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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
August 2, 2016
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Water Resources Division, Public Works Department

SUBJECT:
Response To Grand Jury Report Regarding Lake Cachuma
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:  
A.
Consider and adopt the findings and recommendations in a letter to the Honorable James Herman, Presiding Judge, Santa Barbara Superior Court (Attachment 1) as the City’s response to the 2015-2016 Grand Jury report entitled “Lake Cachuma, Protecting a Valuable Resource, You Can’t Drink Paper Water” (Attachment 2); 

B.
Authorize the Mayor to sign and forward the letter and responses to the Presiding Judge of Santa Barbara County Superior Court; and

C.
Determine, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines section 15378(b)(5), that the above actions are not a project that is subject to the California Environmental Quality Act review, because they are organizational or administrative activities that will not result in direct or indirect physical changes to the environment.
DISCUSSION:
This item is on the agenda in order to provide the City of Santa Barbara’s response to the Grand Jury’s report on Lake Cachuma.
On May 19, 2016, the Santa Barbara County Grand Jury (Grand Jury) released a report entiled “Lake Cachuma, Protecting a Valuable Resource, You Can’t Drink Paper Water”, which investigated the operation and Agreement for the Cachuma Project and the distribution of water from Lake Cachuma. The report concluded that the Grand Jury “found it difficult to unravel the complex web of water agencies, water contracts, water regulations, water purchases, water sales, water portfolios, and water management plan that are designed to supply a safe and secure water source to all people living on the South Coast. This report attempts to unravel portions of this web and to address those deemed most pressing and most able to be improved with a focus on the importance of Lake Cachuma.”  
Staff is recommending that Council consider the proposed response to the report, adopt their preferred response, and authorize the Mayor to sign the response letter. The City is required to respond in writing to the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court by August 17, 2016. The City is named as a responder to Findings 1 through 6 and 8 through 12, as well as Recommendations 1 through 6 and 8 through 12.
Background:
The Cachuma Project was constructed by the United States Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) between 1950 and 1956. The Santa Barbara County Water Agency (CWA) was established by the State Legislature for purposes of contracting with the federal government for both the Cachuma Project and a seprate project called Twitchell Dam. 
The CWA holds the master water supply contract with Reclamation for the Cachuma Project and, in turn, the CWA has subcontracts with each of the five Cachuma Member Units, which are the City of Santa Barbara, Goleta Water District, Montecito Water District, Carpinteria Valley Water District, and the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District, Impovement District No 1.
The master water supply contract between the CWA and Reclamation was last amended in 1995 for a 25-year term and will be up for renewal in 2020. The current contract states that the renewal process should be requested two years prior to its expiration. At the County Board of Supervisors meeting on July 12, 2016, CWA was authorized to  initiate discussions with Reclamation for contract renewal.
As such, important issues are being raised for consideration in the next Cachuma contract renewal.  Attachment 1 provides findings and recommendations found to be important by the Grand Jury, along with proposed responses from the City of Santa Barbara as required. Attachment 2 is the full Grand Jury report on Cachuma.
Special Instructions:
1. As per Recommendation B, please forward the original signed letter and response to the Presiding Judge of Santa Barbara Superior Court.
2. Please send a copy of the signed letter and copy of the minute order to Kelley Dyer, Water Supply Manager, City of Santa Barbara Public Works Department/Water Resources Division
ATTACHMENT(S):
1.
Response from the City of Santa Barbara to the Presiding Judge of Santa Barbara County Superior Court 


2.
2015-2016 Grand Jury Report entitled “Lake Cachuma, Protecting a Valuable Resource, You Can’t Drink Paper Water”

PREPARED BY:
Joshua N. Haggmark, Water Resources Manager/KD/mh
SUBMITTED BY:
Rebecca J. Bjork, Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:
City Administrator’s Office
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