15. 

Intricately carved wood entrance doors on the simple 
façade. Photo take 2-25-15. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Storke_Tower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California,_Santa_Barbara
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daily_Nexus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/KCSB-FM
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capped by a shallow balcony with a metal railing that are also characteristics of the style. The interior 
lobby has a Spanish Colonial Revival style painted wood ceiling and tile floors. 
 
In 1951, the firm of Edwards and Wade designed a 
two-story addition off the east end of the building’s 
north elevation. It features a large tower capped by a 
belvedere with a pyramidal roof built off the east end 
of the north elevation. The tower is compatible with 
the original 1922 building and has gained historic 
significance as it has been part of the News-Press 
building for over 60 years. 
 
This building is an excellent example of the Spanish 
Colonial Revival style, which became an important 
part of Santa Barbara’s heritage in the early 1920s, 
when the City deliberately transformed its 
architecture and look from an ordinary western style 
town into a romantic Spanish Colonial Revival city. 
This transformation was the result of the planning 
vision of a number of Santa Barbara citizens in the 
early 1920s with the founding of the Santa Barbara 
Community Arts Association, who urged that the 
town identify its individual character and then use 
planning principles to develop it. The News-Press 
was one of the first commercial Spanish Colonial 
Revival buildings in Santa Barbara, and it set the 
precedent for the other important institutional 
buildings, like City Hall, schools and banks to be 
designed in the same style. 
 
Significance: 
The City of Santa Barbara defines historic significance as outlined by the Municipal Code, Section 
22.22.040.  Any historic building that meets one or more of the eleven criteria (Criteria A through 
K) established for a City Landmark or a City Structure of Merit can be considered significant.  The 
News-Press Building meets the following six criteria: 
 

Criterion A: its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the 
City, the State or the Nation;  

The 1922 building is the home of Santa Barbara’s oldest daily newspaper. The building was 
designed by one of Santa Barbara’s most accomplished architects, George Washington Smith, as a 
monument to one of Santa Barbara’s important citizens, Thomas Storke, editor and publisher for 
more than 50 years of the Santa Barbara News-Press (formerly known as Daily News) newspaper. 
The Spanish Colonial Revival style for the commercial building set an example that was followed by 
the adjacent City Hall and redesign of downtown Santa Barbara following the 1925 earthquake. The 
building stands as one of the most important structures in Santa Barbara as it surrounds Plaza de la 
Guerra along the City’s most important buildings, including the Casa de la Guerra, Oreña Adobes, 
and Oreña Store, and City Hall which form an integral element of Santa Barbara’s historic character 
and appearance. The building’s character, interest and value are a significant part of the heritage of 
Santa Barbara.  

1951 Tower addition introduced an emphatic vertical element 
that had not characterized Smith’s original scheme. The 
insertion of two large rectangular windows that mimicked the 
appearance of the first floor’s existing fenestration produced a 
more balanced if not symmetrical arrangement than had 
Smith’s design. Photo taken 2-25-15. 
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View of the News-Press building’s front elevation facing Plaza De 
La Guerra. Photo taken 2-25-15. 

The iron rejas over the windows are character-defining features of 
the Spanish Colonial Revival style. 2-25-15. 

 
Criterion C. Its identification with a 

person or persons who significantly contributed 
to the culture and development of the City, the 
State or the Nation: 

The building is a monument to Thomas 
Storke, the editor and publisher of Southern 
California’s oldest daily Newspaper, the Santa 
Barbara News-Press (formerly known as Daily News), 
for more than 50 years. In 1963, after the John 
Birch Society attacked the Eisenhower 
administration and U.S. Chief Justice Earl Warren 
as being communists, Storke responded with a 
caustic series of editorials in the News-Press which 
won him popular acclaim as well as a number of 
prizes. These included the Pulitzer Prize in 
Journalism, for Editorial Writing in 1962. 

 

Criterion D: Its exemplification of a 
particular architectural style or way of life 
important to the City, the State, or the Nation;  

The building embodies distinguishing 
characteristics of the Spanish Colonial Revival style 
that is an important architectural style of Santa 
Barbara. Its smooth stucco walls, deeply recessed 
wood windows, red clay tile roof, and wrought iron 
rejas are character-defining features of the building’s 
Spanish Colonial Revival style. The formality of the 
News-Press building was a departure from architect 
George Washington Smith’s usual romantic  
Andalusian designs and demonstrates his great 
flexibility with the Spanish Colonial Revival style. 
Between 1922 and 1925, several major cultural 
buildings within the downtown core, were built 
using the architectural motif of the City’s Colonial 
and Mexican past. As a result, when the earthquake 
occurred in 1925, the Community Arts Association 
viewed the disaster as an opportunity to rebuild the 
downtown in Spanish Colonial Revival, 
Mediterranean and Mission styles that reflect the 
heritage of the city.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Birch_Society
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Birch_Society
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earl_Warren
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize
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Criterion F. Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons 

whose effort significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation; 
George Washington Smith, the building’s architect, is a nationally acclaimed architect of the 

early twentieth century. Smith’s Spanish Colonial Revival domestic and urban building designs were 
recognized for their “picturesque simplicity”. Through his architectural designs in Santa Barbara, 
Smith made a significant contribution to the heritage of the City, State and Nation. 

 

Criterion G. Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 
architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship;  

The building embodies not only outstanding attention to design, but extreme attention to 
detail, materials and craftsmanship as seen in the intricate wood trim under the eaves, the true 
divided light wood casement windows, the wrought iron rejas, the terra-cotta roof and intricately 
carved wood doors. 

 
Criterion I, Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an 

establish and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood; 
Since 1922, the News-Press building has anchored the south side of Plaza De La Guerra, 

taking its place along with City Hall and other City Landmarks to surrround the Plaza. It represents 
an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood. 

 
Historic Integrity: 
Integrity is the ability to convey its original 
appearance. There are essential physical features 
that must be considered to evaluate the integrity. 
The building retains its character-defining 
features, including the intricate woodwork under 
the eaves. Since 1922, the building has retained its 
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association so that 
north elevation facing Plaza de la Guerra can still 
convey its appearance of 1922. The 1951 tower is 
compatible with the original 1922 building and 
has gained historic significance as it has been part 
of the News-Press building for over 60 years. The 
east elevation facing Anacapa Street is recognized 
as having non-historic elements including a 
functional loading dock area that is necessary to be maintained for newspaper delivery operations.  
The City acknowledges that future exterior alterations to the East Elevation may be deemed 
necessary to assure continued uses, maintain or improve accessibility or to comply with code 
requirements.  It is further agreed that such alterations shall not trigger mandatory restoration work 
but also not radically change, obscure, or destroy character-defining spaces, materials, features, or 
finishes.  
 
 
 
 

The wood rafters and carved brackets under the eaves demonstrate 
outstanding craftsmanship. Photo taken 2-25-15 
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Recommendation: 
The HLC Designation Subcommittee and Staff Recommend that the HLC adopt a resolution to 
recommend to City Council that the Santa Barbara News-Press Building at 715 Anacapa Street be 
designated as a City Landmark.  The proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation is the 
1922 building and 1951 tower and does not include the landscaping, as it is out of the property line, 
or the building fronting Ortega Street. 
 
Works Cited: 
Plaza De La Guerra Reconsidered, Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation. (Santa Barbara,   

CA 2002.) La Campagna. A Publication of the Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation. 
Summer 1999. 
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Department, Planning Division. 

 
“George Washington Smith.”  George Washington Smith Society. Web site: http://gwsmithsociety.org/ 
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“Thomas. M. Storke.” Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikimedia Foundation, Inc. March 17, 2014. 
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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA  
HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

 
RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THAT CITY COUNCIL  

DESIGNATE AS A CITY LANDMARK  
THE SAN MARCOS BUILDING 

1129 STATE STREET 
(PROPOSED DESIGNATION WOULD INCLUDE: 1119-1137 STATE STREET AND 9-15 

WEST ANAPAMU STREET) 
ASSESSOR PARCEL NO. 039-231-037 

 
RESOLUTION 2015-3 

 
JULY 15, 2015 

 
 WHEREAS, Section 22.22.050 of the Municipal Code of the City of Santa Barbara 
grants the Historic Landmarks Commission the authority to initiate a designation process 
to recommend to the City Council the designation as a City Landmark of any structure, 
natural feature, site or area having historic, architectural, archaeological, cultural or 
aesthetic significance; and 
 

WHEREAS, on May 20, 2015, the Historic Landmark Commission adopted a 
Resolution of Intention No. 2015-3 to hold a public hearing to consider a recommendation 
to City Council for the designation of the San Marcos Building located at 1129 State Street 
as a City Landmark; and 
 

WHEREAS, historic research in the form of a Historic Architectural Survey Report 
prepared by Carole A. Denardo dated October, 2002 and accepted by the Historic 
Landmarks Commission on October 16, 2002, and summarized in a Staff Report has 
determined that the San Marcos Building located at 1129 State Street, qualifies for historic 
designation under City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment (MEA) criteria; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the facades, State Street paseo, and courtyard of the 1926 building 

designed by noted California architects Myron Hunt and H.C. Chambers, are significant for 
their historical and architectural influence on the heritage of the City; and 
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WHEREAS, the building has retained a high level of historical integrity as its 

location, setting, association, footprint, design, materials, and workmanship have not been 
diminished by the previous alterations as the HLC has worked with the property owner to 
rehabilitate the property to the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation since 
1990; and    
 
  WHEREAS, all exterior alterations, such as repairs, remodeling, restoration and 
rehabilitation work, to the historic portions of exterior facades are permissible, if the 
alterations 1) restore the appearance of the building to its original historic appearance; 2) 
are found compatible with the architectural character of the building; 3) repairs have no or 
minimal visible exterior change; or 4) replacement materials are deemed necessary in 
order to comply with any City or State mandated code standard; and 
 
  WHEREAS, all exterior alterations, such as repairs and alterations, to non-historic 
portions of exterior facades shall be designed to be compatible with the building not 
subject to the restoration standards but subject to review and approval of the Historic 
Landmarks Commission limited to architectural compatibility purposes only; and 
 
  WHEREAS, all roof repairs and reroofing material that match the existing color are 
permissible unless the roofing material color is required to be changed to meet other State 
mandated energy conservation or building code standards; and 
 
  WHEREAS, all new or replacement of existing roof mechanical, plumbing or heating 
equipment are permissible if adequately screened or the existing equipment is replaced in 
same location; and 
 

WHEREAS, the boundary of the City Landmark designation will exclude the rear 
elevation and will be limited to the State Street and Anapamu Street facades, Courtyard 
Façade and State Street Paseo as per the site plan on page 4 of the Staff Report (exhibit A); 
and 
 

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Article 19, Section 15308 of the California 
Environmental Quality Act Guidelines and the City List of Activities Determined to Qualify 
for a Categorical Exemption (City Council Resolution Dated November 10, 1998), staff has 
determined that designation of the San Marcos Building located at 1129 State Street as a 
City Landmark is eligible for a Categorical Exemption; and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 22.22.050 of the Municipal Code of the City of Santa Barbara 
states that the City council may designate as a Landmark any structure, natural feature, site 
or area having historic, architectural, archeological, cultural, or aesthetic significance by 
adopting a resolution of designation within 90 days following receipt of a recommendation 
from the Historic Landmark Commission. 
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WHEREAS, in summary, the Historic Landmark Commission finds that the San 
Marcos Building located at 1129 State Street, Assessor’s Parcel No. 039-231-037, meets the 
following City Landmark criteria listed in section 22.22.040 of the Municipal Code: 

A. Its character, interest or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, 
the State or the Nation; 

D.     Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important to 
the City, the State, or the Nation; 

E Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a 
neighborhood.   

F.         Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons 
whose effort significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the 
Nation; 

G. Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 
architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that on July 15, 2015, the Historic Landmarks 
Commission of the City of Santa Barbara hereby recommends to the City Council that it 
designate the San Marcos Building located at 1129 State Street, Assessor’s Parcel No. 039-
231-037, as a City Landmark and makes findings based on the historic and cultural 
significance of facts presented in the Staff Report. 

 
CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
 
Adopted: July 15, 2015 
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HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

STAFF REPORT 
 

THE SAN MARCOS BUILDING 
1129 STATE STREET 

SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 
APN 039-231-037 

JULY 15, 2015 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Above: San Marcos Building after 1926 reconstruction. 

Robert Easton Collection, Santa Barbara Public Library 

 

Above: San Marcos Building, December 2012. 
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Background: 
The San Marcos building is composed of three phases of construction. The 1913 
commercial building, whose storefronts are on the north side of State Street was added to 
in 1923 with storefronts on the west side of the Anapamu Street façade to form an L-
shaped building. The section of the building at the corner of State Street and Anapamu 
Street was destroyed in the earthquake of 1925.  In 1926, the corner of the building was 
reconstructed using the elaborate Spanish Churrigueresque style that was designed by 
noted architects Myron Hunt and Harold C. Chambers whose design efforts significantly 
influenced the heritage of the City. The 1926 building exemplifies the best example of 
Spanish Churrigueresque architecture on a commercial building within the downtown core 
while incorporating the character-defining fenestration patterns of the simpler 1913 and 
1923 portions of the building.  The building includes the storefront addresses of 1119-1137 
State Street and 9-15 West Anapamu Street.   
 
The Santa Barbara San Marcos Building, located within the El Pueblo Viejo Landmark 
District, has been on the California Inventory of Historic Resources and the City of Santa 
Barbara Potential Historic Resources List since 1978 because of the significance of both its 
history and its architecture.  Since 1990, the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) has 
worked with the property owner on rehabilitating the property. Extensive historic and 
architectural research was completed for Historic Structures/Sites Reports submitted in 
1990, 2002 and amendments to the reports in 2006 and 2008 were required to ensure 
alterations met the Secretary of the Interior Standards and were executed in a manner that 
is sensitive to the historic façade of the building. The report found that despite some 
alterations to the building, the unique and intricate Churrigueresque cast stone details 
remain virtually intact.  Historic research in the form of a Historic Structures/Sites Report 
has determined that the San Marcos Building qualifies for historic designation as a City 
Landmark under City of Santa Barbara Master Environmental Assessment criteria.   This 
staff report summarizes the extensive historic research and analysis of the Historic 
Structures Report.Projects have included the exterior alterations to storefronts, new 
exterior floor materials, courtyard landscaping and lighting, reintroduction of an arched 
paseo off of West Anapamu Street to the courtyard, and relocating historic transoms.  
 
Due to the extensive effort the HLC has invested in ensuring the property retains its 
historic character, the HLC’s Designation Subcommittee recommends designation of the 
property as a City Landmark to honor and recognize the structure as it contributes to the 
City’s unique historical and architectural tradition.  On January 16, 2013 the Historic 
Landmarks Commission’s (HLC) held a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution 
to recommend to City Council that the San Marcos building be designated a City Landmark.  
The adoption of the resolution was continued indefinitely for further research on the issues 
raised and referred back to the HLC designations subcommittee. The HLC designation 
subcommittee found that sufficient time has elapsed for the owner to propose an 
agreement regarding the specifics of the designation. 
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Vicinity Map, City of Santa Barbara Mapping 

Analysis and Printing System, 2012 

 

San Marcos Building 
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Proposed Boundary of the City Landmark 

Designation will exclude the rear elevation 

that does not have historic integrity due to 

significant alterations   

Rear elevation to be excluded from Cit y 

Landmark designation   
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Historic Context: 
In 1913, architect J. Corbley Pool designed 
a rectangular-shaped commercial building 
for merchant banker John S. Hawley.  In 
1923, a four-story adjunct was added at 
the west side of the Anapamu Street façade 
to form an L-shape building.  The 1925 
earthquake razed the northeast corner of 
the building (see photo 3).  The 
earthquake coincided with profound 
changes in the architectural expression in 
Santa Barbara, where the city could be 
unified through the Spanish Colonial Revival 
Style. Santa Barbara was looking for a visual 
image with which to link its Spanish past to 

future developments within the City. A Civic League of 
citizens hired the planner Charles Mulford Robinson to 
determine the City’s assets and to offer plans for 
development.  Robinson pointed to the City’s Hispanic 
heritage as a focal point for a unifying architectural style. In 
1926, noted architects Myron Hunt and H. C. Chambers 
incorporated the adopted standards of the Spanish Colonial 
Revival architecture into a design for the building 
reconstruction.  They designed the corner section of the San 
Marcos Building to be reconstructed using extensive 
Spanish Churrigueresque cast concrete detailing, and 
arched paseos leading from State Street and Anapamu 
Street to an interior courtyard (See photos 1, 2 and 4). Part 
of the Hunt and Chambers design was a tower on top of the 
Churrigueresque building.  The tower remains today in its 
original configuration. 
 
The portions of the building that survived the earthquake 
were reduced to two-stories.  The second floor triple sets of 
windows were left unaltered.  The rectangular storefronts 
on Anapamu Street with glass tile transoms remained 
unchanged from their appearance before the earthquake.  
Although the San Marcos building was one unified 
structure, Hunt and Chambers created the illusion of three 
buildings fronting State Street by designing three separate 
and unique facades along State Street and the older portion 
on Anapamu. The older portions were differentiated from 
the 1926 construction because the roofline was slightly lower and Churrigueresque styling 
was absent (see photos 5 and 6).   

Above: San Marcos Building after 1925 earthquake.  The State 

Street and Anapamu Street elevations were reduced to two 

stories and the corner reconstructed in the Churrigueresque 

style in 1926.   

Robert Easton Collection, Santa Barbara Public Library 

Above: East elevation of San Marcos 

building illustrating Churrigueresque 

detailing around door and window. 

December, 2012. 
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In 1944, the property was sold and divided 
into separate shops.  The 1129 State Street 
building Churrigueresque portion of the 
building was leased to F. W. Woolworth in 
1949 at which time four of the five wide 
arched bays facing State Street were 
replaced by rectangular storefronts with 
glass display windows and recessed 
entrances with double doors.  At this time, 
Woolworth’s also expanded into a corner of 
the original courtyard.  Woolworth’s was an 
icon on the corner until it closed in the 
1980s.  Since at least 1980, the paseo to the 
courtyard from Anapamu Street had been 
filled with a tenant shop. The building was 
renovated in 1991 at which time scored 
stucco round arches were added to the 
storefronts on Anapamu Street to restore the 
original intent of the storefronts to the 
building. In 2008, the paseo to the courtyard 
was re-established at 9 West Anapamu.  
Although the original paseo was at the 5 
West Anapamu Street bay in the 
Churrigueresque embellished entrance, this 
was the most feasible location for the 
reintroduction of paseo.  The original multi-
pane glass transom that was in 9 W. 
Anapamu was move to the bay on the far 
right of the Anapamu Street elevation to 
match the existing storefronts.  At this time, 
the lower sashes of the 2nd story windows 
were replaced with two light fixed paned 
windows within the original casings. Because 
storefronts are particularly susceptible to 
alteration in response to changing marketing techniques, the San Marcos building is 
fortunate to have had the storefronts altered in consultation with the HLC to restore and 
ensure the design elements conform to the original style of the building and alterations are 
compatible with the scale, design, materials, color and texture of the historic building.  
Although changes have occurred on the structure, all of the ornate Churrigueresque 
ornamentation has survived and these striking architectural details still impart a sense of 
grandeur and firmly anchor the corner section of the building into Santa Barbara’s Spanish 
Colonial Revival architectural tradition. 
 
 

Above: Anapamu St. elevation of San Marcos building 

illustrating the 1923 section of the building reduced to 2 

stories in 1926 with original storefront transoms.  

December, 2012. 

Above: State St. elevation of San Marcos building 

illustrating the 1923 section of the building reduced to 2 

stories in 1926.  December, 2012. 
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Architects Myron Hunt and H. C. Chambers: 
Myron Hunt studied at Northwestern University and at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and spent time in Florence Italy.  By the time he was 34, he had already 
designed 39 buildings in Massachusetts.  Myron Hunt‘s solo architectural accomplishments 
include a impressive array of commercial and institutional buildings.  His numerous 
projects included many noted landmarks in Southern California. Hunt was a contemporary 
of Frank Lloyd Wright and in 1903 he moved to Los Angeles, where he entered into a 
partnership with architect Elmer Grey (1871–1963). Opening an office in Pasadena, the 
firm of Hunt and Grey soon became popular.  Some of the firm's Pasadena work was 
featured in the national magazine Architectural Record as early as 1906. They were soon 
designing large houses in communities throughout Southern California including the 
summer ranch home for cereal magnet Will Keith Kellogg. They also began receiving 
commissions to design larger projects, including hospitals, schools, churches and hotels.  By 
1912, Hunt was no longer in partnership with Elmer Grey, but had established a new firm 
with Los Angeles architect, Harold C. Chambers. In this partnership, Hunt designed a 
number of libraries, including the Faulkner Gallery in Santa Barbara, and libraries in 
Redlands, Palos Verdes Estates, and Pasadena.  He also designed one of the three major 
civic buildings making up the Pasadena Civic Center.  Hunt was the principal architect of all 
of Occidental College's buildings through 1940.  In 1913, Hunt designed a new wing for the 
Mission Inn in Riverside, California.  He designed the impressive Ambassador Hotel in Los 
Angeles, which opened in 1921.  Hunt’s 
association with Henry Huntington was 
established in 1909 when he designed 
his house in San Marino. With a large 
addition built in 1934, the house was to 
become the main art gallery of the 
cultural center built around the 
Huntington Library.  In addition, Hunt 
also designed the Pasadena Rose Bowl. 
 
Spanish Churrigueresque Style: 
Churrigueresque architecture is from 
the Baroque style of Don Jose 
Churriguera (1650-1723) of Salamanca, 
Spain and his sons in late seventeenth 
century to early eighteenth century and 
later developed in Spanish Colonial 
architecture of Mexico.  The style is 
characterized by elaborate decoration 
and picturesque assemblages as seen on 
the San Marcos Building (see photo 6).  Architect Bertram Goodhue designed substantial 
Spanish Colonial buildings at Balboa Park in San Diego using elaborate cast stone detailing 
that defined Churrigueresque style.  The more elaborate style was not particularly popular 
in Santa Barbara where the simpler forms of the Spanish Colonial Revival style were 

Above: Churrigueresque detailing on the San Marcos Building.  

December, 2012. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Lloyd_Wright
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elmer_Grey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pasadena,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architectural_Record
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Will_Keith_Kellogg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elmer_Grey
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Harold_C._Chambers&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palos_Verdes_Estates,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_Inn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riverside,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambassador_Hotel_(Los_Angeles)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Marino,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huntington_Library
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose_Bowl_(stadium)
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preferred.   As a result, few examples of the Churrigueresque architecture are represented 
in Santa Barbara.  
 
 
Significance: 
The City of Santa Barbara establishes historic 
significance as provided by the Municipal 
Code, Section 22.22.040.  Any historic 
building that meets one or more of the eleven 
criteria (Criteria A through K) established for 
a City Landmark or a City Structure of Merit 
can be considered significant.  The San Marcos 
Building is significant per the following 
criteria: 

Criterion A. Its character, interest or 
value as a significant part of the heritage of 
the City, the State or the Nation;  
The building represents an early example of 
architecture that conforms to the adopted 
standards for Spanish Colonial architecture 
established by the City of Santa Barbara in the 
1920s.    

Criterion D, its exemplification of a 
particular architectural style or way of life 
important to the City, the State, or the 
Nation;  
The building exemplifies the Spanish 
Churrigueresque architectural style that is 
important to the unique character of Santa 
Barbara. 

Criterion E, Its exemplification as the 
best remaining architectural type in its 
neighborhood; 
The building is the best example of elaborate Spanish Churrigueresque architecture on a 
commercial building within the downtown core of Santa Barbara despite other examples of 
this type in outlying areas of Santa Barbara and Montecito.  

Criterion F, its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or 
persons whose effort significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the 
Nation;  
The San Marcos building is the design of Myron Hunt and Harold C. Chambers architects.  
Their noted design efforts significantly influenced the heritage of the City, State and Nation.  
They are recognized for their joint designs of several well-known public buildings and 
landmarks in Santa Barbara, Los Angeles and Pasadena Areas.   

 
 
 

Above:  The original transoms over the storefronts on 

Anapamu Street feature small detailed divided lights  .  

December, 2012. 

Above:  View of the courtyard that demonstrates the 

ornate cast stone cornice and medallions.  December, 

2012. 
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Criterion G, its 

embodiment of elements 
demonstrating outstanding 
attention to architectural 
design, detail, materials 
and craftsmanship;  
The building demonstrates 
excellent attention to 
architectural detailing.  The 
building is a striking example 
of Churrigueresque 
architectural design 
elements as it displays a low-
pitched, hipped roof clad 
with clay tiles surrounded by 
a wide intricately 
embroidered cast stone 
cornice, intricate, highly 
embellished cast-stone corner pilasters and the original elaborate main entrances to the 
paseos, and details between the second story windows demonstrate outstanding attention 
to design, detail, materials and craftsmanship. 
 
Historical Integrity 
In addition to determining significance, there are essential physical features that must be 
considered to evaluate the integrity of a significant building.  The following seven criteria 
are used to evaluate integrity; location, setting, materials, design, workmanship, feeling and 
association.   

1. Location: The building remains in its original location. 
2. Setting: The building retains its integrity of setting as surrounded by Spanish 

Colonial Revival Commercial buildings in the El Pueblo Viejo Landmark District 
thus retaining its original setting.   

3. Materials: The building has retained a high level of integrity of materials due to 
the character-defining Churrigueresque cast stone elements of the façade and in 
the interior courtyard remaining intact. The second story windows were 
originally one over one, double hung, wood windows.  The lower sashes of the 
second story windows have been altered to have jalousie glass divided by a 
wood mullion, but remain in the original casing.   

4. Design: The original design of 1926 storefronts included wide, arched, storefront 
openings that were altered in 1949.  The arched intention has been restored to 
the storefront bays and filled with either glass or stucco. The storefronts on the 
west annex built in 1923 at 11 and 13 and installed in 15 West Anapamu Street 
have retained their original materials and design with the original glass tile 
transoms, recessed offset doorways and plate-glass display windows. The 
original paseo leading from Anapamu Street to the courtyard was re-installed, 
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although at 9 West Anapamu rather than in the Churrigueresque entrance at 5 
W. Anapamu.  The east elevation, including storefronts 1119-1127 which are 
part of the pre-Churrigueresque building, were altered as per HLC review in 
2006 in a quest to return the State Street façade to its original appearance.  
There were modifications and additions done to the design of the interior 
courtyard space in 1949 by Woothworth’s and to the storefronts for other 
tenants. The San Marcos building’s integrity of design has been altered but not to 

the extent that it cannot convey significance with the massing and original cast stone 

Churrigueresque decorative elements, window openings, paseos and courtyard and 

reconstructed arched storefront bays. Because storefronts are particularly 
susceptible to alteration in response to changing marketing techniques, the San 
Marcos building is fortunate to have had the storefronts altered in consultation 
with the HLC with a design that is compatible with the scale, design, materials, 
color and texture of the historic building.  Although changes have occurred on 
the structure, all of the ornate Churrigueresque ornamentation has survived and 
these striking architectural details still impart a sense of grandeur and firmly 
anchor the corner section of the building into Santa Barbara’s Spanish Colonial 
Revival architectural tradition.   

5. Workmanship: The integrity of workmanship of the original storefronts on State 
Street have been altered and lower sashes of the upper level windows have been 
altered. However, the dominant character-defining features of the building, the 
Churrigueresque cast stone elements, remain in good condition. The building 
retains integrity of workmanship in that the original character of the 
construction details are present and in good condition and have not been 
significantly diminished by the alterations.   

6. Feeling: Although changes have occurred on the structure, all of the ornate 
Churrigueresque ornamentation has survived and these striking architectural 
details still impart a sense of grandeur and firmly anchor the corner section of 
the building into Santa Barbara’s Spanish Colonial Revival architectural 
tradition.   

7. Association: The building retains integrity of association as it has remained a 
Spanish Churrigueresque style commercial building since 1926. 

 
Recommendation: 
Staff Recommends that the HLC adopt a resolution to recommend to City Council that the 
San Marcos Building be designated as a City Landmark. The boundary of the City Landmark 
designation will exclude the rear elevation and will be limited to the State Street and 

Anapamu Street facades, Courtyard Façade and State Street Paseo.  

 
Works Cited: 
Denardo, Carole A.  Historic Architectural Survey Report for San Marcos Building.  October 

2002.  The report is on file with the City Planning Division.  
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Appendix A 

List of Non-Original Elements on the Building 

 

 

The listing of these non-original elements would guide future HLC reviews of future proposed 

building alterations and provide an understanding that these building façade features are 

considered to be non-historic and could possibly be maintained in current form, altered or 

repaired without a requirement for restoration to original appearance.  Therefore, we are 

proposing the following list to identify all the previously made changes made to the building as 

described below. 

 
The non-original elements on the building are: 

 
1. State Street and Anapamu Street second story windows: The windows were 

originally one over one, double hung, wood windows.  The new windows have 
lower sashes that have jalousie glass divided by a wood mullion, but remain in 
the original openings.   

 
2. 1926 Churrigueresque building storefront openings: The original design of 

1926 buildings storefronts included 5 wide, arched, storefront openings  on 
State Street and 5 on West Anapamu Street that were altered in 1949.   The 
arched intention has been restored to the storefront bays and filled with either 
glass or concrete. 

3. The paseo leading from Anapamu Street to the courtyard: The paseo was re-
installed, although at 9 West Anapamu rather than in the Churrigueresque 
entrance at 5 W. Anapamu that has been filled with non-original doors.   

 
4. State Street 1913 Building storefronts 1119-1127 State Street: which are 

part of the pre-Churrigueresque building, were altered as per HLC review in 
2006 in a quest to return the State Street façade to its original appearance.   

 
5. Interior courtyard: There were modifications and additions done to the design 

of the interior courtyard space in 1949 by Woothworth’s where the northeast 
corner of the courtyard was filled with an addition to the building.  The 
courtyard originally had an arcade of arched openings on each elevation that 
have been filled with storefront glass, although the Churrigueresque cornice 
band remains.  

 
6. Interior hallway of State Street paseo:  The hallway had storefront windows 

facing into the paseo and is currently been remodeled to have smooth stucco 
surfaces. 
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7.  Small rolling service door on West Anapamu Street: The original storefront 
was enclosed with concrete and a small rolling service door and multi paned 
window were added in its place. 

 
8. Rear of building facing the parking lot: This section has been so altered it is 

not included in the designation boundary. 
 

Although various changes have occurred on the structure’s facades, all of the ornate 
Churrigueresque ornamentation has survived and these striking architectural details still 
impart a sense of grandeur and firmly anchor the corner section of the building into Santa 
Barbara’s Spanish Colonial Revival architectural tradition.  As part of the agreement for 
City Landmark designation.  All exterior alterations, such as repairs and alterations, to non-
historic portions of exterior facades as listed above will be allowed (subject to HLC review 
and approvals)without a finding that mandates restoration to original design.    
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THE PETER GRANT 
HOUSE
1804 Cleveland Avenue

2



SantaBarbaraCA.gov

1. The Peter Grant  
House 
1804 Cleveland 
Avenue 

Constructed in 1896, 
the Queen Anne 
residence is one of the 
oldest homes in the 
Lower Riviera. 
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SantaBarbaraCA.gov

1. The Peter 
Grant House
1804 Cleveland 
Avenue

Vicinity Map of the 
location of the 
Queen Anne 
House at 1804 
Cleveland. 
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1. The Peter 
Grant House
1804 Cleveland 
Avenue
Proposed Boundary 
of the City Landmark 
Designation: 

The entire parcel to 
allow adequate review 
of any changes to the 
parcel for 
compatibility.
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1. The Peter 
Grant House
1804 Cleveland 
Avenue
The property qualifies 
for City Landmark 
status as per the 
Santa Barbara 
Municipal Code 
22.22.040

Criterion A: Its 
character, interest or 
value as a significant 
part of the heritage of 
the City, the State or 
the Nation.
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SantaBarbaraCA.gov

1. The Peter Grant 
House
1804 Cleveland 
Avenue

Criterion D: its 
exemplification of the 
Queen Anne Style that 
is important to the City.

7

Queen Anne style homes feature bay windows, 
intricate porch details and ornate gables.
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1. The Peter 
Grant House
1804 Cleveland 
Avenue
Criterion E: its 
exemplification of the 
best remaining 
architectural type in a 
neighborhood

8

The porch detail is a character-defining 
feature of the Queen Anne style



SantaBarbaraCA.gov

1. The Peter 
Grant House
1804 Cleveland 
Avenue

Criterion G: Its  
embodiment of elements 
demonstrating 
outstanding attention to 
architectural design, 
detail, materials, and 
craftsmanship.

9

The front porch features intricate 
woodwork in the gable, spindles 

and columns.
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1. The Peter 
Grant House
1804 Cleveland 
Avenue

Criterion I: Its unique 
location or singular 
physical characteristic 
representing an 
established and 
familiar visual feature 
of a neighborhood

10

The front bay window sits on the 
sandstone foundation
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1. The Peter Grant 
House
1804 Cleveland 
Avenue

Integrity:

• Location

• Design

• Setting

• Materials

• Workmanship

• Feeling

• Association

11

The original wood double-hung windows 
feature deep profiles and ogee lugs.
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THE SANTA BARBARA 
NEWS-PRESS BUILDING
715 Anacapa Street

12
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2. Santa Barbara 
News-Press 
Building
715 Anacapa Street

Designed in 1922 in 
the Spanish Colonial 
Revival by one of 
Santa Barbara’s most 
renowned architects, 
George Washington 
Smith.

13

The Daily News Building entrance before 
paved road in De La Guerra Plaza. c. 1923

Photo Courtesy of the Santa Barbara News-Press.  J. Walter 
Collinge Photo
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2. Santa Barbara 
News-Press 
Building
715 Anacapa Street

The Daily News 
Building entrance 
before paved road in 
De La Guerra Plaza. c. 
1923
Photo Courtesy of the Santa Barbara News-Press.  J. 
Walter Collinge Photo
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2. Santa Barbara 
News-Press 
Building
715 Anacapa Street

The Daily News 
Building entrance with 
paved road in De La 
Guerra Plaza. c. 1924
Photo Courtesy of the Santa Barbara News-Press.  J. 
Walter Collinge Photo
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2. Santa Barbara 
News-Press 
Building
715 Anacapa Street

News-Press Publishing 
with De La Guerra 
Plaza Art Show in 
foreground c. 1930
Photo Courtesy of the 
Santa Barbara News-Press.  
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2. Santa Barbara 
News-Press 
Building
715 Anacapa Street

News-Press Publishing 
with addition of stairs 
on the left c.1930s
Photo Courtesy of the 
Santa Barbara News-Press
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2. Santa Barbara 
News-Press 
Building
715 Anacapa Street

News-Press Publishing 
with tower addition 
February 5, 1954
Photo Courtesy of the 
Santa Barbara News-Press
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2. Santa Barbara 
News-Press 
Building
715 Anacapa Street

Proposed Boundary 
of the City Landmark 
Designation: 

The 1922 building and 
1951 tower and does 
not include the building 
fronting Ortega Street 
and front landscaping. 
The east elevation may 
be altered to continue 
its functional use.

19

Vicinity Map, City of Santa Barbara 
Mapping Analysis and Printing System, 
2013
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2. Santa Barbara 
News-Press 
Building
715 Anacapa Street

The property qualifies 
for City Landmark 
status as per the Santa 
Barbara Municipal 
Code 22.22.040

Criterion A: Its 
character, interest or 
value as a significant 
part of the heritage of 
the City, the State or the 
Nation.

20

Photograph of the building facing 
Plaza De La Guerra c. 1924, 2 years 
after construction. (Photo from La 
Campagna, Summer 1999).
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2. Santa Barbara 
News-Press 
Building
715 Anacapa Street

Criterion C: Its 
identification with a 
Thomas Storke who 
significantly contributed 
to the culture and 
development of the City 
as the editor and 
Publisher of the Santa 
Barbara News-Press; 

21
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2. Santa Barbara 
News-Press 
Building
715 Anacapa Street

Criterion D: Its 
exemplification of the 
Spanish Colonial 
Revival architectural 
style important to the 
City, the State, or the 
Nation.

22

The wide overhanging eaves with 
brackets and deeply recessed windows 
define this Spanish Colonial Revival 
style building.
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2. Santa Barbara 
News-Press 
Building
715 Anacapa Street

Criterion F: Its 
identification  as the 
creation , design or 
work of George 
Washington Smith 
whose effort 
significantly influenced 
the heritage of the City, 
the State, and the 
Nation.

23

Rendering of  the Daily News (News-Press) Building by 
Lutah Maria Riggs (from Plaza De La Guerra 
Reconsidered.  Courtesy of  the Architecture and Design 
Collections, University Art Museum (UCSB).
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2. Santa Barbara 
News-Press 
Building
715 Anacapa Street

Criterion G: Its 
embodiment of elements 
demonstrating 
outstanding attention to 
architectural design,

detail, materials and 
craftsmanship.

24
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2. Santa Barbara 
News-Press 
Building
715 Anacapa Street

Criterion I: Its unique 
location on Plaza De La 
Guerra since 1922, 
represents an 
established and familiar 
visual feature of the 
neighborhood.

25
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2. Santa Barbara 
News-Press 
Building
715 Anacapa Street

Integrity:

• Location

• Design

• Setting

• Materials

• Workmanship

• Feeling

• Association

26

Photograph of the Santa Barbara News-Press 
building in 1951, after tower addition (from 
Post/Hazeltine’s “Plaza De La Guerra Historic 
Structure Report”, courtesy the Santa Barbara 
Historical Museum).
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SAN MARCOS BUILDING
1129 State Street (includes addresses: 1119-1137 
State Street and 9015 Anapamu Street)

27
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3. San Marcos 
Building 
1129 State Street

Featuring three phases 
of construction from 
1913, 1923 and the 
corner section 
completed in 1926 by 
noted architects Myron 
Hunt and H.C. 
Chambers with 
Churrigueresque 
detailing.

28
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San Marcos Building  - 1129  State Street

29

Anapamu Street Elevation prior to alterations
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San Marcos Building - 1129  State Street

30

State Street elevation after earthquake and 
before reconstruction of 1926
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San Marcos Building - 1129  State Street

31

State Street elevation after 1926 
reconstruction.
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San Marcos Building - 1129  State Street

32

The courtyard originally had an open 
arcade on all four elevations. Some of the 
arcades has been enclosed for additional 
tenant space.
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San Marcos Building - 1129  State Street
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3. San Marcos 
Building 
1129 State Street

Proposed Boundary 
of the City Landmark 
Designation:

Designation will 
exclude the rear 
elevation and be 
limited to the State 
Street, Anapamu Street 
and courtyard facades 
and State Street 
Paseo.
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3. San Marcos 
Building 
1129 State Street

The property qualifies 
for City Landmark 
status as per the 
Santa Barbara 
Municipal Code 
22.22.040

Criterion A: Its 
character, interest or 
value as a significant 
part of the heritage of 
the City, the State or 
the Nation.

35
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3. San Marcos 
Building 
1129 State Street
Criterion D: Its 
exemplification of a 
particular architectural 
style or way of life 
important to the City, the 
State, or the Nation;

Criterion E: Its 
exemplification of the 
best remaining 
architectural type in a 
neighborhood.  

36
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3. San Marcos 
Building 
1129 State Street

Criterion F: Its 
identification  as the 
creation, design of 
Myron Hunt and H. C. 
Chambers whose 
architecture

significantly influenced 
the heritage of the 
City, the State, or the 
Nation.
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3. San Marcos 
Building 
1129 State Street

Criterion G: Its 
embodiment of 
elements 
demonstrating 
outstanding  attention 
to architectural design, 
detail, materials and 
craftsmanship.

38
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3. San Marcos 
Building 
1129 State Street

Integrity
• Location

• Design

• Setting

• Materials

• Workmanship

• Feeling

• Association
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Recommendation

Staff and the HLC 
recommend that 
Council adopt three 
resolutions to designate 
the following buildings 
as City Landmarks:

• The Peter Grant 
House

•The Santa Barbara 
News Press Building

•The San Marcos 
Building

40
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