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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

October 10, 2006
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM:


Engineering Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:

Acceptance Of Federal Highway Administration Grant 
RECOMMENDATION:
 That Council: 
A. Adopt, by reading of title only, a Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara to Approve and Authorize the Public Works Director to execute Program Supplement Agreement No. 015-M, and to Administer the Local Agency-State Agreement for Federal-Aid Project No. BPMPL-5007(040);
B. 
Accept a Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) grant administered through the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the amount of $68,415; and
C. Increase the estimated Fiscal Year 2007 Streets Capital Program Fund revenues by $68,415, and appropriate this amount to the Fiscal Year 2007 Streets Capital Program.

DISCUSSION:

BACKGROUND

The FHWA Highway Bridge Rehabilitation and Replacement (HBRR) program recently added the category of bridge preventative maintenance studies to the list of projects that an agency may apply for to receive reimbursement.  This new category is in addition to the categories of bridge rehabilitation and bridge replacement, of which the City of Santa Barbara (City) has three active projects.  The costs for actual bridge preventative maintenance work are not yet eligible, but may become eligible in the future.
The City currently has a contract with CH2M Hill for a contract cost of $61,824 to perform Engineering Analysis of Bridge Maintenance Priorites, which was approved by Council on March 14, 2006, prior to this type of work category being added to the HBRR program.  Upon learning of this grant, staff directed CH2M Hill to stop work so the remaining work would be eligible for reimbursement.
After this type of work became eligible, the City applied for and received an HBRR grant to cover approximately 88.53% of the eligible costs of the existing CH2M Hill contract.  Only those costs incurred after June 7, 2006, the date of the authorization to proceed issued by Caltrans, would be eligible for reimbursement.  Currently, $51,000 of the CH2M Hill contract is eligible for grant reimbursement, which at the 88.53% reimbursement rate, will save the City approximately $45,000.
FUNDING

The City needs to send a copy of the attached Resolution to Caltrans, with a signed copy of the Program Supplement Agreement in order to be eligible to receive reimbursements. 
PREPARED BY:
John Ewasiuk, Principal Civil Engineer/DS
SUBMITTED BY:
Anthony J. Nisich, Public Works Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator’s Office
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