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	City of Santa Barbara

Which Solar Energy System Projects Are
Subject to Design Review?



Which solar energy system projects are subject to Design Review?
State law prohibits design review of solar energy systems in some instances (California Government Code § 65850.5), but in other instances review by the Architectural Board of Review (ABR) and/or Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) may be required.
When will a historic resource issue require Design Review?

HLC approval is required for all solar energy system installations proposed in a historic district (including Brinkerhoff and Riviera Camps Historic Districts), on an identified potentially historically significant structure or on a City Landmark or Structure of Merit.  For projects that require HLC review, the HLC may use the City Solar Energy System Design Guidelines and other City guidelines to ensure that the proposed installation will not pose an adverse impact to the City’s historic resources.

When will a visual issue require Design Review?
The ABR and/or HLC may review solar energy system projects that, in the determination of the Chief Building Official, would pose a significant adverse impact to public health and safety.  This includes adverse impacts to the City’s historic and environmental (including visual) resources.  ABR or HLC approval is not required unless the Chief Building Official determines that the proposed solar energy system installation might cause a significant adverse visual impact.  The ABR or HLC may also require that solar energy system information be included in site plans when those systems are proposed as part of more extensive projects such as additions and new buildings.  For projects that require ABR or HLC review, the reviewing body may use the Solar Energy System Design Guidelines and other City guidelines to ensure that the proposed installation will not pose an adverse impact to the City’s visual resources.

· The design, placement and public visibility of systems proposed in a Special Design District will be evaluated to determine if the system might pose significant visual impacts.  Special Design Districts include the El Pueblo Viejo District I and II, the Mission Area Special Design District, the Hillside Design District and the Lower Riviera Special Design District.

· Also, systems that are greater than 1,000 square feet are more likely to pose an adverse visual impact and will be evaluated to determine if Design Review is necessary.  Smaller, inconspicuous systems are less likely to pose a significant adverse visual impact.























































































City of Santa Barbara Planning Counter / 630 Garden St. / (805) 564-5578
Page 1 of 1
City of Santa Barbara Planning Counter / 630 Garden St. / (805) 564-5578
Page 2 of 2

