
 
April 28, 2016 
 
Councilmember Bendy White, Chair 
Councilmember Gregg Hart 
Councilmember Frank Hotchkiss 
Council Committee on Legislation 
Santa Barbara City Council 
PO Box 1990 
Santa  Barbara CA  93102-1990 
 
Dear Chair White and Councilmembers Hart and Hotchkiss, 
 
I am writing to request that the Legislative Committee, acting on behalf of the Santa Barbara 
City Council, take a support position on AB 1825. 
 
This important piece of legislation would change the state’s definition of ‘vicious dog’ in one 
crucial way: it would eliminate the outdated and inaccurate imposition of that label on any dog 
seized as part of a dog fighting operation in which the charged party is convicted.  Section  
31603 (a) of Division  14  of  the  Food  and  Agricultural  Code mandates  that the label of 
“vicious dog” be automatically applied to“[a]ny dog seized under Section 599aa of the Penal 
Code and upon the sustaining of a conviction of the owner or keeper under subdivision (a)  
of Section 597.5 of the Penal Code.” Under  this  requirement,  local  shelters are  given  no  
latitude  to  evaluate whether  or  not  these  victims  actually  pose  any  risk  to  public  safety.  
It doesn’t matter if the dog seized is an eight week old puppy, a bait dog, a stolen pet, a 
breeding mother dog, or a dog who will thrive in a loving home. 
 
Many dogs seized in connection with animal fighting do not pose any risk to other dogs or 
humans and have gone on to live healthy, happy lives.  In the  high profile  case  of  dogs  seized  
from  the  property  of  NFL  player Michael Vick, 48 of 49 seized dogs were evaluated positively  
–some becoming therapy or service dogs.  None of those dogs have been involved in incidents 
where when unprovoked caused severe injury or death of a human (the “vicious for cause” 
standard under California law). 
 
AB 1825 would restore control to local municipalities to determine what constitutes vicious 
behavior, and to rely on local personnel to assess individual animals based on conduct, not on 
arbitrary definitions unsupported by facts. Trained  shelter  personnel  routinely  evaluate  all 
incoming dogs  for  their  suitability  for  adoption, placement with a rescue organization or 
another humane disposition. Stray dogs arrive at shelters with no known history and are not 
presumed to pose a risk – they are evaluated individually using techniques developed over 
years by animal sheltering professionals.  AB 1825 would allow local shelters and animal control 
staff to provide seized canine victims of animal fighting with the same  individual  health  and  
behavioral  assessments  as  other  dogs  which they impound. 
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AB 1825 has already been endorsed by Santa Barbara County, the City and County of San 
Francisco,  the Cities of Sacramento and Stockton, Santa Clara County,  San Luis Obispo County, 
and the California Animal Control Directors Association, among others. 
 
Santa Barbara’s endorsement of this legislation would help to advance the cause of local 
control of decisions about the disposition of animals seized by animal control. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Lee E. Heller, Ph.D., J.D. 
P.O. Box 1592 
Summerland CA  93067 
lee@leeheller.net 
805-451-5787 
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COALITION AGAINST GUN VIOLENCE 
               A Santa Barbara County Coalition 

 
 
May 10, 2016 

The Santa Barbara City Council Committee on Legislation 
Chair:  Bendy White, Committee Members, Gregg Hart and Frank Hotchkiss 
Santa Barbara City Hall 
P.O. Box 1990  
Santa Barbara, CA 93102-1990 
 
To the Committee: 
 
The Coalition Against Gun Violence is requesting a City of Santa Barbara Resolution that will endorse the 
following:   Support the Safety for All (SFA) Initiative which includes the following provisions: 

*Outlaws possession of large-capacity magazines or 11 rounds or more. 

*Requires background checks at point of sale and prohibits sale of ammunition to persons convicted of a felony, 
a violent misdemeanor, has a restraining order or has been declared dangerously mentally ill. 

*Legislation that requires firearm owners to notify law enforcement if their firearm has been lost or stolen. 

*Mandates that California share data with the FBI/NICS (National Instant Background Check System). 

California has been a leader in adopting effective, common sense gun safety laws to save lives and 
increase public safety, but the state still has loopholes in its laws that allow too many dangerous 
individuals to obtain firearms and commit acts of violence. 

We know that more than 117,000 Americans were killed or injured by guns in 2013, including nearly 
7,500 minors, and 8,935 Californians, and there have been at least 160 school shootings in America,  
since the massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary School in December 2012. 

As we all know, Santa Barbara, like any other American city is not immune to gun violence.  We have 
suffered through two mass shootings at the Goleta Post Office and Isla Vista and most recently the 
shooting of Dr. Henry Han and his family. 

Attached is a model resolution for your perusal and a list of endorsements for the SFA Initiative by 
elected officials, including Mayor Schneider, cities and organizations.  You may add the Coalition 
Against Gun Violence to that list. We hope the Committee and the City of Santa Barbara will see fit to 
add Santa Barbara’s name to that list. 

Respectfully, 
Toni Wellen, Chair 
Coalition Against Gun Violence 
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RESOLUTION NO. ________ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL/BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
OF THE CITY/COUNTY OF _________________ IN SUPPORT OF  

THE “SAFETY FOR ALL ACT OF 2016” BALLOT INITIATIVE 
 
WHEREAS, more than 117,000 Americans were killed or injured by guns in 2013, including 
nearly 7,500 minors, and 8,935 Californians; and, 

WHEREAS, there have been at least 160 school shootings in America since the massacre at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School in December 2012; and, 

WHEREAS, California has been a leader in adopting effective, common sense gun safety laws to 
save lives and increase public safety, but the state still has loopholes in its laws that allow too 
many dangerous individuals to obtain firearms and commit acts of violence; and 

WHEREAS, California Lieutenant Governor Gavin Newsom introduced a 2016 ballot measure 
known as the “Safety for All Act of 2016,” which is a package of common sense reforms to 
protect our families and communities from gun violence; and, 

WHEREAS, this initiative would help keep ammunition from falling into dangerous hands by 
requiring ammunition sellers to be licensed, to conduct background checks on purchasers and 
employees, and to report records of ammunition sales and lost or stolen ammunition to law 
enforcement; and   

WHEREAS, this initiative would strengthen oversight of firearm dealers by requiring them to 
conduct employee background checks and report lost or stolen ammunition, as well as firearms; 
and,  

WHEREAS, this initiative would help protect our city from mass shootings by making it illegal 
to possess the kinds of military-style, large-capacity ammunition magazines that enable mass 
killings, and by providing for the legal disposal of these magazines; and, 

WHEREAS, this initiative would help enforce existing gun laws by implementing a clear process 
for those convicted of a felony or other firearm-prohibiting crime to relinquish their firearms 
after conviction; and, 

WHEREAS, this initiative would help law enforcement break up gun trafficking rings and return 
lost or stolen firearms to their lawful owners by requiring individuals to notify law enforcement 
if their firearm has been lost or stolen; and, 

WHEREAS, the initiative would ensure that California law enforcement shares crucial data with 
the FBI’s Background Check System; and, 
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WHEREAS, recent public polls show the vast majority of Californians support all of these 
proposals to close loopholes and strengthen our state’s gun safety laws; and, 

WHEREAS, it is essential for the public safety of the people of _________ to support effective 
and reasonable reforms to protect our community from gun violence; and,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council/Board of Supervisors of 
_______ hereby supports the “Safety for All Act” ballot initiative. 
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ENDORSEMENTS 

Elected Officials 
• U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein 
• California Secretary of State Alex Padilla 
• Assembly Speaker Emeritus Toni Atkins 
• Mayor Sam Liccardo, San Jose 
• Mayor Libby Schaaf, Oakland 
• Mayor Ed Lee, San Francisco 
• Mayor Helene Schneider, Santa Barbara 
• Mayor Gary Phillips, San Rafael 
• Mayor Carol Dutra-Vernaci, Union City 
• Mayor Sue Digre, Pacifica 
• Mayor Erin Tollini, Tiburon 
• Mayor Barry Chang, Cupertino 
• Mayor Jim Ruane, San Bruno 
• Mayor Bill Kampe, Pacific Grove 
• Mayor Pete Sanchez, Suisun City 
• Mayor Donna Rutherford, East Palo Alto 
• Mayor Catherine Way, Larkspur 
• Mayor Lindsey Horvath, West Hollywood 
• Assemblymember Evan Low, 28th Assembly District (Silicon Valley) 
• Assemblymember Matthew Dababneh, 45th Assembly District (Encino) 

Cities 
• The City of Belvedere 
• The City of Berkeley 
• The City of Cupertino 
• The City of East Palo Alto 
• The City of Oakland 
• The City of Tiburon 
• The City of West Hollywood 

Organizations 
• Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence (Partner)  
• California Democratic Party 
• Stop Our Shootings 
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May 2, 2016 

Santa Barbara City Council, Committee on Legislation  
Chair Bendy White, and Committee Members Greg Hart and Frank Hotchkiss 
City Hall, P.O. Box 1990, Santa Barbara, CA 93102-1990 

Re: Revenue-Neutral Carbon Fee-and-Dividend Legislation 

Dear Legislative Committee Members, 

The Citizens Climate Lobby (CCL) is a national nonpartisan, volunteer-based 
organization that advocates for revenue-neutral carbon fee-and-dividend 
legislation. An independent economic study that illustrates the potential benefits 
of this policy is attached. The members of the Santa Barbara Chapter of CCL 
urge you to take action in support of this policy. We have two specific requests: 

First, that you add the following statement to the City’s Legislative Platform, 
under Environmental Quality, Climate Protection: “Support revenue-neutral 
carbon fee-and-dividend legislation in order to strengthen the economy, protect 
families, reduce air pollution, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.”  

Second, that you recommend a City Council resolution urging the U.S. Congress 
to enact national revenue-neutral carbon fee-and-dividend legislation. Numerous 
municipalities around our country, including the nearby City of San Luis Obispo, 
have adopted similar resolutions. We have attached the resolution from San Luis 
Obispo for reference. 

The proposed resolution would be consistent with the following statement in the 
City’s 2015 Legislative Platform, under Environmental Quality, Climate 
Protection: “Support legislation and measures that encourage renewable energy 
generation, facilitate renewable resource development, and provide incentives for 
small renewable generation projects.”   

We welcome your questions and comments regarding this policy. Thank you for 
considering our requests. 

Sincerely, 
Members of the Santa Barbara Chapter of CCL 
Contact: John D. Kelley, jdkaia@cox.net, 963-1013 

Cc: Mayor Helene Schneider and Council Members: Randy Rowse, Cathy 
Murillo, and Jason Dominguez  

Attachment 3

kwhan
Text Box
Community Request #3  - From John Kelley and Dennis Thompson, Citizen's Climate Lobby



Attachment 3



Attachment 3



APPENDIX A 
To the City of San Luis Obispo Resolution in Favor of 

National Revenue-Neutral Carbon Fee and Dividend Legislation 
 

Findings: 
 

1. Causation: there is a consensus1, 2 among climate scientists, domestic and international science 
bodies such as the National Academy of Sciences and the International Panel on Climate 
Change and the World Meteorological Organization (IPCC, WMO), that greenhouse gas 
emissions from human activities such as the burning of fossil fuels are driving the current rise in 
global temperatures and climate change,3 

 
2. Mitigation (Return to 350 ppm or below): the weight of scientific evidence also indicates that a 

return from the current concentration of more than 400 parts per million (“ppm”) of carbon dioxide 
(“CO2”) in the atmosphere to 350 ppm CO2 or less is necessary to slow or stop the rise in global 
temperatures,4 
 

3. Endangerment: further increases in global temperatures pose imminent and substantial dangers 
to human health5, the natural environment6, the economy7, national security8, and an 
unacceptable risk of medium and long-term future harm9, 

 
a. Climate change caused by global warming-related greenhouse gas emissions including 

CO2 already is leading to large-scale problems including increasing acidity of oceans and 
rising sea levels; more frequent, extreme, and damaging weather events such as heat 
waves, storms, heavy rainfall and flooding, and droughts; more frequent and intense 
wildfires; disrupted ecosystems affecting biodiversity and food production; and an 
increase in heat-related deaths10; and 

 
b. We are approaching a dangerous threshold whereby, if it is crossed, humans will no 

longer be able to influence the course of future global warming, as tropical forests, peat 
bogs, permafrost and the oceans11  switch from absorbing carbon to releasing it; and 

 
4. Local effects on agriculture: the following effects of climate change are likely to occur if we do not 

reduce our CO2 emissions to 350 ppm by 2050: 
 

a. Bay Area and Central Coast temperatures are predicted to rise significantly. The number 
of days over 95° is expected to increase from an average of 12 per year today to 20-29 
by 2050 and 32-65 by 2100,12 

 
b. Given increased heat waves, droughts and higher temperatures,13, California farmers will 

face an increasingly uncertain future, where current crops may fail and water may be 
even more scarce,14, 15, 16 

 
c. If heat-trapping emissions continue to rise at today’s levels the snowpack in the Sierra 

Nevada is likely to decline as much as 40% from historical levels by 2050 and as much 
as 90% by 2100, thus severely reducing the availability of water in summer.  However if 
we make significant emissions reductions the decline by 2050 could be as little as 12%.17 

 
d. Two thirds of California’s 2,400 endemic plants could lose more than 80% of their current 

ranges if climate change worsens,18 
 

e. The number of chilling hours at the end of this century is expected to be half or less than 
during the 20th century such that many currently lucrative crops will no longer be 
commercially viable in large areas of California,19, 20, 21 
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San Luis Obispo City Council, March 15, 2016 
Support for National Revenue Neutral Carbon Fee and Dividend Legislation  

Page 2 of 5 
  

f. We can expect a range expansion and rapid increase in populations of insects already 
present and the arrival of new insect pests to newly warmer regions amid ecosystem 
changes thus negatively affecting agriculture and health,22, 23 

 
5. The present costs of fossil fuels are externalized: Presently the environmental, health, and social 

costs of CO2 emissions are not included in prices paid for fossil fuels, but rather these 
externalized costs are borne directly and indirectly by all Americans and global citizens; and 

 
6. Co-Benefits: the measures proposed in this legislation will benefit the economy, human health, 

the environment, and national security, even without consideration of global temperatures, by 
correcting market distortions, reducing non-greenhouse-gas pollutants, reducing the outflow of 
dollars to oil-producing countries, and improving energy security of the United States,24  

 
7. Benefits of Carbon Fees: phased-in carbon fees on greenhouse gas emissions are (1) the most 

efficient, transparent, and enforceable mechanism to drive an effective and fair transition to a 
domestic-energy economy, (2) will stimulate investment in alternative-energy technologies, and 
(3) will give all businesses powerful incentives to increase their energy-efficiency and reduce their 
carbon footprints in order to remain competitive,25 

 
8. Equal Monthly Per-Person Dividends: monthly dividends (or “rebates”) from carbon fees paid 

equally to every American household will stimulate the American economy and help ensure that 
families and individuals can afford greenhouse gas-free energy, 

 
Therefore the National Revenue Fee and Dividend Act26 contains the following elements: 
 

1. Collection of Carbon Fees/Carbon Fee Trust Fund:  The Act would impose a carbon fee on all 
fossil fuels and other greenhouse gases at the point where they first enter the economy. The fee 
shall be collected by the Treasury Department. The fee on that date shall be $15 per ton of CO2 
equivalent emissions and result in equal charges for each ton of CO2 equivalent emissions 
potential in each type of fuel or greenhouse gas. The Department of Energy shall propose and 
promulgate regulations setting forth CO2 equivalent fees for other greenhouse gases including at 
a minimum methane27, nitrous oxide, sulfur hexafluoride, hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), 
perfluorocarbons, and nitrogen trifluoride. The Treasury shall also collect the fees imposed upon 
the other greenhouse gases. All fees are to be placed in the Carbon Fees Trust Fund and be 
rebated 100% to American households as outlined below. 

 
2. Emissions Reduction Targets: To align US emissions with the physical constraints identified by 

the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to avoid irreversible climate change, the 
yearly increase in carbon fees including other greenhouse gases, shall be at least $10 per ton of 
CO2 equivalent each year. Annually, the Department of Energy shall determine whether an 
increase larger than $10 per ton per year is needed to achieve program goals. Yearly price 
increases of at least $10 per year shall continue until total U.S. CO2-equivalent emissions have 
been reduced to 10% of U.S. CO2-equivalent emissions in 1990. 

 
3. Equal Per-Person Monthly Dividend Payments: Equal monthly per-person dividend payments 

shall be made to all American households (½ payment per child under 18 years old, with a limit of 
2 children per family) each month. The total value of all monthly dividend payments shall 
represent 100% of the total carbon fees collected per month. 
 

4. Border Adjustments: In order to ensure that U.S.-made goods can remain competitive at home 
and abroad and to provide an additional incentive for international adoptions of carbon fees, 
Carbon-Fee Equivalent Tariffs shall be charged for goods entering the U.S. from countries 
without comparable Carbon Fees/Carbon Pricing. Carbon-Fee-Equivalent Rebates shall be used 
to reduce the price of exports to such countries and to ensure that U.S. goods can remain 
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competitive in those countries. The Department of Commerce will determine rebate amounts and 
exemptions if any. 
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atmosphere. Some of this leakage will occur after the fee has been assessed on methane under 
the assumption that it will be burned to yield the less potent CO2. To ensure the integrity of the 
program and that markets receive accurate information with regard to the climate forcings caused 
by various fossil fuels, the carbon fee shall be assessed on such leaked methane at a rate 
commensurate with the global warming potential (“GWP”) of methane including both its direct 
and indirect effects. Given the importance of tipping points in the climate system, the 20-year 
GWP of methane shall be used to assess the fee, and not the 100-year GWP. As proper 
accounting for such leakage is necessary for honest assessment of progress towards program 
goals, reasonable steps to assess the rate of methane leakage shall be implemented, and leaked 
methane shall be priced accordingly. The entity responsible for the leaked methane shall be 
responsible for paying the fee. 
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Ezinne Meremikwu 
UCEN Rd, Isla Vista, CA 93117 

ezinnemeremikwu@umail.ucsb.edu (818) 304-1819 

 

Date: 5/24/16 

 

Santa Barbara City Council  

Legislative Committee 

735 Anacapa St,  

Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
 

Dear Chair Bendy White, Councilmembers Gregg Hart and Frank Hotchkiss,  

 

Please consider adding the following statements to the City of Santa Barbara 2016 Legislative 

Platform. Please also see our legislative platform attached.  

 

Support legislation reinforcing the ability of local voters to finance local elections. 

Support legislation ensuring candidates’ policy goals are reasonably consistent with that of their 

respective constituents. 

Oppose campaign financing practices that are disproportionately influenced by either a minority 

of the local constituency or non-district donors. 

Oppose legislation that allows any entity from undermining or circumventing the democratic 

process.  

Support legislation promoting equal opportunity/ability amongst all constituents within a district 

to finance or take part in local campaigns. 

Support legislation preventing undue financial or political influence of non-voting actors. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Ezinne Meremikwu 

UCSB Student Intern for California Public Interest Group, CalPIRG 
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