Council Agenda Report

Public Hearing To Consider Proposed Underground Utility District No. 10

August 22, 2006
Page 2

[image: image1.png]


CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

August 22, 2006
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM:


Engineering Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:

Public Hearing To Consider Proposed Underground Utility District   No. 10
RECOMMENDATION:


That Council Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Establishing Underground Utility District No. 10.
DISCUSSION:
At the August 1, 2006 session, Council approved the proposed boundary map (Exhibit A) for UUD No. 10, and set August 22, 2006 as the date for the required public hearing.
Pursuant to Section 22.40.020 of the Santa Barbara Municipal Code, Council may call a Public Hearing to ascertain whether the public necessity, health, safety or welfare requires the removal of poles, overhead wires and associated overhead structures within designated areas of the City and the underground installation of wires and facilities for supplying electric, communication or similar or associated service.  The City Clerk has notified all affected property owners and residents by mail of the time and place of the Hearing at least ten (10) days prior to this Hearing.  Staff has also contacted the La Mesa Neighborhood Improvement Association and will attend their next meeting (not currently scheduled) to provide information about the project.
For the Public Hearing, the following information from the August 1, 2006, Council Agenda Report is reiterated, pursuant to Section 22.40.040 of the Santa Barbara Municipal Code:
“The proposed district for the proposed undergrounding overhead utilities encompasses Cliff Drive, from Fire Station No. 6 west to Mesa Lane, and also includes portions of Lighthouse Road, Meigs Road, Camino Calma, and Flora Vista Drive, as shown on Attachment 1.”
Upon passage of a resolution creating a UUD, Southern California Edison (SCE) will commence design.  Design will require 18 to 24 months, which includes SCE coordination with the other utilities (Verizon Communication and Cox Communications), who are required to underground at their own cost.  These utilities typically use the SCE excavation.  Construction usually takes one year, so the overall schedule for the project will achieve completion in mid-to late 2009.  The refined preliminary cost estimate is $4.2 million.  As part of the final design, SCE will prepare a final cost estimate.  It is possible that the UUD No. 10 boundaries may change slightly due to construction costs that have escalated significantly and have, to the extent possible, been factored into the refined SCE preliminary estimate.

According to the California Public Utilities Commission Rule (CPUC) 20A, under which this project will be funded, the City may request that Rule 20A funds be used to pay for the installation of the undergrounding past the CPUC conventional 100 feet, including conversion of the parcel’s electrical panel.  This is included in the Resolution as submitted, and it is recommended that Council approve this proposal.
Service connections for telephone and cable connections are not covered by the Rule 20A funds.  Estimated costs to make these connections range from $500 to $2,500 per property, depending upon whether or not the phone and cable services are on the same side as the power cables, or can be routed through attics, or require trenching, at 2006 prices.  On the last major Rule 20A project, (Milpas Street in 1996), City funds were used to make all service panel connections, and staff plan to use the newly established Underground Fund to make these telephone and cable connections and defray all costs to property owners.
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Homer F. Smith II, Principal Engineer/kts
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Anthony J. Nisich, Public Works Director
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