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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
May 17, 2016
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:
Designation Of “The Olives” Residence, Our Lady Of Sorrows Church, And The Dolores/Notre Dame School As City Landmarks
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:

A. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating “The Olives” Residence at 2121 Garden Street as a City Landmark;
B. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Our Lady of Sorrows Church at 33 East Sola Street as a City Landmark; and
C. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Dolores/Notre Dame School at 33 East Micheltorena Street as a City Landmark.
DISCUSSION:

Santa Barbara Municipal Code (SBMC) Section 22.22.050 grants the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) the authority to adopt resolutions to forward recommendations to the City Council regarding City Landmark designations. Designation as a City Landmark confers honor and recognition on structures contributing to the City’s unique historical and architectural traditions.
On February 24, 2016, the HLC held three separate public hearings for the City Landmark designations of “The Olives” Residence, the Our Lady of Sorrows Church, and the Dolores/Notre Dame School. The HLC voted 7 to 0 to adopt resolutions to recommend to the City Council that it designate all three structures as City Landmarks. The HLC determined through evidence provided in the HLC Staff Reports that the three resources are historically and architecturally significant and qualify under SBMC Section 22.22.040 as City Landmarks (Attachments 1, 2, and 3).

“The Olives” Residence 
This residence was constructed in 1888 as the home of Mrs. Lucy Brinkerhoff in the Eastlake Victorian style and converted to the Craftsman style in 1906. The property is known as “The Olives” because the property occupies the former Mission Santa Barbara olive orchards. The unique combination of Eastlake Victorian and Craftsman elements distinguish the house from other Craftsman style houses. The house offers a visual record of the shift from one dominant style to another, and it blends the two styles seamlessly. The house was added to the City’s Potential Historic Resource List in 1986 and noted as eligible for designation as a City Landmark. “The Olives” Residence is significant for its historical and cultural influence on the heritage of the City. 
The proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation is the entire parcel of the property to allow for adequate review of any changes to the parcel for compatibility.
Historic research in the form of the Staff Report that was accepted by the Historic Landmarks Commission on February 24, 2016 determined that “The Olives” Residence qualifies for historic designation under the City’s Master Environmental Assessment criteria.
Our Lady of Sorrows Church
Designed by the architect Edward A. Eames in 1929, in the Spanish-Romanesque subset of the Spanish Colonial Revival style, the Our Lady of Sorrows Church is a Catholic Church significant for its historical and architectural influence on the heritage of the City. The structure has been on the City’s Potential Historic Resource List since 1978, as it is eligible for the California Register of Historic Resources and as a City Landmark for its architectural style and historical significance.
The proposed boundary of the City Landmark designation includes the 1929 church building, the open lawns, and the significant trees, including the Norfolk Island star pine tree and the elegant palms on the site, except the windmill palms (Trachycarpus fortune), which are not original to the site.
Historic research in the form of the Staff Report that was accepted by the Historic Landmarks Commission on February 24, 2016 determined that the church qualifies for historic designation under the City’s Master Environmental Assessment criteria.
The Dolores/Notre Dame School
Designed by the noted Southern California architect Ilton E. Loveless in 1926, in the Spanish Renaissance subset of the Spanish Colonial Revival style, the Dolores/Notre Dame School is a Catholic school significant for its historic and architectural influence on the heritage of the City. The school was commissioned after the 1925 earthquake as part of the Our Lady of Sorrows parish to provide Catholic education to the parish children. The structure has been on the City’s Potential Historic Resource List since 1991, as it is eligible for the California Register of Historic Resources and as a City Landmark for its architectural style and historical significance.
The boundary of the City Landmark designation will be five feet around the 1926 structure and will include the front sandstone wall; it will exclude the playfields and convent building that are on the parcel as they do not contribute to the historic significance of the building.
Historic research in the form of the Staff Report that was accepted by the Historic Landmarks Commission on February 24, 2016 determined that the school qualifies for historic designation under the City’s Master Environmental Assessment criteria.
CONCLUSION:
Staff and the HLC recommend the designation of these three properties, which are important to the heritage of the City of Santa Barbara. The outstanding attention to detail, materials, and craftsmanship cannot be duplicated. The prominent and beautifully designed buildings deserve to join the elite list of City Landmarks that are important structures contributing to the City’s unique historical and architectural traditions. There is sufficient evidence on record to support the City Landmark designations of “The Olives” Residence, Our Lady of Sorrows Church, and the Dolores/Notre Dame School as City Landmarks and for the City Council to adopt resolutions designating them as such.
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
HLC Resolution No. 2016-6 and HLC Staff Report for “The Olives” Residence, dated February 24, 2016
2. 
HLC Resolution No. 2016-4 and HLC Staff Report for the Our Lady of Sorrows Church, dated February 24, 2016
3.
HLC Resolution No. 2016-5 and HLC Staff Report for the Dolores/Notre Dame School, dated February 24, 2016
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