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MEDIA RELEASE
INTERIM SANTA BARBARA POLICE CHIEF APPOINTED

SANTA BARBARA, CA – 2/3/2016

While a nationwide recruitment is conducted, City Administrator Paul Casey has appointed retired chief John Crombach as the Interim Police Chief of the Santa Barbara Police Department. He will oversee 200 sworn and civilian staff and a department budget of $42 million. 
Mr. Crombach brings 36 years of experience in law enforcement to Santa Barbara. He is well known for 20 years of service with the Oxnard Police Department where he rose through the ranks to become Police Chief in 2005, managing a staff of 227 officers and civilian staff. He most recently served as the Assistant Sheriff for Ventura County before retiring in March 2014. In this position, he was responsible for leading a staff of more than 600 deputies and civilian employees. 
During his time in Oxnard, he helped establish the California Cities Gang Network to address gang and youth violence. He implemented a Cross Cultural Competency training program for employees and community leaders to build relationships and improve understanding of culture, ethnicity, and economic differences. Under his leadership, a citizen’s academy was created for the Oxnard business community and he worked closely with their Downtown Business Partnership to develop security plans for the downtown area. 
Mr. Crombach is a proponent of establishing high standards for his team and making career development a priority for sworn and civilian staff. He is known for a hands-on approach and interacting with people at all levels of the organization. He received a Bachelor's degree from University of La Verne and a Master’s degree in Public Administration from California State University, Northridge.  
According to City Administrator Paul Casey, “I’m impressed by John’s commitment to build relationships. He sees residents, businesses, and other agencies as his customers and uses a collaborative approach to work with neighborhoods on public safety needs. He has a passion for building strong teams within organizations and I think he’s a good fit for our Police Department during a time of transition.”
After current Police Chief Cam Sanchez announced his retirement in October 2015, the City began an extensive public outreach effort and held meetings with community groups and police staff. Due to the importance of this position, the community’s input was 
valuable in understanding public safety issues and identifying the qualities of the ideal candidate. 

Mr. Crombach will assume the interim position shortly after the retirement of Police Chief Cam Sanchez. The recruitment effort is estimated to conclude by July with an official appointment. Mr. Crombach noted that he does not intend to apply for the position. 
Contact: Nina Johnson, Assistant to the City Administrator
Phone:  805-564-5307

Email:  NJohnson@SantaBarbaraCA.gov
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