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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


ORDINANCE COMMITEE AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
June 21, 2016
TO:
Ordinance Committee 
FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:
Proposed Ordinance Amendments To Establish Historic And Special Design Districts 
RECOMMENDATION:  
That the Ordinance Committee receive a staff presentation regarding the status of proposed amendments to the Santa Barbara Municipal Code regarding historic resource protection and the designation of future Historic Districts and Special Design Districts and confirm the timeline of next steps.

DISCUSSION:
Background

On October 2, 2012, the City Council adopted the Historic Resources Element (HRE) of the City’s General Plan. The HRE includes several implementation actions that may be implemented through existing provisions or through amendments to the Municipal Code, including:
· HR 1.1
Use all available tools (e.g., Historic and Special Design Districts)
· HR 1.3
Adopt user-friendly codes and regulatory procedures
· HR 2.6
Use available interim protections (e.g., Special Design Districts)

· HR 3.2
Review demolition of older buildings (e.g., Demolition Ordinance)

· HR 5.1
Help preserve neighborhoods that have retained historical character

· HR 5.4
Prioritize documented candidates for Historic District designation
On February 5, 2013, the Council directed staff to implement a “Five-Year Historic Resources Work Program” (5‑Year HRWP) and return to the Council Ordinance Committee to work on the following ordinance amendments included in the 5-Year HRWP, generally in this order:

1. Develop a Historic and Special Design Districts ordinance;

2. Develop a historic districts implementation program, using existing historic resources survey data; 

3. Initiate Municipal Code amendments to support preservation of historic resources; and
4. Simplify and better organize the existing Municipal Code provisions, where possible. 
Previous Ordinance Committee Review 
On April 9 and 16, 2013, the Ordinance Committee discussed the need for ordinance amendments to allow for the creation of Historic and Special Design Districts. At these hearings, Planning and City Attorney staff provided a brief overview of which existing Municipal Code regulations would need to be developed or amended and sought Ordinance Committee direction on the general approach to amending the Municipal Code and related administrative functions, and procedures and criteria for designating historic districts. A summary of the discussion topics and the Ordinance Committee’s direction at that time are provided as Attachment 1. 
The Ordinance Committee expressed general support for the proposed amendments and had specific comments regarding the following topics:

1. Enabling administrative review of minor projects;

2. Establishing a significant contributor threshold for district creation; and
3. Verifying that criteria used for designation of historic districts is consistent with other communities.
In 2013, the Ordinance Committee also confirmed the majority of staff’s initial recommendations. However, not all Ordinance Committee members were supportive of the need to establish Special Design Districts.
Due to the passage of time and the changeover amongst staff and Ordinance Committee membership since April 2013, staff is returning to the Ordinance Committee to update the new members on the previous discussions and present a timeline for the next steps. 
Summary of Proposed Ordinance Amendments
The current Historic Structures Ordinance (SBMC Chapter 22.22) is overly complex, lengthy, and not user-friendly. Staff believes that Chapter 22.22 can be deconstructed into three distinct chapters. By separating the multiple objectives of the current single chapter of the Municipal Code, staff believes we can implement the goals of the Historic Resources Element with ordinances that are easier to understand and more user-friendly. In broad terms, the new chapters would have the following outline:

1.
Historic Resources



a.
Demolition Review



b.
Maintenance and Repair of Historic Resources



c.
Preservation Easements



d.
Mills Act Implementation


2.
Historic Landmarks Commission



a.
Commission Organization


b.
Design Review



i.
Designated Resources




ii.
El Pueblo Viejo




iii.
Historic Districts


3.
Designation Process



a.
Designations




i.
Landmarks




ii.
Structures of Merit



b.
Creation of Districts




i.
Historic Districts




ii.
Special Design Districts (subject to Council support)
In addition to the proposed reorganization of Chapter 22.22, staff will bring forward new definitions, historic resource design guidelines, and administrative procedures for the designation process and the creation of new districts. Because of the detail required for the review of the proposed ordinance amendments and the number of outstanding issues that need to be resolved, staff recommends spreading the review of the proposed program over several meetings. A proposed schedule is contained in Attachment 2.
Conclusion

Following the presentation, staff is seeking input from the Ordinance Committee regarding the general approach, the outline of the proposed amendments, and the proposed schedule for future meetings. In particular, staff would appreciate comments from the Ordinance Committee regarding the proposed integration and coordination of the reviews by the Historic Landmarks Commission and the Ordinance Committee.
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
Summary of Ordinance Committee Discussions April 9, 2013 & April 16, 2013


2.
Proposed schedule for additional discussions and topics  
PREPARED BY:
Jaime Limon, Senior Planner II

SUBMITTED BY:
George Buell, Community Development Director
APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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