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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

July 25, 2006
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM:


City Clerk’s Office, Administrative Services Department
SUBJECT:

Initiative Petition To Make Marijuana Offenses The City’s Lowest Law Enforcement Priority 

RECOMMENDATION:
 That Council:
A. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Calling and Giving Notice of the Holding of a Special Municipal Election to Be Held in the City on Tuesday, November 7, 2006, for the Submission of a Proposed Ordinance;
B. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Requesting the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara to Consolidate a Special Municipal Election to Be Held on November 7, 2006, with the Statewide General Election to Be Held on That Date Pursuant to Section 10403 of the Elections Code; and
C. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Directing the City Attorney to Prepare an Impartial Analysis Regarding a City Measure to Be Placed on the Ballot for the November 7, 2006, Special Municipal Election.
DISCUSSION:

On July 11, 2006, the City Council received the Certificate from the County Clerk-Recorder-Assessor and Registrar of Voters dated June 26, 2006, indicating that the subject initiative petition had sufficient valid signatures and referred the subject initiative petition to City staff to prepare a report on the effect of the initiative as provided in Elections Code Section 9212 (a) (1) and (8) to be presented at the City Council meeting of July 25, 2006.

In accordance with the Elections Code, following receipt of the 9212 Report, it is recommended that the City Council adopt the appropriate resolutions to place the measure on the ballot of November 7, 2006, and direct the City Attorney to prepare an impartial analysis of the measure.  The first day the City Clerk's Office will receive the City Attorney's impartial analysis is August 4, 2006, and the last day will be August 14, 2006.

The legislative body, or any member or members of the legislative body, or any individual voter who is eligible to vote on the measure, or bona fide association of citizens, or any combination of voters and associations may file a written argument for or against any city measure and no more than five signatures shall appear with any argument submitted.  The first day the City Clerk's Office will receive typewritten arguments in favor of or against the measure is August 4, 2006, and the last day will be August 14, 2006.  Pursuant to the City Council’s established practice, rebuttal arguments will not be accepted.

The Elections Code provides that an argument prepared and signed by the City Council or by one or more Councilmembers shall be given preference and priority for placement on the ballot by the City Elections Official.  Should the City Council or any member(s) of the City Council wish to individually or jointly file a ballot argument, the request must be submitted to the City Clerk’s Office by August 2, 2006, in order to meet deadlines to place the item on the agenda for the August 8, 2006 City Council Meeting.  
The public examination period of the proposed measure, City Attorney's impartial analysis and the arguments filed with the City Clerk's Office will be held for a period of 10 days commencing August 15, 2006, and concluding August 24, 2006.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

Currently, there are no funds in the City Clerk’s budget for the special municipal election.  The proposed ballot measure will coincide with the Statewide General Election to be held on November 7, 2006.  The County Elections Division staff roughly estimates that the cost for the ballot measure would cost between $1.00 and $1.50 per registered 
voter.  Assuming there will be 43,649 registered voters, this puts the cost estimate in the $43,649 to $65,474 range.  The County will submit a bill for the actual incurred costs after the election has been conducted.  

PREPARED BY:
Cyndi Rodriguez, CMC, City Clerk Services Manager

SUBMITTED BY:
Marcelo A. Lopez, Administrative Services Director 
APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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