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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA      

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

October 11, 2016
TO:

Ordinance Committee Members
FROM:
 
Fire Prevention Bureau, Fire Department
SUBJECT:

2016 Fire Code Adoption
RECOMMENDATION:  


That the Ordinance Committee review and recommend for approval to the City Council An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara repealing Santa Barbara Municipal Code Chapter 8.04 and adopting a new Chapter 8.04 adopting by reference the 2015 Edition of the International Fire Code, including appendix Chapter 4 and Appendices B, BB, C, CC, and H of that code, and the 2016 California Fire Code with local amendments to both codes.

DISCUSSION:
In 2007, the State of California and local jurisdictions within the state adopted the International Fire Code, with state and local amendments. The International Fire Code is part of a greater series of model codes that includes the International Building Code, also published by the International Code Council (ICC). Both were adopted by the State under Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations, Part 9 and Part 2 respectively. The codes are on a three year revision cycle and in 2013 we revised the California versions of the international codes and readopted them under Ordinances 5638 and 5639. The codes are once again at the end of a three year cycle and the new California Codes will go into effect January 1, 2017. The State of California has completed amendments to the codes as of July 1, 2016 and local jurisdictions have 180 days to further amend them before they become law. In 2007, 2010 and 2013 Council adopted the California Fire code, which was further amended based on local conditions as the Santa Barbara Fire Code under Municipal Code Chapter 8.04. We are currently at the start of another three year cycle.
As we have in the past, local amendments to the code are kept to a minimum and are designed to address situations based on local conditions. We adopt this code together with companion codes adopted by Building and Safety Division such as the California Building Code and California Residential Code. Our coordinated approach and joint adopted sections make the city codes consistent and easily understood by stakeholders. Areas of common interest such as the Board of Appeals protocols, Fire Protection Systems and High Fire Hazard Area construction requirements are finalized between the affected city divisions before incorporation into the respective ordinances. In this way we attempt to eliminate ambiguous or contradictory language and other potential conflicts. This year we have changed very little from our last adoption of the code in 2013. The attachment with this report summarizes our edits to adopted sections. 
Staff recommends that the Ordinance Committee forward the attached Ordinance to the City Council for approval.  If the Ordinance Committee does so, the Ordinance will be presented to the City Council for introduction on October 25, 2016.  

ATTACHMENT:
Summary of Amendments, California Fire Code
PREPARED BY:
Joseph Poiré, Fire Marshal
SUBMITTED BY:
Patrick McElroy, Fire Chief
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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