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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

September 12, 2006

TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:


Creeks Division, Parks and Recreation Department

SUBJECT:

Santa Barbara Beautiful Grant For The San Roque Creek Steward Project
RECOMMENDATION:

That Council increase appropriations and estimated revenues in the Creeks Division Fiscal Year 2007 Operating Budget by $10,000 for a grant from Santa Barbara Beautiful for the San Roque Creek Stewardship Project at Stevens Park.

DISCUSSION:
 

Background

Through community outreach, the Creeks Division, Parks and Recreation Department, identified a number of sites along city creeks that provide opportunities for neighborhood creek clean-up and restoration projects.  In 2004, the Creeks Division began working with neighborhood residents at 2 sites on Sycamore Creek (1 near Liberty Street and the other at Soledad Street).  In addition, the Creeks Division sponsored a youth apprentice project at Old Mission Creek in summer 2004.  The program expanded in 2005 to include a site along Mission Creek at Vernon Road in the Samarkand neighborhood. In spring 2006, the Creeks Division began planning for a fourth stewardship project in the Arroyo Burro watershed.  The project is located along San Roque Creek in Stevens Park.

The purpose of the stewardship program is to raise awareness about creeks and water quality, and build support for creek stewardship at a neighborhood level. Stewardship projects consist of trash removal, non-native plant and weed removal, and planting of native plants and trees.  After the initial restoration efforts are complete, the Creeks Division provides ongoing maintenance of the sites.

Santa Barbara Beautiful Grant

Santa Barbara Beautiful and the Creeks Division began working together on the first creek steward site on Sycamore Creek at Cacique.  Santa Barbara Beautiful provided grant funds for the Sycamore Creek project and the Old Mission Creek project.  This spring the organization awarded the Creeks Division a $10,000 grant for the implementation of a creek steward project on San Roque Creek.  The grant funds will be used to purchase native plants for the project.  

San Roque Creek Steward Project

The San Roque Creek steward project expands the creek steward program to a third watershed, Arroyo Burro, within the city.  Located in Stevens Park, the project includes the restoration of riparian areas and the development of a native plant landscape.  The purpose of the project is to engage the neighborhood in creek restoration and demonstrate native landscapes that can be used in residential settings.  Several community event days will be planned to clean and prepare the site, plant, and mulch.  As part of the community events, participants will receive information on non-invasive native plants and why they are beneficial next to creeks, planting and irrigation techniques, and approaches to reducing use of pesticides and fertilizers and preventing erosion.   There is also a possibility that groups of students can participate in the steward project in the fall.

In addition to Santa Barbara Beautiful, the Creeks Division will be working with the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden in the implementation of the project.  The Santa Barbara Botanic Garden will assist in the design and selection of plants as well as the community events.   The project is scheduled to begin in September and continue through mid-November. 
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
 

The $10,000 grant from Santa Barbara Beautiful will be used to purchase plants for the project. The Creeks Division will provide matching funds for design assistance from the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden ($1,350), as well as staff time to organize, implement and maintain the project, and funds to purchase tools, materials, outreach, and advertising. Educational signage will also be developed. The total cost of the project, including Santa Barbara Beautiful grant funds, is anticipated to be $17,000.  Funds for the project are included in the Creeks Division’s Fiscal Year 2007 Operating Budget. 
PREPARED BY:
Jill E. Zachary, Creeks Restoration/Clean Water Manager/js

SUBMITTED BY:
Nancy L. Rapp, Parks and Recreation Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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