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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
June 14, 2016
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
City Administrator’s Office
SUBJECT:
Update Of State And Federal Legislative Platform
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:  
A.
Adopt the legislative platform that guides the City’s support or opposition to regional, state and federal legislative issues; and
B.
Authorize the Mayor, Councilmembers, and staff, on behalf of the City of Santa Barbara, to contact regional, state and federal representatives to advocate for legislation and actions consistent with the goals of the legislative platform.
DISCUSSION:
The City’s legislative platform serves as the foundation for the City to support, remain neutral or oppose regional initiatives and/or state and federal legislation. A comprehensive and current platform enables the City to act quickly when advocacy is needed. In cases where an issue is not addressed in the platform, staff will return to the Council Committee on Legislation and /or the City Council for direction as necessary.
Every even year, staff comprehensively reviews the platform to ensure it reflects current policy issues and positions of the Council.  The Council Committee met May 12 and 25  to review recommended changes to the platform and forward recommended revisions to City Council. The Summary of Proposed Changes (Attachment 1) is a list of the substantive changes made to the 2015 adopted platform. The proposed Legislative Platform (Attachment 2) is marked with additions and deletions to assist Council in identifying the specific changes made. 
The Committee unanimously recommended that Council adopt the proposed Legislative Platform revisions with the exception of Change # 14 listed in Attachment 1 – Summary of Changes, “Support legislation that prohibits the possession of large-capacity magazines of 11 rounds or more.” This change passed the committee with a 2:1 vote with Councilmember Hotchkiss voting “no”. 
There are several support statements added to the platform on issues brought to the Committee as community requests and noted on Attachment 1 in the summary of changes. Out of four requests, the Committee approved additional language to 1) support changing the definition of vicious dogs to remove dogs seized from a dogfighting operation, and 2) support revenue-neutral carbon fee-and-dividend legislation. 

For the remaining two requests, the Committee incorporated new language addressing the intent of the requests from 1) the Coalition Against Gun Violence to support the Safety for All initiative relating to obtaining firearms, and 2) CalPIRG to oppose the Supreme Court’s 2010 ruling in Citizen’s United related to transparency in political campaign funding and preventing undue financial or political influence of non-voting entities. Details of each request submitted to the Council Committee on Legislation are provided in Attachment 3. 

ATTACHMENT(S):
1.  Summary of Changes


2.  Proposed 2016 Legislative Platform

3.  Community Request Letters
PREPARED BY:
Nina Johnson, Assistant to the City Administrator

Kate Whan, Administrative Analyst
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, City Administrator
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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