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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

August 22, 2006
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:


Santa Barbara Sister Cities Board




SUBJECT:

Dissolution Of Sister Cities Palma De Mallorca, Spain, And Yalta, Ukraine
RECOMMENDATION:   That Council:
A.  Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara, California, dissolving the Sister City affiliation with Palma de Mallorca, Spain; and

 B. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara, California, dissolving the Sister City affiliation with Yalta, Ukraine.

DISCUSSION:

After many years of inaction by these two sister city committees, the Board recommends they be officially dissolved in order to recognize the higher level of activity offered by its remaining sister cities and to concentrate on ensuring their continued success.    
Despite several efforts to develop a cultural exchange with Palma de Mallorca, including contacting the City of Palma’s tourist department, extending an invitation from Santa Barbara’s mayor to Palma’s mayor, and getting ideas from similar committees in San Francisco and Carmel, no real interest for a sister city exchange with Santa Barbara was demonstrated in Palma de Mallorca.  For several months, the Palma de Mallorca Sister City committee functioned with only two members; both resigned on December 30, 2005, due to time constraints (see attached letter).
The Yalta Sister City committee has a membership that recently dwindled from two to one. The pattern of inactivity over a long period of time and diminishing interest parallels the setbacks experienced by the Palma de Mallorca Sister City committee.  Because of limited resources, the Board believes the Yalta Sister City committee will not sufficiently generate enough interest to satisfy the 12-member requirement of the governing Board, nor develop an active cultural exchange.   
Upon adoption of these Resolutions, a copy of e​ach will be sent to Sister Cities International to complete the process of dissolution.

ATTACHMENTS:
Robb Rice Letter of Resignation
SUBMITTED BY:
Takako Wakita, Vice Chair, Santa Barbara Sister Cities Board
APPROVED BY:
City Administrator’s Office
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