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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

July 11, 2006

TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:


Fire Prevention Division, Fire Department

SUBJECT:

Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District Formation
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:

A. Hear a presentation from the City Clerk on the tabulation results of the Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District balloting; and 

B. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Declaring its Intention to Order Expansion of Vegetation Road Clearance, Implementation of a Defensible Space Inspection and Assistance Program, and Implementation of a Vegetation Management Program Within the Foothill and Extreme Foothill Zones; Declaring the Work to be of More Than General or Ordinary Benefit and Describing the District to be Assessed to Pay the Costs and Expenses Thereof; Approving Engineer’s Report, Confirming Diagram and Assessment, and Ordering Levy of the Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District for Fiscal Year 2006-07.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
 

On June 20, 2006, the City Council held a Public Hearing as required by Proposition 218 on the proposed Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District.   At that time, the 45-day required balloting period was closed and the City Clerk was directed to tabulate the ballots. The Public Hearing was continued until July 11, 2006.

The City Clerk has tabulated the ballots and will present the tabulation results to the City Council. The tabulation will indicate whether or not a majority protest exists. A majority protest exists if the number of ballots returned opposing the assessment exceeds the number of ballots returned in support of the assessment, weighted according to the proportional financial obligation of the affected parcel. 

At that time, if the tabulation indicates a majority protest, the City Council must abandon the formation of the assessment district.

If, however, upon conclusion of ballot tabulation a majority protest does not exist, staff will recommend that Council adopt A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Declaring its Intention to Order Expansion of Vegetation Road Clearance, Implementation of a Defensible Space Inspection and Assistance Program, and Implementation of a Vegetation Management Program Within the Foothill and Extreme Foothill Zones; Declaring the Work to be of More Than General or Ordinary Benefit and Describing the District to be Assessed to Pay the Costs and Expenses Thereof; Approving Engineer’s Report, Confirming Diagram and Assessment, and Ordering Levy of the Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District for Fiscal Year 2006-07.

BACKGROUND:

On May 4, 2004, the City Council adopted the City’s Wildland Fire Plan and certified the corresponding Environmental Impact Report.  On September 20, 2005 the City Council received a program status report, and approved consideration of formation of a wildland fire suppression assessment district and authorized retaining an assessment district engineer.  On December 6, 2005, the City Council authorized the Fire Department to negotiate a contract with SCI Consulting Group to provide Engineering Services as required by Proposition 218 and Government Code section 50078 (“Fire Suppression Assessment”) for the formation of an assessment district.

On March 14, 2006 Staff presented to Council the preliminary findings of the Wildland Fire Survey and Analysis. Survey results indicated support for the formation of a fire suppression assessment district in the Foothill and Extreme Foothill Zones within the City’s High Fire Hazard Area at an annual rate of $65 per single family parcel. Based upon these survey results, Staff requested Council authorization to return to Council with a Resolution of Initiation to begin the process to form the proposed Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District in the Extreme Foothill and Foothill Zones of the City’s High Fire Hazard Area at the annual rate of $65.00 per single family parcel. 

On March 21, 2006, Council adopted a Resolution Preliminarily Initiating Proceedings for the Formation of an Assessment District Pursuant to Article XIII(D) of the California Constitution and Government Code Section 50078 “Fire Suppression Assessments” for the Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District, Describing the Proposed Improvements, and Ordering the Preparation and Filing of an Engineer’s Report Describing the Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District and the Proposed Method and Distribution of the Assessment in More Detail.

On April 11, 2006 Council adopted two Resolutions.  Resolution 6022 Declared the City’s Intention to Order Expansion of Vegetation Road Clearance, Implementation of a Defensible Space Inspection and Assistance Program, and Implementation of a Vegetation Management Program Within the Foothill and Extreme Foothill Zones; Declaring the Work to be of More Than General or Ordinary Benefit and Describing the District to be Assessed to Pay the Costs and Expenses Thereof; Preliminarily Approving 
the Engineer’s Report; Stating Intention to Levy Assessments for Fiscal Year 2006-07 and Establishing a Time of 2:00 P.M. on Tuesday, June 20, 2006, in the City Council Chambers for a Public Hearing on the Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District.  Resolution 6023 adopted Proposition 218 Assessment Ballot Procedures. 

On May 5, 2006 ballots and notice of public hearing were mailed to approximately 3,400 affected property owners in the Foothill and Extreme Foothill Zones of the City High Fire Hazard Area.  The ballot mailings included Notice of Public Hearing in the affected area as required by Proposition 218. The Notice of Public Hearing was also published in the Santa Barbara News-Press on June 10, 2006.

On June 20, 2006 in accordance with the Resolutions and Proposition 218, the City held a public hearing to take public testimony concerning the proposed Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District.  At the end of the public testimony the balloting period was closed and the public hearing was continued to July 11, 2006.

On July 11, 2006 the balloting tabulation results will be presented. Assuming the tabulation results show a lack of a majority protest, a Resolution adopting the Engineer’s Report, certifying the balloting results and Levying of Assessments for Fiscal Year 2006-07 will be recommended for adoption.

REMAINING ACTIONS:
The remaining Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District formation steps, and their anticipated dates, are as follows:

•
August 10, 2006 – File with the County Assessor the Map, Assessment Diagram, original resolution of the City Council imposing the assessment levy and electronic levy role.
PREPARED BY:
Ann Marx, Wildland Specialist

SUBMITTED BY:
Mitch Vaughn, Deputy Fire Chief

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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