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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM
DATE:



June 28, 2006
TO:



Park and Recreation Commission

FROM:


IPM Advisory Committee
SUBJECT:

IPM 2005 Annual Report – Advisory Committee Comments and Recommendations
Public Advisory Committee’s Review of IPM Program in 2005

In its second year of implementation, the City of Santa Barbara’s Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program continues to grow and evolve.  The Committee feels strongly that the program has been successful in its first two years, and believes that it will continue to succeed in the coming years with appropriate resources and program management.  

The Committee agrees with the analysis presented in the 2005 annual report and supports the direction and programs described therein.

Highlights:

The City should be extremely proud of some major accomplishments under the program in 2005.  These include:

· The development of the Pesticide Hazard and Exposure Reduction (PHAER) model which allows City officials and staff to prioritize funding sources to areas of greatest public health concerns (adopted Feb. 2006).  

· Investigation of RDA funds, and others, to help offset the costs of the IPM program in appropriate locations.

· A 90% reduction in Tier 1 (highest toxicity) materials from all City properties between 2004-2005. Significant reductions are due in part to the Airport not using fumitoxin and the Golf course not using KOC, which most likely will change in the future.  A tour of the airport taken by Committee members highlighted the difficulties of maintaining safe runways while reducing pesticide use in this area.  

· A 50% reduction in Roundup use by City Parks from 2004 levels.

· The addition of Commissioner liaison, Daraka Larimore-Hall, to the
Advisory Committee will provide a direct link to the Park and Recreation Commission.  

Taken together, these steps, along with others, have helped the City further reduce pesticide use City-wide by 8%, and the number of total applications by 70% from 2004 levels.  These efforts have placed Santa Barbara at the forefront of pesticide reduction strategies nationwide.

It must be noted that although pesticide use has decreased throughout the City, it will almost certainly increase in the coming years for various departments.  For example, a significant reduction in fumitoxin use was made at the airport in 2005, going from hundreds of pounds in 2004 to zero pounds in 2005 due to the heavy rains.  The use of fumitoxin will most likely be required in the future, thereby increasing the tier 1 materials use above those of 2005.  

Areas in Need of Improvement:

As the program continues to evolve, it is important to acknowledge areas where additional efforts are needed to ensure the program’s continued success.  These include:

· Increased communication between the Creeks Advisory Committee and the IPM Advisory Committee.

· Establishment and adoption of pesticide use protocols for Creeks/restoration projects. 

· Increased efforts placed on volunteer coordination and implementation ensuring volunteers can sign up easily (via email online) and can be coordinated by staff.

The Committee is working on all of the above, and we believe that by addressing these needs now, City staff will stay ahead of the curve as new projects are proposed within City limits.

Only two years after full IPM implementation, the Advisory Committee feels that the program is developing into a recognizable and well supported program that is worthy of the City’s time and resources.   We further feel that City staff now feel more comfortable with the program and have gone through great efforts to make it a success.  The Advisory Committee will continue to work with staff, elected officials, and members of the public to ensure a quality program that protects the City’s assets while not compromising human and environmental health.

Reduction and elimination of toxic pesticides continues to be our goal, replacing them with least-toxic products.  As stated, however, there will be periodic rises in pesticide use for City departments due to weather patterns, monitoring efforts, strategy implementation, and more.  However, even with increases in periodic pesticide use, the City’s goal, and the goal of this Committee, will remain the same over the long term. 
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