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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

November 21, 2006
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM:


Water Resources, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:

Approval Of Administrative Guidelines And Resolution For Sewer Lateral Inspection Program

RECOMMENDATION:


That Council adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Establishing an Incentive Program for Sewer Lateral Inspection and Repair and Approving Administrative Guidelines for Private Sewer Lateral Inspection Program and an incentive program to encourage inspection and repair of sewer laterals.

DISCUSSION:

On September 26, 2006 Council adopted Ordinance 06-5396, which enacted changes to the Municipal Code to require inspection of private sewer laterals as follows:

Health and Safety Basis for Requiring a Sewer Lateral Inspection

· Overflow or malfunction

· Lateral failure or lack of maintenance

· Public health threat

Events Requiring Sewer Lateral Inspection
· Home additions of 400 or more square feet of dwelling space

· Addition of two or more new plumbing fixtures

Schedule for Lateral Inspections for Commercial Properties and Condominiums
· Non-residential properties and condominiums – once every ten years

These inspections are required because private sewer laterals can contribute to problems in the public sewer main that cause overflows. 

Council also appropriated $200,000 from the Wastewater Fund reserves to fund an incentive program to encourage property owners to pro-actively maintain their sewer laterals.  The Resolution authorizes implementation of the incentive program.  Under the approved program, eligible property owners can be reimbursed up to $150 for inspections or up to $2,000 for replacement or repair of their sewer lateral.  The incentive program is applicable to properties with three or fewer residences.

SBMC Chapter 14.46 requires that administrative guidelines be promulgated to implement the Chapter.  The guidelines establish the following: 

· A certification program for licensed plumbers;

· A standard inspection form and specifications for building sewer inspection reports; and

· A notice format and standard enforcement timelines for the Notice to Repair.

The guidelines also establish the rules and forms for participating in the incentive program.

Staff has tried to anticipate issues or problems that may be encountered during implementation of the lateral inspection program, but we recognize that the administrative guidelines may need to be changed as we gain experience with this program.  Authorizing the Public Works Director to modify the administrative guidelines as necessary, will allow these changes to be made and incorporated in a timely manner. 

PREPARED BY:
Rebecca Bjork, Wastewater System Manager/RB/dm
SUBMITTED BY:
Anthony J. Nisich, Public Works Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator’s Office
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