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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

October 10, 2006
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM:


Facilities Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:

Approval Of Standardization Of Motorola MCC 5500 Radio Console And Components For City Use 
RECOMMENDATION:
That Council:

A. Find it in the City’s best interest to standardize the Police and Fire Department radio communications system using Motorola MCC 5500 Radio consoles and components; and 

B.    Authorize the General Services Manager to purchase Motorola MCC 5500 Radio consoles and components as required during the next four years, using a competitive bid process that permits no alternative or substitutions. 

DISCUSSION:
The City's Police and Fire 911 Communications Center presently utilizes a Motorola CentraCom Radio system and has used Motorola since the Department began using radio communication.  All portable and mobile radios assigned to Police and Fire staffs are Motorola.  Motorola hand-held and vehicle mobile units are used by Police, Fire, Waterfront, Airport, Public Works, and Parks & Recreation Departments.  They are also used by Tri-County Public Safety Agencies, including Santa Barbara County.    

This Motorola CentraCom system is 20 years old and is scheduled to be replaced this year at an estimated cost of $527,000.  The funds for this project are appropriated in the General Capital Outlay Fund. The new Motorola MCC 5500 Radio Console system uses the best available technology and includes numerous officer/firefighter safety upgrades. 

Motorola radios have been found to be very reliable.  Standardization on Motorola will provide a significant advantage when it comes to maintenance and support.  It will facilitate repairs, parts exchange, and operator training.  Additionally, it will be useful in the event of an emergency to have only one type of radio system with which all responding personnel are familiar. 

Pursuant to Section 4.52.080 (j) of the Municipal Code, the purchase of goods or services which can be obtained from only one source may be made by the Purchasing Agent after approval by the City Council. It is anticipated that there will be competitive bidding among Motorola Radio distributors to supply the Communications Center MCC 5500 Radio system; however, no bids will be accepted from other radio manufacturers for the previously mentioned reasons.  Therefore, Council is asked to authorize the purchasing agent (General Services Manager) to standardize on Motorola radios for the Police and Fire Communications Center until such time that Motorola Radios cease to perform in providing an acceptable product in price, quality, and value, or for a duration of four years, whichever occurs first. 
PREPARED BY:
Michael Grimes, Facilities Manager/spm
SUBMITTED BY:
Anthony J. Nisich, Public Works Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator’s Office
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