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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 
 
 COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 
 
 

AGENDA DATE: December 13, 2016 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: City Clerk’s Office, Administrative Services Department  
 
SUBJECT: Certification Of The Election Results For The Special Municipal 

Election Of November 8, 2016 And Approval Of Election Costs 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council: 
 
A. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa 

Barbara Certifying the Election Results of the Official Canvass for the Special 
Municipal Election held in the City on November 8, 2016;  
 

B. Authorize the Administrative Services Director to release payment to the County 
of Santa Barbara for the City’s share of election costs for the Special Municipal 
Election Of November 8, 2016 in an amount not to exceed $107,500; and 
 

C. Appropriate $112,500 from General Fund Reserves to the Fiscal Year 2017 City 
Clerk’s Office operating budget to cover anticipated costs associated with the 
Special Election.  

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
A Special Municipal Election was held on Tuesday, November 8, 2016, to submit 
Measure D, The Santa Barbara Marijuana Control Act, an ordinance to enact a general 
tax on the gross receipts of marijuana businesses, to the voters (see Attachment). The 
voters passed Measure D.  The voter-approved ordinance will be considered adopted 
on December 23, 2016, 10 days after the certification of the election results.  The 
operative date of the ordinance is March 1, 2017, when collection of the new tax will 
begin.  
 
The Certification of Election Results of the Official Canvass from the Santa Barbara 
County Clerk, Recorder and Assessor & Registrar of Voters is an exhibit to the Resolution.   
 
Funding for the 2016 Special Election was not included in the Clerk’s Fiscal Year 2017 
budget. The County Registrar-Recorder’s office provided an estimate of between $72,300 
and $107,500 for the cost of operating the election, including putting the measure on the 
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ballot and printing measure pages in the sample ballot.  Final costs have not yet been 
determined by the County. 
 
Funding for municipal codification services in the amount of $5,000 will allow for 
codification in the Santa Barbara Municipal Code of the new marijuana measure as well as 
other new and revised ordinances passed by Council during this fiscal year. These 
codification services, which will be continued into future budget years, will also provide for 
greater transparency and ease of access to Municipal Code provisions by the public.  
 
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 
 
The costs associated with the consolidation of the City’s Special Municipal Election with 
the County were estimated at between $72,300 and $107,500.  Staff anticipates that the 
actual charges from the County will be lower than the maximum quoted due to the 
services actually required during the election. The costs associated with the codification 
service are expected to be not more than $5,000 per year.  
 
Funds for these anticipated costs will be appropriated from General Fund Reserves to 
the City Clerk’s election program.  Any unexpended amounts after the final billing from 
the County has been paid will revert back to General Fund at the end of the fiscal year. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: Santa Barbara Marijuana Control Act Ordinance  
 
PREPARED BY: Sarah P. Gorman, City Clerk Services Manager 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Kristy Schmidt, Administrative Services Director 
 
APPROVED BY:  City Administrator's Office 
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