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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

July 25, 2006

TO:



Mayor and Councilmember’s

FROM:


Chief’s Staff, Police Department

SUBJECT:
Taser Purchase For The Police Department

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council approve the purchase of 145 Taser devices for deployment at the Santa Barbara Police Department.

DISCUSSION:
 

The Santa Barbara Police Department is recommending deploying Taser devices as a  “less than lethal” force option when the use of force is required.  Research indicates that   Taser incapacitation devices are humane, cost effective, and safe.  A Taser that delivers non-lethal, low amperage, 50,000 volt current to combative suspects, temporarily incapacitates the subject, without inflicting permanent injury.  The suspect recovers immediately after Taser deployment.  

Taser is a hand held device which deploys dart projectiles up to 27 feet.  This allows the officers to increase their zone of safety as compared to other use of force options.   After deployment, the Taser delivers a 5 second jolt of current, which causes an involuntary tensing of the muscles.  During this time, the suspect is able to be safely subdued by responding officers.  The use of Tasers by other law enforcement agencies has resulted in a significant reduction of injuries to officers and suspects alike.  The use of Tasers provides officers an option not currently at their disposal.  The Taser does not rely on pain compliance to subdue the suspect and allows officers to reliably incapacitate a combative suspect without resorting to other force options likely to cause bodily injury.  As a result, agencies which have introduced Tasers have realized an average reduction of officer injuries by 45%, with some agencies reporting reductions of over 80%.  In the last five years, combative suspects have caused injuries to Santa Barbara Police Officers which resulted in nearly 800 days of lost productivity and over $250,000 in medical expenses, for a combined loss of approximately $700,000.  It is anticipated that the introduction of Taser devices will dramatically reduce the rate of S.B.P.D. officer injuries incurred during the arrest of combative suspects.  

Tasers are contemporary with modern police standards.  Tasers are authorized for use by 79% of all police officers in the State of California.  The Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Office has deployed Taser to their deputies several years ago.  This year’s recipient of the H. Thomas Guerry Award for Valor successfully "Tasered" a charging suspect, armed with a deadly weapon, and subdued the suspect without resorting to deadly force.    

Tasers are safe.  Our research confirms that Tasers are a reliable non-lethal alternative to other use of force options more likely to cause injury.  The effects of Taser are temporary, with the subjects recovering immediately after deployment.  Our research was verified by Dr. Donald Dawes, a Board Certified Emergency Room Specialist at Lompoc District Hospital, who is a recognized expert in the effects of Tasers on the human body.  Taser technology is safe because it is not electrocution.  The voltage used is non-lethal because the associated amperage is extremely low, many times lower than a standard household light bulb.  Tasers are safe because they give the officer a non-lethal force option which will significantly reduce the likelihood of an officer escalating to deadly force options.  

The Santa Barbara Police Department has drafted strict policy protocols for the use and accountability of Taser activations.  All Taser activations will be thoroughly documented in the arrest report and will be reviewed by the Deputy Chief of Police.  In addition, Tasers are equipped with a Dataport technology that automatically captures and logs the date and time of each Taser activation for subsequent downloading into a reviewable database.    

BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

The $150,574.73 Taser purchase will be funded from a combination of state grant funds and the General Fund in the following amounts:

Local Law Enforcement Block Grant (LLEBG)
$   54,919.06

General Fund – Police Department appropriations
$   95,655.67
          Total
$ 150,574.73
The General Fund’s portion will come from unexpended fiscal year 2006 Police Department appropriations which will be reprogrammed for the Taser purchase. The Police Department appropriations were unspent at fiscal year-end and represent budget savings in excess of the department’s target savings.
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