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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

July 25, 2006

TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:


Parks Division, Parks and Recreation Department

SUBJECT:

Integrated Pest Management 2005 Annual Report
RECOMMENDATION:
 That Council:
A.  
Hear a staff presentation on the City’s Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Program; and

B.  
Accept the Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 2005 Annual Report.
DISCUSSION:
 

The City of Santa adopted an IPM strategy on January 26, 2004, to provide an ongoing specific program to further reduce the amount and toxicity of pesticides used on City property and, where feasible, to eliminate pesticide use in public areas using alternative methods.  The City has been informally identifying and employing the least toxic alternatives for several years.  The City’s IPM Strategy formalized this effort, and requires an annual report on the program, presented to the IPM Advisory Committee, Park and Recreation Commission, Airport Commission, and City Council.
2005 IPM Annual Report

The following are covered within the IPM 2005 Annual Report (Attachment 1).

· Types of pest problems each department has encountered

· Types and quantities of pesticides used by each department

· Exemptions currently in place and granted during the past year

· Alternatives currently used for phased-out pesticides

· Alternatives proposed for adoption within the next 12 months

· Effectiveness of any changes in practice implemented

· Planned changes to pest management practices

· IPM Advisory Committee dissentions on any issues

2005 Program Highlights

In this second year of the IPM program, the City further reduced pesticide hazards by relying more heavily on green and lower risk materials and the use of non-chemical alternatives. 

City-Wide

· Overall, City use of pesticides decreased 8.7%.
· Tier 1 materials were reduced by 92% City-wide in 2005, demonstrating that the City continues to reduce pesticide toxicity through the use of lower risk pesticides.  

· The total number of pesticide applications decreased 33%, from 390 in 2004, to 261 in 2005. 

Parks Division   
· Tier 1 pesticides were completely eliminated in 2005, by relying more on non-chemical alternatives and reduced hazard pesticides. 
· The units of pesticide applications reduced by 6%, and the number of applications by 70% from 2004 to 2005.

· Use of Round-up decreased 50% compared to 2004; Parks is applying mulch more vigorously to abate weeds. 

· As Parks has been recording IPM data since 1999, pesticide use in City parks has been reduced 83.7% over the past 7 years.  

Public Works     
· 76% decrease in the amount of pesticide units applied.  
· Tier 1 pesticides eliminated in 2004 and 2005.

· Mechanical traps were used instead of pesticides to control rodents. Heat treatments were used to control termites in public facilities. 

· For bee control, M-PEDE, a Tier 2 insecticidal soap, replaced the Tier 1 pesticide Pyrethrin. 

· For rodents, mechanical traps were predominantly used rather than Tier 1 pesticides. 

· For mosquitoes, a lesser toxic Tier 3 and other non-chemical alternatives were used.

Airport   
· No Tier 1 materials were applied in 2005. Less hazardous Tier 2 materials were used to abate mosquitoes, and routine use of six Tier 1 pesticides was eliminated, including Diazinon, Malathion, Merit, Reward, Trimec, and Simazine.
· Reduced–risk pesticides were used to abate mosquitoes, which are associated with the spread of the West Nile virus.

Golf      
· Above normal rainfall during the rain periods and more extensive summer foggy weather conditions in 2005 resulted in the need for slighter higher use of fungicides at the S.B. Municipal Golf Course.  For example, in 2004, 15.65 pesticide units were used, and in 2005, 24.9 units were used, which is a 59% increase.  However, to put this into perspective, in 2003, 138.2 units were used, which is significantly higher.
· Compost Tea continues to be an integral part of the Golf Course IPM Program for the control of fungus diseases on golf greens.

· In the four years that Golf has been tracking IPM data, the overall reduction in pesticide use is 78.6%.
IPM Advisory Committee Recommendation

At a special meeting held June 16, 2006, the IPM Advisory Committee reviewed and approved the IPM 2005 Annual Report and recommended that the report be forwarded to the Park and Recreation Commission, Airport Commission, and City Council for review and approval (Attachment 2). On the attached memo, the Committee provides additional comments on the success of the program and cites areas for additional focus in the coming year, including increased communication between the Creeks Advisory Committee and the IPM Advisory Committee, establishment and adoption of pesticide use protocols for Creeks/restoration projects, and increased efforts on volunteer coordination. 
Park and Recreation Commission Recommendation
At the June 28, 2006, meeting of the Park and Recreation Commission, the Commission voted unanimously to accept the report and recommend approval of the report to City Council with commendations to staff and the IPM Advisory Committee for their efforts.
Airport Commission

The Airport Commission will review and comment on the IPM 2005 Annual Report at their regular meeting of July 19, 2006.  Staff will include comment or recommendations in their report to Council on July 25, 2006.

2006 IPM Program Highlights
On February 14, 2006, the Pesticide Hazard and Exposure Reduction (PHAER) Zone Model was presented to and adopted by Council.  Implementation is underway by all City departments and will be reported through the 2006 IPM Annual Report.

ATTACHMENTS:   
1.  IPM 2005 Annual Report





2.  IPM Advisory Committee Comments and Recommendations

PREPARED BY:
Santos M. Escobar, Parks Manager

SUBMITTED BY:
Nancy L. Rapp, Parks and Recreation Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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