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AGENDA DATE:
July 18, 2006
TO:
Chairperson and Boardmembers
FROM:
Housing and Redevelopment Division, Community Development Department

SUBJECT:
Required Findings For The Santa Barbara Trust For Historic Preservation And Ensemble Theater Grant
RECOMMENDATION:

That the Agency Board adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Santa Barbara Approving and Adopting the Findings Required by Health and Safety Code Section 33445 for Funding of a Joint Capital Project Between the Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation and the Ensemble Theater Located Immediately Outside the Redevelopment Project Area.
DISCUSSION:
On June 20, 2006 the Agency Board approved the Fiscal Year 2007 Redevelopment Agency Budget. Included in that approval was the authorization to execute Grant Agreements with most of the approved grantees. However, the Agency Board requested that staff return at a later date to adopt specific findings for the approval of Agency grant funds for the joint project between the Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation and the Ensemble Theatre on the campus of El Presidio State Historic Park.
The Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation (Trust) and the Ensemble Theatre received funding approval for a joint project located on the grounds of El Presidio State Historic Park.  El Presidio is the site of the first European settlement in Santa Barbara and is viewed by many as the historic and cultural anchor of the City of Santa Barbara. The $1,500,000 grant will be administered by the Trust and will be used for the rehabilitation and restoration of the Alhecama Theatre ($1,000,000 of the grant total) and the improvement of the Old City College site ($500,000 of the grant total).  

The El Presidio State Historic Park campus is predominantly located within the boundaries of the Redevelopment Agency’s Central City Redevelopment Project Area. However, the Alhecama Theatre and the Old City College site are located on a portion of the El Presidio State Historic Park campus that is immediately outside the Project Area. California Community Redevelopment Law Section 33445 does allow, with the consent of the legislative body, the funding of projects on property that is publicly-owned even if the project is outside the project area, if the project meets certain findings. 

The redevelopment of the Alhecama Theater and the Old City College site meets all the required findings in Section 33445 because the proposed improvements are of benefit to the Central City Redevelopment Project Area as they will generate additional pedestrian activity by locals and tourists and solidify this area as the cultural anchor of the Project Area. No other reasonable means of financing the improvements are available to the Trust. In addition, the improvements to the Alhecama Theater and the Old City College site will eliminate blighting conditions inside the Project Area by encouraging pedestrian and tourist activity in and around the site. An increase in these activities improves the vitality of the project area by encouraging economic activity by locals and visitors, which leads to additional public and private improvements, and thereby eliminates blight and the conditions that lead to blight.  

In November of 2002, the Redevelopment Agency Board made similar findings to help fund the Trust’s restoration of the Resource Center at this same location.
In summary, staff recommends that the Agency Board adopt the resolution making the findings required by Health and Safety Code Section 33445 of the California Community Redevelopment Law.
PREPARED BY:
Dave Gustafson, Housing and Redevelopment Manager/Assistant Community Development Director/BJB

SUBMITTED BY:
Paul A. Casey, Deputy Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator’s Office
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