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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

DATE:
June 21, 2016
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Ariel Calonne, City Attorney 
SUBJECT:
Appointment of Sign Ordinance Review Committee
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council appoint members to a Sign Ordinance Review Committee to review the City’s existing sign regulations to assure compliance with the First Amendment.
DISCUSSION:
Background

On September 8, 2015, we briefed the City Council on major changes in the law of sign regulation.  We recommended formation of a Sign Ordinance Review Committee to guide an analysis of the legal issues and policy consequences framed by the United States Supreme Court’s June 2015 decision in Reed v. Town of Gilbert, Arizona.
The Council appointed Council Members Hart and Hotchkiss as its representatives to lead the Sign Ordinance Review Committee.  Council Members Hart and Hotchkiss sought the direction of the Sign Committee, Architectural Board of Review, Historic Landmarks Commission, and Planning Commission with respect to which of their members should be appointed to the Sign Ordinance Review Committee.  The board and commission process was completed in 2015.  Council Members Hart and Hotchkiss also worked to identify at-large residential community representatives and a First Amendment/Media representative.
Because so many divergent business, residential, and governmental interests are at stake, the committee includes a broad cross-section of the community.  We previously recommended that the Committee (which will be subject to the Brown Act’s open meeting requirements) consist of the following 11 members:

· Two City Council Members

· One Sign Committee Member
· One Architectural Board of Review Member

· One Historic Landmarks Commission Member
· One Planning Commissioner
· One Chamber of Commerce Representative

· One Santa Barbara Association of Realtors Representative

· Two At-Large Residential Community Representatives

· One News Media Representative or First Amendment Advocate
The Committee will undertake a comprehensive review of the City’s existing sign regulations in order to assure compliance with the First Amendment.  The Committee will also work to protect the City’s existing signage policy objectives to the extent they can be maintained consistent with this rapidly evolving body of law.  The Committee will ultimately make ordinance amendment proposals and a final report to the Ordinance Committee and Council.
Proposed Membership and Staffing
The proposed members are:

· Gregg Hart, City Council Member 

· Frank Hotchkiss, City Council Member 

· Bob Cunningham, Sign Committee (alternate Natalie Cope)

· Howard Wittausch, Architectural Board of Review (alternate Thiep Cung)
· Craig Shallanberger, Historic Landmarks Commission (alternate Fermina Murray)
· Sheila Lodge, Planning Commission (alternate Deborah Schwartz)
· Ken Oplinger, Chamber of Commerce President/CEO 
· Krista Pleiser, Santa Barbara Association of Realtors Government Affairs Director 
· Brigitte Forssell, At-Large Residential Community Representative 

· Steve Hausz, At-Large Residential Community Representative 

· Don Katich, News Media/First Amendment Advocate, Santa Barbara News-Press Director of News Operations 
The Committee will be staffed by representatives from Community Development, Public Works and the City Attorney’s Office:

· Daniel Gullett, Supervising Transportation Planner
· Jaime Limon, Senior Planner

· Ariel Calonne, City Attorney

Process
The Sign Ordinance Review Committee process will entail 5 to 7 meetings over a 6 to 8 month period, beginning Thursday July 21, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. in the David Gebhard Public Meeting Room located at 630 Garden Street.  The City Clerk’s Office will develop and maintain an informational website.
We propose the following general approach to the process:
· Meeting One:  Background Work.  The first meeting will be organizational and educational.  Council Members Hart and Hotchkiss will introduce the Committee and provide an orientation on the Council’s goals.  Staff will present information on the two major drivers in the review process:
· The History and Legal Framework of Sign Regulation
· The Policy Objectives and Directives underpinning the City’s Current Sign Regulations.
· Meeting Two:  Policy Development.  The second meeting will develop the Committee’s view on the policy objectives and directives that need to be served by the City’s sign regulations.  These objectives and directives will be formed by the City’s current regulations, but new ideas and regulatory techniques will also be developed in order to adapt to the latest legal framework.  A second policy development meeting will be held if needed.
· Meeting Three:  Community Forum/Public Hearing.  The third meeting will be a public hearing during which the Committee will solicit and receive community feedback on the proposed policy objectives.

· Meeting Four:  Review Draft Ordinance.  The fourth meeting will be a staff presentation of a draft sign ordinance, and its accompanying regulations.  The Committee will review, critique, and propose revisions to the draft ordinance and regulations.  A second review meeting will be held if needed.

· Meeting Five:  Review Final Ordinance and Council Report.  The fifth meeting will present the final ordinance for Committee confirmation, as well as a draft report to the City Council on the Committee’s work.
FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
We expect to incur modest direct costs for the preparation and duplication of written materials.  Substantial staff time will be devoted to this effort.  These costs will be absorbed within the existing budget allocations of the City Attorney’s Office, and the Community Development and Public Works Departments.
CONCLUSION:
We are optimistic that the Sign Ordinance Review Committee can provide a robust civic engagement process in support of updating the City’s sign regulations.
ATTACHMENT:
September 8, 2015 Council Agenda Report
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Ariel Calonne, City Attorney
SUBMITTED BY:
Ariel Calonne, City Attorney
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office

�








